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1* Am ee velat: and diſappoint: 
ed; I have ſeen and conveyed a line to 
Mrs. Menville ; I have this morning receiv- 
ed the moſt chilling anſwer poſſible; ſhe 
will not accept the ſervices of a ſtranger ; | 
cc her ſtay in the caſtle may be very ſhort;” 
What can ſhe mean by that; has ſhe heard 
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am determined. this evenin ing to 
write in my own name; her delicacy | may be 
hurt, but I hope her confidence in me will 
be ſtrengthened, when ſhe knows I only wiſh 
to convey her to her friends. I have ſeen 
nothing of Bailey yet, but I perſuaded my 
; landlord to go to the caſtle this morning, and 
4 invite him over. Perhaps, Jack, you will 
not give me the credit of a diſintereſted 
friendſhip, yet I ſwear to you, I have no 
ſiniſter views, no duplicity in my intentions, 
ſudden as my reforination may appear, tis be- 
cauſe I never met with a woman ſo truly 
reſpectable before, and I will ſerve her to the 
hazard of my life and fortune. I have this 
moment parted from Bailey, he luckily cal- 
led before Tregegle, went. out, and was in- 
troduced to me. I aſked him if he knew 6f 
any eſtate in that e to de aa 
poſed of? 


SE, 


EN? 1 * F = * 
S prndinnkin wn — 5 — _ 
Þ 2 9 


a Not juſt now, he faid, but he be⸗ 
lieved Trewarne Caſtle might be let, if that 
would 


—— 
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„und File Me, Lor he dal worived l 
from his maſter che day before, and he talk | 
ed about letting the mnt Wee . _ : 


going abroad. * * 
ec Could I ſee the houſe,” | aſked, 


12 Why, yes, I believe I may venture to 
ſnew all but one room, if your honour | 
pleaſes to come over to-morrow morning; 

I am going into Penzance now, to take a 
place for one of our maids, lately come from ? 
London, and now ſhe's in a hurry to go | 


back again.” 


ST aſſured him of calling over in the morn- 
ing, and now I ſhall-write a line to acquaint 
Mrs. Menville of my deſign, and entreat t per 
miſſion to ſee her. OY | | 


Never was any thing ſo Proven I have 
walked all the evening before the gardens to 
no purpoſe ; Mrs. Menville never appeared, 
and if to-morrow I ſhould ſee her ſuddenly,” 
I ſhall run the riſk of her diſpleaſure perhaps, 

B2 belides 
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beſides exciting ſuſpicion in the man; yet 
venture I muſt, and will. Her delicacy has 
taken the alarm at my letter, and ſhe has 
declined her evening walks. Adieu, J ack, I 

am —_— vexed. \ 
| Well, all is Wa e- den you ſhall 
hear. I went at the appointed hour to Tre- 
warne, Bailey was ready to receive me; he 
conducted me through the gloomy apart- 
ments, ſo large, dark and uncomfortable, the 
furniture ſo ſhabby, and every part looking 
ſo cold and comfortteſs; that I had almoſt a 
fit of an ague upon me. We paſt one 
room, which. | be ſaid was faſtened up; my 
heart Was at my mouth, for I ſuppoſed Mrs. 
Menville Was there, and it was plain he 
thought 5 too, for having paſi iced the door, 
and looked round the houſe, we walked in- 
to the gardens, which are extenſive, but in 
very 815 erent order. Turning ſuddenly 
round through a little ſhrubbery, on a gar- 
den chair was ſcated Mrs. Menville, with 
her, child on her . ſhe was careſſing the 
{weet 
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fweer infant; 'tis impoſſible” to paint her 
ſurpriſe, « or my confuſion; The: 2 __ 


(FE: ben Gent Mr. Martin A eie 

I beg your itn? Wan I; bc <1 
can ſcarce believe my ſenſes; is it poſſible 
Mrs. Meme en ar * : 

I turned my eyes on Bailey, che man Took- 
ed gloomy and ſuſpicious. e 2 

cc Nis fir,” "replied the}; cc I reſide! hi 
at t preſent; and do not receive any viſits; 
whether buſineſs or chance brought you to 
this houſe, you muſt know the impropriety 
of any gentleman being ſeen here in the ab- 
ſence of Mr. Menville. I wiſh you, fir, 4 
good morning.” ' 11 ves 


She motioned to go, © Stay, madam, one 
minute,” cried I, hurried out of all caution, 
« I beſeech you tell me n wy can ne" 
you.” 


By Tou 


Fog 
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o« You are very kind, by, but I have no 
ſervices to requeſt of you.” 


- 


ce Sir,” faid Bailey, you are not the 


gentleman I thought you. Tregegle ſaid 
your name was Chambers; I don't under- 
rand this een 15 


"* e of ian conſequence,” I replied, 


ce To me, Mr. Martin,” cad Mes. Men- 


ville, it is of conſequence; you muſt bear 


me witneſs I knew nothing of your being in 
this country, nor can I, fir, permit, nor will 
I ſee you again, HOever obliged I may be 
to-youn intentions.” 

ds 


111 


n She. TOI quickly whey: 'Mortified as 
1 was, it inſtantly occurred to me ] had beſt 
make a friend of Bailey, therefore turning to 
him, © Come, Mr. Bailey, go with me to 
'Fregegle's, and I'Il explain this affair to you; 
the man ſeemed irreſolute, but curiofity, I 
ar induced him to acquieſce with my 
requeſt ; 


requeſt; he followed me home. 


5 
I then 


frankly explained the whole buſimeſs, only 
gave him to underſtand I was there at the 


requeſt of Mrs. Menville's friends, The 
man ſeemed loſt in thought, but after- a 


little W | 


Ve, 


« She. . a very Poe: ci lady ; 


is pleaſed with every thing, and gives no 
trouble, and to be ſure, tis a very 
thing to her, that a madam ſhould be 5 na 
like a lady, and his lady ſent down here, poor 
foul ; and to tell you the truth, I have ſtopt 
all her letters by maſter's orders, . i 


went n my * too. 


(0 454 where are toſs letters,” ald i, 


haſtily. . 2 


45 Ae Gr Abt ene Mrs Ana 


ſhould rake hem up with Its) I 


11 


15 No, no, my odd bieud; end this to 


che poſt, you are liable to be taken up for 


* if you detain them.“ 
B 4 


ce For 
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4 For felony, ſirt Lord bleſ my ſoul; Il 
carry them away this very night, and I am 
reſolved madam ſhall do what ſhe pleaſes, 
and as you come from her friends, ſiry _ 
are wy welcome if ſhe likes to _ Oy" Vir 


I ſhook his hand ts WR a Es of | 
irreſiſtible arguments, which I ſaw poured | 
conviction into his heart. But after” all, if 
he will not permit me to ſee; or ſerve her, 
of what uſe is my being here; yet here I will 
ſtay, till IJ hear ſhe- is comfortable, or until 
ſhe removes, which doubtleſs ſhe will if he 
goes abroad. Would to heaven he and his 
dulcenea might ſink into the deep, never to 
riſe again; pardon me, Jack, but if you 
knew the two women, you would join moſt 
cordially in the wiſh, and curſe the circe that 
has wounded the boſom of an angel. I am 
going to write, my | friend Bailey has pro- 
miſed to deliver the letter, and J will yet 
_ I wore be ane to d her Cara 


Wel. 
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Well, Jack, 1 may retrace my We de 12 
to London, or go to the devil if Iwill, for 
not the leaſt favour can I obtain of is ddar 
cautious woman. I told you I would writegf 
this is my anſwer, unſealed, to Fee I ſup- 
N ine had no . ns AMP 7 11 
| £3177 . 2 8 
Th Mrs: Menville We wo Ame 
to Mr. Martin, is much obliged to him for 
his particular enquiries aſter her health, Which 
is much amended by the country att, hopes 
he will pardon the ſeeming. incivility of de, 


clining his viſits, as ſhe has made it A fixed | BY 


rule to ſee no company during. her relidence! 
at nn an Mi 0057 to: ot add. gle 
1643 rio 31 2 320 

Thus all 3 oo an interview are at an 
end; ſhe walks no more oa the terrace] WII 
receive no company at the houſe, nor dare I 
preſume to force myſelf into her preſence 3 
yet here I ſtay, and ſhall gain all the intelli- 
gence: I wiſh for from Bailey, who is now my 
ſhould dwindle into the humble attendant af 
B 5 a truly 
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rtuous female, after being for five 
or ſix years, the gay, the admired, the ſuc- 
cefsful Bob Martin. Ah! woman, woman! 
horn to make mankind your ſlaves 5 Were: 
you but ſenſible of your own worth, preſerved 
your conſequence, and to the beauties of your 
perſons, added the more faſcinating charms 
virtue! How is my ſelf- love mortified 
fince I have known this charming ereature } 


gallantries, purſuits which I thought venal 


erimes, now appear to my view, attended 
with the meaneſt duplicity, the blackeſt, moſt 
treacherous deſigns, that the moſt contempti- 
on the fate of poor Mary Smith, with the 
deepeſt contrition, and muſt honeſtly con- 
ff, chat the man who endeavours by his 
attentions and avowed preference, to gain the 
heart of an innocent amiable girl, carefully 


avoiding | dechrations, VOWS, Or proteftations, 
which: may give her a legal claim upon him, 


at the ſame time his behaviour in private is 
16 unequivocal, as to inſpire affection in the 


Ee Sil, obtain her affection, and 
then 


\ my 
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then triumph in the gratification of his va 
nity; ſuch a man is a villain, deſerves to be 


reprobated by the whole ſex, and will one 
day or other feel the ſtings of conſcience as 
I do now. Let there are many of thoſe 


male coquets, thoſe contemptible danglers, 
that ruin the peace of families, and ſink the 


injured victim to the grave. Poor Mary 


Smith! my feelings painfully inform me, 1 
have much to regret, and great reparation to 
make, before I can procure peace to my- 
rn ite di £0 2d e Mean 


- ? i | 31 0 +. F 4 1 
1 # „ it On vort 


— 


There is one vai . which 1 
haye rendered Mrs. Menville, although ſhe 
knows it-not, that of cauling her letters to go 
forward, and as I every day expect news 
from London, I may furniſh her with intel- 
ligence through Bailey, that may be of ſer- 
vice to her. Didſt ever expect Jack to 
hear that I was devoted to the ſervice of 
virtuous woman? ſuch miracles were alone 
_ reſerved for Mrs. Menville to-effe&; and I 
have ſo much regard for you, that I heartily 

"6 wish 


1 
1:8: 
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with thou: may ſt meet with: ſuch ERA 


os ys there n to convert ea alſo. rl 
Wai Mt E it 

A en a ecess , a d dender fem | 
Williams. - Menville is done up; his loſſes 
are conſiderable, he is preparing to go a- 
broad, and ſelling his eſtates to realize all 


the money he can; let him go, he nuſt ſup- 


port his wife decently, and ſhe .can have no 


cauſe to regret his | abſence. I ſhould ſup- 


poſe; from the hint: ſhe dropped, ec that her 


ſtay will not be long in the caſtle,” ſhe de- 
ſigns to remove from thence, when her huſ- 


band (curſe on the name l) quits England. 
Prithee tell me Jack, from whence origi- 


nated thoſe arbitrary laws, which make the 

elopement of a wife ſinful and ſcandalous, 
are a foundation for a divorce, and brand a 
woman with everlaſting infamy; yet man, 


that Lord of the creation, who boaſts ſupe- 
rior wiſdom; who, if his word from man to 
man ſhould dare to be queſtioned, would” 


n _ s life; as _—_ 0 uy in another 
ee t oy ic big en * 


5 
2 
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world, to revenge the inſult, can with i impu- 
nity violate the moſt ſolemn vows, injure _ 
another in the deareſt part, deſtroy the peace 
of an amiable woman, and make two fami- 
lies wretched ; yet this man ſhall only be a 
man of ſpirit and gallantry, congratulated by 
his affociates on his ſucceſs, and received by 
the female world without reproach. Surely, 

| ſurely we are too partial to our own vices ! 
T muſt now go in ſearch of Bailey, and com- 
municate my intelligence. Farewell, J give 
thee leave to laugh, but I am VO _— 
| al .thy ridicule, 
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Y unknown, © diſintereſted 2185 ” 
4/1 is at laſt diſcovered; would you 
think it poſſible Martin ſhould engage in 
ſuch a romantic, expedition ? yet upon my 
word ſo it is. His deſigns for coming 
here, and aſſuming a diſguiſe both in per- 
fon and name, are beſt Known to himſelf, 
but I have fo little faith in the friend- 
ſhip of men, that I ſhall moſt undoubt- 
edly refuſe every attention from him, nor 
will I permit his viſits on any account. He 


introduced himſelf i into the — a pre- 
tence 


WOMAN As SHE- SHOULD/BB; 2 
tence. of taking it, as Bailey tells me his 


maſter has thoughts of letting the eſtate alto- 


_ gether; he came upon me acgidentally in tie 
garden, and I was moſt exceedingly ſurpriſed © 

and diſconcerted ; however, I gave him to 

underſtand civilly, but firmly, that I could 
hold no converſation, and left him to tell his 
own ſtory to the ſervant, which he certainly 
did to his own advantage, for this morning 
Bailey. told me, he found the ſtranger gentle- 
man came from my friends, and therefore I 1 
might ſee him when I pleaſed. _ I told him I 
ſhould fee no company whilſt I remained 
here, and he would do well to RH his 
maſter's orders. | 3 


E Dear heart, madam, F am ſure du are 
angry, but I did not know, till the gentle- 
man told me, how cruelly you have been 
uſed, and I aſk your pardon, if I have be⸗ 
haved ill.. | | 


„No, my good friend, you have not be- 
haved * on the one I think. myſelf 
obliged 
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; obliged for your Kindneſs and approve of 
your obedience to Mr. Menville" 8 com- 


"PE. 


-ma 


He 1 reſpectfully, and left the apart- 
ment, ſaying, cc Gracious Lord, was ever the 
ke.“ . . 


1 am ertremely uneaſy at not receiving a 
line from you yet, and very apprehenſive my 
letters are ſtopt; I think I will queſtion Bai 
ley on the ſubject. Well, my dear friend, 
*tis as I ſuſpected, the letters have been 
ſtopped by Mr. Menville's orders, but the 
man confeſſes that the 'ſtrange gentleman” 
cc told him he was a felon, for doing it, and 
10 he ſent them all away yeſterday, for there 
was no reaſon maſter ſhould make a felon of 

him „when thank God he was an honeſt 
man. 7 1 own this is a piece of ſervice, for 
which Tam thankful to Mr. Martin, and gives 
me a better opinion of him than I before en- 
tertained; my mind is relieved from many 
doubts, and you, 12 am ſure, muſt have been 
very 
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very imeaſy. Good en tran op 2 ele from 
ry derte. tet e 
1 lade a mot n wee 111 not re- 
pen it to you—he reproaches me ſeverely in- 
deed, but he ſhall not alter my purpoſe ; it * 
only convinces me of the neceſſity of adhering 
firmly to my reſolution, never to give up my 

jointure. A perſon calls on me to-morrow; | 

by his orders, he will allow me one 2 a | 
year, and I may live where I pleaſe; Tre=2 8 
warne caſtle is advertiſed for ſale; and che 2 1 

| 

| 

| 

| 


fooner I quit i: the better; he will never 


forgive my obſtinacy, or ſee me more. Oh? 
my dear, tis very hard thus to be cat 'off . 

for ever from a huſband's lode, thrown' on 

the world, to be the ſport of a thouſand ill- 
natured tongues, à thoufand ſcandalous con- 
jectures on my conduct, which nobody will 

believe to be free from blame; when I am 
deſerted by a man who doated on me, "who 
married me from affection only, and can ſo 
ſoon give me up for ever. No. tis im- 
poſſible Þ can' eſcape cenſure, and my reputa- 
tion 
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tion muſt ſuffer in the eyes of the world; 1 
have ſhed a torrent of tears over my ſweet 
child, ſhe has now but one parent to pre- 
ſerve and watch her tender years, -and-ſhield 
ber from the world's oppreſſion. - Tam thank+ 
ful for the allowance Mr. Menville has given 
me, tis ſuffieient to ſupport me in the way I 
ſhall chuſe to live —at preſent I can write no 


Vr. Menville's agent has been with me; 
every thing is concluded, and I have received 
2 hundred pounds, as the firſt year's allow- 
ance, and another note of equal value, as a 
Irgſenr, to pay the expences of my removal; 
I dig not think proper to refuſe it, and hav- 
ing nearly two hundred pounds of ty: ING 
La aue an. 5 18% Pe 


T3 mo 2 15 
£3 py 3 


111 have at out bs: 2 | wil to 2M 
me in the care of my child, which is the only 
ſervant I ſhall keep. Ann is this morning 
gone to London, and I ſhall leave this place 
alſo in a en gays, do not write therefore. 

Batley 
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Bailey and Suſan are much afflicted, and have 
both offered to attend me, but that cannot 

be. I have written to Mr. Menville, with- 
out any obſervations on the cruel parts of his 
letter; I only lament the loſs of his affec- 
tion, and grieve that I cannot, conſiſtent with 
what I think is my duty as a mother, comply 
with all his wiſhes ; I thank him for the in- 
come he has ſettled on me, and aſſure him I 
ſtill look forward with hope that we may one 
day be re-united ; mean time it ſhall be my 
ſtudy to deſerve his love, by devoting myſelf 
to the care of his dear child. This was 
nearly the purport of my letter, and now 
adieu, my dear Mrs, Colemore, 1 ſhall write 
no more from this place, although from the 
ſituation. of my mind, it is more congenial to 
my feelings, than the moſt delightful ſpot in 
nature could be, but nn v9 am, 1 n 
never ceaſe to be | 


Your a an 


| EMILY MENVILLE. 
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_ ROBERT MARTIN, ESQ. 
TO JOHN CHAMBERS, ESQ. 


Shall turn out a Don Quixote in good 
earneſt, and you may expect ſoon to ſee 


Publiſhed the wonderful atchievments of the 


renowned Robert Martin, Knight of the moſt 
beautiful lady inthe world. After all, Cham- 
bers, this is but a copy of my countenance, 


for I am in a horrid ill humour. Mrs. Men- 


ville has had an expreſs from her huſband ; a 
lawyer has been with her with deeds and 
parchnients, articles of ſeparation I ſuppoſt, 
SAT TA! but 
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but J can gain no intelligence; Bailey ſays 
ſhe weeps all the day long ( curſe on him- who 

gives her cauſe for it) that ſhe is packing up 

every thing; has hired a young girl as her 
only | attendant, and is preparing to leave 
them, but where ſhe is going they know not. 
The lawyer told Bailey, If that lady was 
my wife, I would not part with her for a 
thouſind worlds.” I am always on the 
watch, leſt ſhe ſhould eſcape me, for go 
where ſhe will, I am determined to be her 
| guardian, protector and ende, if ſhe will (per 
mit me. 


She has eſcaped, in ſpite of all my caution: 
hear how ſhe managed whilſt. my horſes are 
getting ready. This morning ſhe ſent Bailey 
to Penzance with a letter, deſiring he would 
wait for the poſt, if not come in, as ſhe was 
very anxious to hear from her friends. The 
fellow called on me in his way, and told 
me this, which flung me off my guard, and 
like a puppy, I ſet myſelf to write a long 
letter to Williams, and in ſhort, was near 

three 
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three hours employed before I took my uſual 
faunter round the houſe. All was ſtill, and 
I waited and walked at leaſt two hours more, 
before Bailey returned; he had a letter, 
which I knew was Mrs. Colemore's hand, I 
bid him go in and deliver it, and then return 
to me. The man returned indeed frightened 
out of his wits, LEES 

O Lord! fir, we are all undone.” - 


« How, why, what's the matter,” cried I. 
« Madam's gone.” 
« Gone! gone where?“ 


« Along with the lawyer, fir; Suſan ſays 
that about a half an hour after I went out, ſhe 
heard a ringing at the great gate, and when 
ſhe opened 1t, the gentleman drove in, in a 
poſt chaiſe, and ſo madam made the driver 
fetch down all her trunks, and they were 

2 | S244 put 
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put up to the chaiſe, except a way great 
one mme FEN 


N 1 are np ! ow . cri . | 
e. i 


ce Why, iced: fe; dad q * thing Suan 
can't tell, they all got into the chaiſe, and 
Madam gave Suſan two guineas, and left 
two for me, and, fir; ſhe left this letter for 
you,“ e one out of his Nen 

ba Cbnfound oh ſaid x nc it, 
« why did you not give it me.“ I tore it 
age ana wand the DE contents. 


0 Menn r MARTIN, ESQ. © 
Sir, 


I cannot leave this country without acknow- 
ledging myſelf obliged to your kind inten- 
tions in my behalf, though my particular 
ſituation would not permit me to receive your 

3 N . viſits, 
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viſits, nor can I ever admit the; viſits of any 
gentleman. during Mr. Menville's abſence, 
wherever I am. - You muſt permit me to 
obſerve, that as I am denied the delights of 
ſociety, from choice denied, it will give me 
very great pain, and in all probability, entire- 
ly ruin my future proſpects, by ſubjecting me 
to malicious obſervations, ſhould any gentle- 
man, how much ſoever my friend, follow me 
to the retirement I chuſe, and create ſuſpi- 
cions which might wound my peace for ever. 
I flatter myſelf Mr. Martin will ſee the im- 
propriety in the ſame light I do, and then 1 
ſhall always think myſelf obliged to his ſolici- 
tude, and if ever I am reſtored to happineſs, 
and the boſom of my friends, I ſhall with 
pleaſure ſee him included in that deſcription. 


EMILY MENVILLE, 


4 * 


Thus, Jack, all my hopes and n are 
annihilated, for 1 will obey the angel ; not 


for worlds would I Js her Pw or " 
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the breath of ſlander to wrong her purity. 

Wherever ſhe is, I may hear of her through 
Mrs. Colemore, and I am determined to cul- 
tivate her friendſhip, and her worthy huſ- 
band's; he was once my averſion, but now . 
with different ſentiments of men and man- 
ners, my reaſon bids me reſpect him. Aſter 
I had peruſed the above letter three or four 
times, I told Bailey ſhe was gone to viſit one 
of her friends, and did not chuſe to let me, or 


any one know where. I put a couple of - 


guineas into his hand, returned to my lodg- 
ings, ordered my horſes, and ſhall ſet off di- 
rectly for my return to London, A queer 
| ſort of an expedition this has been, and my 
romance is ſuddenly brought to a coneluſion, 
without my being able to diſcover whether 
my mind is moſt pained or pleaſed, there is 
ſuch a mixture of both ; but her dear letter 
will be for ever valuable, though it repreſſes 
my wiſhes to ſee and ſerve her. I muſt. 
adore her for the motives which has go- 
verned her determination, You will hear 
VOL, u., C from 
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MRS, MENVILLE TO MRS, COLEMORE, _ 


J IS near a fortnight, my dear friend, 


A ſince I wrote to you laſt, and I am now 


moſt delightfully ſituated in Glamorganſhire, 
in a ſweet little cottage, with a view of the 
ſea in front, and a beautiful garden, with 


riſing hills, at the back of it. My houſe 
conſiſts of a kitchen, two ſmall parlours, and 


wiree rooms over, quite large enough for me; 
tis very neatly furniſhed, and coſts me al- 


together but ſixteen guineas a year; there ate 


a.tew common cottages round us, and the 
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this ſituation; it belongs to the lawyer who 


houſe, ſuitable to my ſmall income, he aſked 


13 diſtance from town, I told him no; 
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gay town of Swanſea is about ſeven miles 
off, which I ſhall never viſit. You will na- 
turally be ſurpriſed how I came to know of 


managed Mr. Menville's buſineſs; in the 
courſe of the converſation which paſſed be- 
tween us, the man, I thought, viewed me 
with compaſſion and reſpect, and as I hap- 
pened to ſay I wiſhed much for ſome retired 


me if I was particular as to ſituation, or 


„ We on like Wales?“ 
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Then, madam, you may go when you 


pleaſe, a tenant of mine is now with me, and 
mall be ou conductor.” „ SO 
N 1 my dear Mrs, Cola could 
have happened more opportune; or more 
. - agreeable to my wiſhes. We then concert- 
ed together the whole plan; I was deſirous - 
to conceal my departure and reſidence equally ß 
from Bailey and Mr. Martin, who I had 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, watched all my motions ; 


I therefore, on the morning Mr. Watſon the | | JN 


lawyer called for me, ſent the former out 
of the way for three or four hours, and 
proceeded ſafely on my journey ; it was a 
tedious one, but I arrived in perſect health 
and ſafety, with my child, and the girl I had 
taken, and found the houſe and garden much 
beyond my moſt ſanguine expectations. I am 
now comfortably ſettled, the air is ſoft and 
refreſhing, the country beautiful, and unleſs I 
| ſhould be fo fortunate as to be recalled by 
Mr. Menville, in all probability I am fixed 
for a long, long time. You will remember, 
C3 in 
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in the deſcription of my cottage, that I have 
one qpare room to actommodate a friend. 1 
hope no letter of your's will arrive at the 
caſtle during my abſence, if it does, I muſt 
depend on the kindneſs of Mr. Watſon to 
tranſmit it; he has promiſed to call at the 
poſt· office, and take up any letters addreſſed 
to me, which will, I flatter myſelf, prevent their 
being ſent on to Trewarne. I earneſtly wiſh 
10 know whether Mr, Menville has left Eng- 
land; if the proſecution goes on, and other 
matters very intereſting to me. Alas! my 
dear Mrs. Colemore, I endeavour to ſtruggle 
againſt ſorrow and regret, for loſt happineſs; 
J wiſh for calmneſs and fortitude to bear 
thoſe evils I cannot avoid, but I find the taſk 
is not an eaſy one, for though I do not in- 
dulge, yet I cannot repreſs or ſubdue thoſe 
painful feelings which a wife and a mother 
muſt endure, at the ſtrange, ſtrange reverſe a 
few months have produced in my ſituation. 
Believe me, tis not the loſs of ſplendour and 
riches, which can give me a moment's pain, 


oh! no, tis the unhappy connexion which 


WOMAN AS SEE SHOULD: BE. 3 
Mr. Menville has formed, tis the loſs of his 


affection, the 1 injury his character muſt ſuſtain, 


'tis the reflection that he cannot find happi- 
neſs attainable in his preſent-purſuits, and that 
his boſom muſt be wounded, deeply ſo, when- 
ever the hour of reflection arrives, and when 


it may be too late to procure peace to him- 


{elf or others. For myſelf, I am as rich as 
I wiſh to be, my wants are very few; and. be 
ing aſſured my child will: hereaſter be pro 
vided for, I have only to bring her up in that 
mediocrity of expectations, tliat may preelue 
pride or vanity from taking hold of her mind, 
and to cultivate that mind, © to teach the 
young idea how to ſhoot,” will henceforth 
be my only and delightful employment. 
Will you have the goodneſs to tell me if An- 
_ thony is ſtill at Sudbury, or what is become 
of him ; ſtrange that he ſhould entirely deſert 
a ſiſter who never offended him; it appears 
as if I was caſt off like an alien from all my 
family connexions. Let me have the happi- 
neſs of hearing from you ſoon, but keep my 
C 4 1 
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| MRS. COLBMORE. TO: MRS. \MENVILLE, , | | 
HANK. heaven, my dear friend, I have 
at laſt heard from you, we received three 
letters at once. *Tis impoſſible to give you 
any idea of our anxiety on your account, and 
the very day your letters came to hand, Mr. 
Colemore propoſed going to town, and to 
call on Lady Hartwill, or on Menville him- 
ſelf. We were almoſt out of our wits with. - 
joy when we had the letters, but the contents, ; 


particularly of the laſt, has almoſt broken 
eur hearts. You certainly acted with becom- 


; Cs - 


* 
— 


28 . WOMAN'&S SHE. SHOULD: BE. 


ing ſpirit and ſtrict juſtice, i in refuſing to give 
up your jointure ; I wiſh you had done the 
fame by your annual ſettlement ; wretch as 
he-is to accept your offer, what meanneſs and 
injuſtice ! but I have ever obſerved, when a 
man's mind is wholly engroſſed by one ſel- 
fiſt: paſſion, he will give up all ſecondary con- 
ſiderations, and oftentimes commit the moſt 
flagrant acts of injuſtice to gratify that ruling; 
paſſion, particularly when vice is che predo- 
minant feature in his character; and be an- 
gry if you will, T muſt ſay that I think Mr. 
Menville that character. When he came to- 
Sudbury, he heard you the theme of univer- 
fal admiration; he muſt have heard. too, your 
particular ſituation ; he ſaw you, he loved you; 
and found gratification to his vanity and con- 
ſequence in ſupplanting, another: your un- 
worthy uncle, dazzled by riches, was blind to 
the injuſtice and your dear parent, folicitous 
to. ſecure an independence to his children, 
was perſuaded, compelled, I may lay, to aid 
their deſigns, contrary to his better judgment 
ang goodneſs of heart, Thus the outſet. of 
$ Mr. 
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Mr. NMenvilles conduct was founded in iqjuſ- 
tice and eruelty what could be expected 
from a man, ho too evidently was govern- 
ed by his Paſſions only. An angel was an 
unfit companion for ſuch a man. Like minds 
cling to each other, Miſs Shepherd, worthleſs, 
vain, volatile and capricious, was the woman 
beſt formed to pleaſe him, and a wife whoſe 
goodneſs and virtue was hourly a. reproach. 
to his conſcience, muſt be got rid of at any. 
rate. But let them go, depend upon it my 


dear friend, they will. find mutual puniſhment 1 


in their mutual crimes, and, in a-ſhort time; 
heartily deteſt each other. Mr. Menyille has, 
certainly diſpoſed of all his eſtates, and rea- 
lized a great deal of money, but I hear. he: 
has loſt many thouſands at play, though you, 
my dear, never ſuppoſed he had that vice 
but you was deceived and blind to his faults 
of every kind; 1 ſaw too much, but I knew TI 
ſhould not be permitted to make my obſervati- 
ons to you, and conſequently was obliged to be 
ſilent; but enough of this, I ſhall write to Lady 
nn and inform her of your health and 

I ſituation, | 
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ſiruation, and from her may obtain ſome in 
telligence that may be proper for | vou to 
know. If you remove from Trewarne, pr: 7 
write directly, that we may meet you, for we 
all join moſt earneſtly (and will not take a 
_ denial) in requeſting you will oblige us with 
your company. Oh! how happy will you 
make us all—my dear, dear friend, appoint 
your day, and we will meet you with tranſ- 
port. My father and mother, who have not 
been ten miles from Sudbury theſe twelve 
years, will be of our party for fifty miles at 
leaſt. Haſten to us my beloved friend, I 
will nurſe your ſweet little Emily, and all our 
endeavours will be exerted to make you: 
n 


E. M. COLEMORE.. ' 
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HRE E dw firiees my beloved wie, | 
I gave my hand to Sir Charles Went 
worth; I knew vou would rejoice to hear it, 
and retired yeſterday to my dreſſing· room, 
purpoſely to write, when I was prevented by 
the arrival of your letter; and two, Sir Charles 
received from England. Never was ſurpriſe 
and affliction equal to mine, at the contents: 
you have fought. to deceive me into a belief 
that you was on a pleaſant excurſion at one of 
oe ER. * 
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„* WOMAN: AS SHE SHOULD' BR: 


Mr. Menville's ſeats. 
had no friends or correſpondents, to whom 


your intereſt was dear, that would not inform 


us better? yes, my unfortunate Emily (no more 
Menville, I deteſt the name) yes, we know 
all, know that your worthleſs huſband has that; 


infamous Thurkill in his houſe ; that you are 
baniſhed to the extremity of the kingdom, 
and that he going to ruin with all: poſſible 


expedition. Good God ! is this the ſituation. 
of a woman, whoſe perſon: and mind 1s un-- 
rivalled, whoſe. merits. would be degraded hy 
a compariſon with almoſt any other woman ?. 
J am diſtracted, I told Sir Charles, had thoſe 
letters arrived two days ſooner, I never 
ſhould have reconciled.'myſelf to a ſecond 
marriage. I could tear my hair for vexas 
tion, when I think of the diſtance. between 
us, and that it will be at leaſt four months 
before we ſhall. return to England; would to 


heaven you could come to us, yet I Know 


you cannot: no father, no huſband, no bro- 
ther to protect you; pardon me for enume 
"_— 1 cauſes for * 1 ought. no 


Could you think we 


1 
I 
2 
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to do that, but I ſcarce know what J write; 
the only conſolation J can find, is, in your 
ſtrength of mind and uncommon fortitude'z- - 
that, and the happy conſciouſneſs of not de- 
ſerving your unmerited ill treatment, will, 1 
_ truſt, preſerve your ſpirits and health from 
being too deeply affected. Your deference 
to the character of a worthleſs huſband, and 
generous concern for my feelings, I am per- 
ſuaded induced you to conceal from me your 
fituation ; your kind motives are evident, and 
I thank you for them, but © ill news flies on n 
eagle's wings,” and tales of ſcandal are quick» *' 
ly promulgated from kingdom to kingdoms 
Jam interrupted—oh |: my dear friend! and 
to whom, think you, I was called down? my 
| ſurpriſe, my joy was inexpreſſible! to ſee a 
much valued acquaintance of mine, the true- 
eſt,, warmeſt friend of my Emily's | it wag... 
Capt. Harley! He arrived yeſterday at Spa; 
with a party of friends, ſome of whom are 
ill, and. whoſe ſtories, he ſays, are very extra- 
dinary. He eagerly enquired after your 
health; my confuſion at the queſtion alarms -- 
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ed him, and I found myſelf under a neceſſity 

ol telling the whole truth, to avoid the ſuſ- 

picion of concealing ſtill worſe intelligence. 

I will not deſcribe to you his emotions, they 
were terrible, and L more than once repented 

kaving begun my relation, but he kept me 

to it, and I was obliged to repeat the purport 
of the letters we had received, without re- 

ferve.. I will not tax your ſenſibility, by re- 

lating our converſation, for above two hours 

that he ſtayed with me; juſt as he was about 

to take leave, Sir Charles came in, I intro- 
duced them to each other; Sir Charles re- 

ceived him with a warmth of attention that 

delighted me; he preſſed him to dine with. 


« Excuſe me fir,” cried poor Harley, 
I am now unfit for company, but I will do 
myſelf the pleaſure of calling in to-morrow, 
for indeed, Sir Charles, I muſt draw on Lady 
Wentworth for the principal pleaſures I can 
_ derive from being at Spa, if you wil We 
me to bc a frequent viſitor,” 
= | We 


WOMAN As SHE SHOULD BE. 45 
We aſſured him with great truth his com- 
pany would be a conſiderable addition to our 
happineſs, and prevailed on him to promiſe 
hs would ſpend the following day with us. 
It was by mere accident he heard of my be- 
ing here; he called in at a Coffee Houſe, 
and heard one gentleman ſay to another, 


.* Do you know Sir Charles Weneworth, 2 
who . day W 8 | 


9 I have, 8 him,“ replied the nr 
| © but have not the honour of his acquaint- 
ance, Who did he marry, pray?” 


« Mrs. Bertie, the niece of Mrs. Moleſ- 
worth, a pretty widow, with a capital fortune. 


This ſet Harley enquiring where we re- 
ſided, and brought him inſtantly to our lodg- 
ings. I ſhall not cloſe this letter till after 
to-morrow, when I am to have ſome account 
of TOO 8 r 


Captain 
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Captain Harley kept his promiſe, and 
dined with us, but really he looked fo ill, and 
eat ſo little, that I was, quite diſtreſſed for 
him; my uncle and Mr. Sackville are charm- 

ed with him, and we all regretted that ſuch 
a man's happineſs ſhould be. ſacrificed to the 
vanity and temporary | paſſion of ——I was 
going to ſay a monſter. Harley ſurpriſed 
me very much, by informing; me he had 
correſponded: with Mrs. Colemore ever ſince 
he left England. A fly puſs, ſhe never ſaid 
a word of it; he is in hourly expectation of 
a letter from her—ſhe has the hiſtory of his 
friends I find; pray did ſhe ever mentiom it 
to you? He has given me a paper to read, 
which I ſtiall do when 1 have finiſhed this 
letter. Keep up your ſpirits my deareſt 
friend, leave the wild country you are in, 
take an elegant houſe at Sudbury (if your 
brother does not offer you his, which I ſup- 
poſe he will do) live in the. boſom of your 
friends, enjoy yourſelf comfortably, and be 
_ aſſured a day of retribution will come, when 
virtues e your's will ws rewarded,. and 
ſhame 
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ſhame and contempt, added to remorſe and 
ſorrow, will ſting the breaſts of thoſe who. 
have wounded your peace. Let me entreat 
you to write ſoon, no need of reſerve now. 
] muſt and will know every thing that re- 
lates to you. Poor Harley entreats his re- 
ſpectful condolements for every ſorrow you 
feel, happy if he had the Power to draw the 
thorn from yours and plant it in his own bo- 
ſom. Sir Charles, my uncle, aunt, and Mr. | 
Sackville, all join in love and admiration - 0 


your conduct, with her, who to the laſt hour |; 


of her life, muſt be your faithful ben: affec- 
x7 Y 


tionate friend, un A 


CHARLOTTE  WENTWORTH, 


LETTER 
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"MRS, MENVILLE TO MRS. COLEMORT. 


FORGI VE me, my amiable friend, that 


with your-wiſhes; I expected no leſs from 


tion and ſorrow have depreſſed my {pirits, 
though it has not entirely ſubdued my mind, 


TT ER OV: 


I 


* 


—— 


I cannot bring my mind to accord 


your kindneſs, than an invitation to your 
houſe, and J feel equally obliged to you, as 
if I accepted your friendly offer; but it will 
not, do my dear Mrs. Colemore, I am not 
fitted for company, my mind is not tuned to 
the harmony of love and friendſhip ; vexa- 


but 


* 
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put in ſolitude only I find relief. The kind 
compaſſionating looks of friends would wound 
more deeply than even reproach or anger 
could do. In ſhort, here I am unknown, I 
may indulge every feeling of my heart; no 
intruding viſitors, no curious eyes examine 
into the cauſe of my ſorrows, and I can wan- 
der for hours by the ſea-ſide, or climb the 
hills in a calm evening, view the ſun declin- 
ing ſlowly over the mountains, enjoy the 

ſober twilight, and return unobſerved to my : 
cottage. Such are the pleaſures which give 
peace to my boſom, and when returning, I claſp 
my ſweet Emily to my heart, or, ' ſometimes 


make her a companion of my walks; tell me, 


my dear friend, where I can enjoy equal tran- 
quillity ? tell me, why I ſhould wound the 
peace of my friends, without affording the 
leaſt ray of conſolation to myſeif? it cannot 
be; in this retirement I find repoſe, in the 
world I have taſted only the bitterneſs of 
ſorrow, therefore here I am fixed; perhaps 
for life. I was called off from apy pen op 
my cds BIT Patty, 

3 ; WO. 
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cc A poor woman, wen is taken i ina 
0 at the door.“ 171 


— 


1 ene to 1 the” * ded. in a fit, 
I was much terrified, but with the help of 
hartſhorn, - water, &c. ſhe recovered; her 
countenance was pale and ſickly, yet intereſt- 
ing from a pair of expreſſive eyes ; ſhe ſeem- 
ed to be about nine and twenty, or thirty ; I 
helped her into the houſe ; it was long be- 
fore ſhe could ſpeak, at length, e 


*, 


c Your charity, FER has reſtored to 
life'a wretch, little ſenſible of the bleſſing, if 
it is one, to me tis cy” a OO of 
forrow.” - 


4 am ſorry to hear you ſay ſo,” replied 
I, “ health and life were certainly intended 
as bleſſings, we may, by indulging grief, in- 
jure the one, but we ought not to throw 
away the other, tis the gift of the Almighty, 

and his will only ſhould recall it” 


* Ah, 


% Ah, madam!” anſwered ſhe, „my 
forrows are of that peculiar” kind, that every: 
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hour adds bitterneſs to a life of woe.” 
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I ſaw ſhe was extremely weak and faint; I 
ordered ſome refreſhment, : ſhe would only 
take a cup of milk, and eat one mouthful of 
bread ; after a ape: time ſhe ae to take 


* 


0 Pra how far are you going! 2” I aſked, ; 


* If poll, to Swanſea madam.” | 


* 
2 . 
* X. * f 4 : 3 


Re Have you friends there? 


« No; ** hack I am out of ſervice, 


and have been ill, tis now the watering ſea- 
ſon, and I hope to get a ſituation as nurſe 
maid; I have a recommendation to a ** 5 


there.“ 


e J wiſh,” aid: I; with ſome earneſtneſs, 
I wiſh 1 could keep you myſelf, I feel in- 
tereſted 


46 * WOMAN As SHE SHOULD/BE; 
- tereſted for you, but 1 cannot a to > pay 
you as you deſerve, 554 2d0 57% word? 
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«© Dear madam,” aid the, 8 her 
hantls,” „ talk not of payment, give me a 
little food, and a 3 to cover me, 

— 1 brit 


* This is 1 . F 2 Phe 
« but far be it from me to take any advan- 
tage of your diſtreſſed ſituation; if, as you 
appear rather in a weak ſtate of health at 
preſent, you have an inclination to ſtay with 
me for a few days. or eren I ſhall with 


pleaſure receive you.” 


* « Js it poſtible, Waden; faid ſhe, © you 
can have ſo much conſideration for a perfect 
ſtranger, whoſe character and connexions 
you know nothing of, and fuch is my unfor- 
tunate ſituation, that I dare not appeal to 
either the one or the other, but merely to 
the recommendation. of the _ 1 laſt lived 


; with, Fs | E 14 ken [FS . 33 


2 


f 1 

wy ce 0 

1433 | 7 
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upon thoſe who have any ad 200 com- . 
paſſion,” replied I, * and therefore if you - 


like to ſtay with me *rill you are in better 
health, and fit to undergo the fatigues of 
ſervitude, you are exceedingly welcome.“ 

The poor creature burſt into tears of grati- 


tude, and I found, in the courſe of an hour's - 


converſation, - that ſhe was' ſenſible and well 
informed; ſhe ſaid ſhe was the daughter of 


a clergyman, who dying, left little or noth- 


ing for his children; that her particular miſ- 
fortunes originated from her own imprudence, 
which had unhappily involved others very 
dear to her, ſhe was therefore content to ſuf. 
ter, conſcious that ſhe too juſtly merited 
every evil that had befallen her. Perhaps 
you will blame me, my dear Mrs. Colemore, 
for receiving a ſtranger into my houſe ſo haſ- 
tily; frigid caution indeed might have ſug- 


geſted doubts and ſuſpicions, and I may be 
Vvrong, yet there was ſomething in this young 


woman's countenance that intereſted me, and 
her candour in acknowledging ſhe has been 
VOL. 11. D imprudent 
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imprudent, deſerves ſome: confidence, and 1 


muſt hope I ſhall be juſtified to myſelf for 
OT wank _ n os pat 


1 have this moment a OW 5 Mrs. 0 


mean from Lady) Wentworth, the contents 
have ſurpriſed and pained me; he has met 
with Captain Harley at Spa, with fome 
friends, of whoſe hiſtory he ſays you are well 
informed. I am very much concerned, ſome 
officious perſon has wrote Sir Charles Went- 
worth every thing relative to Mr. Menville 
and myſelf, which has given my friends a 
great deal of uncaſineſs, and what is ſtill 
worſe, Lady Wentworth has communicated 
the whole to Captain Harley, the laſt man on 
earth to whom I would wiſh to have my 
ſituation known. Thank heaven, ſhe does 
not know. the narrowneſs of my income, 
and I beſcech you, if your correſpondence 
is continued with Captain Harley, that you 
will not mention it, I ſicken at the idea of 
giving him pain, or being conſidered by 


him as an object of compaſſion, and I hope 


this 


WE 1 
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| this is the laſt time I ſhall: have occaſion to 
mention his name. Make my warmeſt ac- 
knowledgements to Doctor and Mrs. Ellis, 
for their intended kindneſs ; whilſt I have the 
gratification to know I am eſteemed by ſuch 
worthy characters, and enjoy the friendſhip 
of Mrs. Colemore and Lady Wentworth; 
whilſt I can examine my own heart without 
fear or reproach ; whilſt my dear child con- 
tinues well, and my income is ſufficient for 
all my wants; whilſt I enjoy ſo many bleſ- 
ſings, it would be the baſeſt ingratitude ta 
indulge a repining ſpirit, and I truſt I ſhall 
ever be thankful to the Almighty for the 
good I enjoy, and ſupport the evil with pa- 
tience and reſignation. My cottage is de- 
lightful, the garden a paradiſe of {weets, and 
the proſpect from the hills behind, truly pic- 
tureſque and beautiful; nothing is wanting to 
render it compleat, but the company of my 
friends. I will not deſpair, but that I may 
one day or other enjoy that deſirable addi- 
tion. Adieu, my dear Mrs. Colemore, my 


D eg affectionate 
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N 1 


Uns. co MORE TO MRS. MENVILLE, 


T WRITE immediately on the receipt of 
your's, to complain, to ſcold you, my un- 
kind correſpondent, for ſo cruelly diſappointing 
us. We had ſet our hearts upon having you 
with us; and now, not content with reject- 
ing the ſociety of your friends, you have ſet- 


tled at an immenſe diſtance, purpoſely that 


you may not be troubled with our company. 


But you may. depend upon a puniſhment 


adequate to your crime. You know, “ if 
the mountain cannot come. to Mahomet, 
| D3 Mahomet 
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Mahomet muſt go to the mountain.” Mr. 
Colemore and myſelf are abſolutely deter- 
mined on a journey into Wales, ſo ſee what 


you will profit by your obſtinacy. 


I am "FUR to hear Mrs. Bertie is W 
Lady Wentworth. As to the circumſtance 
of her meeting an old acquaintapce, I ex- 
pected it, becauſe his laſt letter informed me 
of his intended route. The hiſtory of thoſe 
friends you ſhall know; ſcrupulous as you 
are, you mutt hear a ſtory which does him 
honour, although the circumſtances are truly 


of 


| nne But of that anocher time. * J 


dan Weender Abe ed on my A 
ther laſt week, to ſettle ſome buſineſs pre- 
vious to his going abroad with a young no- 
bleman. Mr. Menville having declined act- 

ing as a truſtee, my father adviſed him againſt 
a ſcheme which he thought the mediocrity of 
his income was not equal to: bur the gen- 
tleman was tenacious of his rights, and would 
not 9 8 reaſoned out of his frolie; fo at length 
7 -. JO: 
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Zool. a year is allowed him, and'a world of 


good advice given, which I ſaw might well 


have been ſpared. My father aſked, * Did : 
he not intend ſeeing his n IS he 5 ; 


England * 


YL e 


« He hay tabs; head ed 
* * of Nr. r ſeats.” > 


Wo 


« No, Sir,” ſaid my coker; with ſons 


ſeverity, © Mrs. Menville is not at any houſe 
of her huſband's. - He has thought proper to 


_ ſeparate himſelf from her, and ſhe has buried 
herſelf in a n cortage near Swanſe. "Br 


* Indeed! 2? Teplice the e 


I think ſhe has acted very wrong to diſ- 


oblige Mr. Menville; to be ſure, he con- 
ducted his affair awkwardly; but if every 
woman took it to heart, becauſe her huſband 
had a little affair of gallantry, there would 
be few married couples live together, he 


believed. For my part,” continued he, 1 
hall not interfere between man and wife: 
D 4 and 
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and the beſt. thing ſhe can do, is to be blind 
fo d whit the cannot prevent. 85 
iz vorlisf 4h 
tht Saber was ablolurely-ir in a rage: : he 
gere the young man ſuch a lecture, and in 
ſuch terms, as, I think, he will not eaſily 
ſorget or forgive. They parted on very ill 
terms. The houſe is let to a gentleman for 
an occaſional reſidence, as he lives moſtly in 
town. Your eſtate. is let on a long leaſe to 
4 Colonel Huntley. The Shepherds are 
gone to Boulogne; and it is generally be- 
lieved he has done pretty well for himſelf at 
Mr. Menville's expence. Another circum- 
ſtance I muſt tell you, which is, that your | 
huſband actually gave $oool, with Mrs. 
Thurkill : the old woman, on her return to 
Sudbury, boaſted of it to ſome of her in- 
timates in confidence; and in confidence it has 
made its way round the neighbourhood. I 
always ſuſpected there was ſome deception 
in that buſineſs. Mr. Menville and his lady 
* miſtreſs left town laſt. Monday for Paris. 
The trial comes on this week. | 


The 


-- 


* 
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The ſtory you mention of the young wo- 
man you have received into your houſe is, 


tiable. I will not give you my thoughts on: 
the protection you have offered her, becauſe, 


like moſt ſagacious folks, I will judge by the 


event: but your motive was doubtleſs pure 
benevolence, and 1 hope ſhe will deſerve. * 


your; kindneſs. 


And now, my dear Mrs. Menville, pre- 
pare yourſelf to receive very ſoon a torrent 


af reproaches; and take care I find your 


| boaſted Paradiſe all you have deſcribed it to 
be, otherwiſe, depend upon it, you will be 


taken priſoner, and carried off by force of 
arms. I do not requeſt an anſwer to this 
letter, becauſe a perſonal intercourſe will be 


more gratifying, - Heavens bleſs 00 * we 
— 


| Your affectionate, 


E. M. COLEMORE. 


Ds A ktter 


e 
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A letter from town this martlent—Fhe - 
trial came on yeſterday; / Mr. M. is caſt in 
5ogol; damages! Before I could cloſe my 
letter,” I was informed Mr. Martin was be- 
low, and requeſted permiſſion to wait on 
me. I accordingly admitted him: he apo- 
logized for his intruſion, and delivered me a 
letter, which I find came to hand the day 
you left the Caſtle, and which J had entirely 
forgotten to enquire about, though I recol- 
lected you acknowledged the receipt of one 
letter only from me at that time. He ac- 
quainted me with his whole peregrination 
into Cornwall, execrated Mr. Menville, and 
then run into a long detail about himſelf, 
made me quite a father, or more properly 
ſpeaking, a mother- confeſſor. My angel 
friend had converted him; were all women 
like her, men would never be villains.“ 


« Pretty doctrine that, ſaid I; © you 
want to make the females anſwerable for all 
the crimes and follies you commit; you are 
both tempter and accuſer. But pray, how 
r 
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could woman err, ir man did not, like the 
inſidious ſerpent, pour poiſon in her ear? 
Even the deſpicable Mrs. Thurkill, frivo- 
lous, vain, and capricious by nature, pre- 
ſerved her character, till chat blind, un- 
worthy Menville ſeduced her fangs mem 
and virtue | 


- SY 
\ 


40 Oh ! do not mention them,” cried 
Martin: „I deteſt ben. But tell me, dear 
Madam, how does Mrs. Menville' do?” bs 
ſhe at Sudbury with hero 1520 Of. TT 


„ 
ESE. 48809 
is nine 


40 No, indeed, "1 replied, « ſhe Will not 


honour us ſo far; nor am I at liberty to 


acquaint any body with her place of reſi- 
dence. I ſhall, however, ſoon viſit her, and 
will make known to her the kind intereſt 
you take in her affairs, and the wonderful 
reformation ſhe has made in your manners. 


I hope, too, your preſent * reſolutions 


will be Ms " 


by * # 1 * 
„„ CTR þ 
4 & +S L . * - 


- Ds —¹˙ 


? 


[1 
I 
. * 
2 
1 * 
Us þ % 
: : 7 
| x 
: : 
PH 
| {8 
1 
N 
Bl 
7 85 
i” 9% 
11 F 
bo 
"4 14 
5 
i £4 
TH 4 
13 
; * - y 
2 * 
I 
* * 
iT” i 
' 1 
13 
1 "9 
f bo 
T2 
14 33 
| 43 
4 
| Ha 
' 3 
” © * 
g 
. 7 


we: 
4 , 
1 
$4 
1 
1 
38 


+ 29 — 
pg, 4b ge 


— — — EN —.— 
* TL * — * 2 
r n 


LAN A8 SHE SHOULD: BE. 


| 10, I *. ſo, too,” he ſaid; © and he had 
one powerful motive which would oblige 
him to watch over his future conduct, the 
hope of deſerving the eſteem of Mrs. Men- 
ville and her friends; and then I will pre- 
ſume to requeſt the honour of being ad- 
mitted as a friend by Mr. and Mrs. Cole- 

more.“ 


ONE Ido _—_— you, | Mr. Martin,” anfwered 
J, very ſeriouſly, - ce it gives me very ſincere 
pleaſure to hear you talk ſo; and both Mr. 
Colemore 28 n will be aa happy 


to ſee you.” 
O VT: l ein on 


' 2 This permiſſion, [+ Ee: 1s ** I ear- 


* 8 ; 


neftly... wiſhed for. You. are going to viſit 
Mrs., A when ſhall you return to 

. AE | 
© « «In leſs than. a. 8 a Treplied: >, Ds 
your addreſs, and Mr. Colemore will readily 
Lam ſure, write you a line on our return.“ 
deren 1 . 2 -£ 
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The man was quite delighted, and took 
leave with the higheſt reſpect, and a thou- 
ſand good wiſhes for the nn Mrs. 
Menville. 


I congratulate you, my dear, on your pro- 
ſelyte. You have really done wonders,. — 
tamed a wild monſter, (for ſuch J have been 
informed he was amongſt our ſex,) and turn- 
ed a lion into a lamb, - Once more adieu. 


> >>> 
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MRS. MENVILLE TO LADY WENTWORTH. 


HAVE received your kind letter, my 

. deareſt Charlotte. Permit me to make 
my warmeſt congratulations to you and Sir 
Charles on your happy union: tis an union 
of hearts, approved by reaſon, and confirm- 
ed by the merits of both parties; there is 
little doubt, therefore, to be entertained of 
its ſtability ; and in the felicity of my friends 
1 ſhall ever find my own. 


That you ſhould have ſuffered any un- 
eaſineſs on my account, gives me real pain; 
| | for, 
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for; indeed; my much. loved friend; I am not 
the unhappy being you ſuppoſe me to. be. 
F am pleafantly and comfortably ſettled, my 
ſweet child improves every day, and I look 
forward with hope and tranquillity to ftill 
happier days; to the time when reaſon will 
re-afſume her empire, and a baneful influence, 
which at preſent embitters our hours, will be 
no more; when the father of my Emily will 
return, and embrace with tranſport a wife 
and child, dearer to his heart than ever from 
a temporary ſeparation. Let me entreat you 
therefore, my dear Lady Wentworth, when- 
ever you ſpeak of Mr. Menville, to conſider 
him as the huſband of your friend; enu- 
merate his virtues, but be his errors for- 
gotten. A time will come, 1 know it will, 
when he will deſerve your eſteem ; and if 1 
forgive him, who has a We to . ; 
him? 
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1 expected in this retired ſituation to hive 
remained entirely unknown. Chance threw 


me yeſterday in the way of a perſon that, of . 


1 
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1 all others, I would have avoided, Lord Long- 
ö field. I was taking a ſolitary walk with my 
child and a young woman who lives with 
4 me yeſterday morning, on the top of the hill 
behind my houſe. We had rambled ſome 
time, admiring the beautiful proſpects, when 
2 pointer ran paſt us, and preſently we heard 
= awhiſtle calling him back. We turned, and. 
il law a gentleman walking ſlowly after us with. 
2 fowling-piece / in his hand. He quickly 
_ overtook us; and bowing as he paſſed, I 
was aſtoniſhed to ſee Lord Longfield. 


ville!“ 


cc 1 hope your Lordthip is well,“ ban 
mered 1 


8 a Hour Madam,” ſaid he, what a for- 
tunate rencounter is this. Little did I ex- 
pect the happineſs of ſeeing you in Wales, 
when I was informed you reſided. in Corn- 
Wall.“ 


« 7 have 
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ee I have been in Cornwall, my Lord, and 
my reſidence here has been of ſhort du- 
ration.” 


3 


« May I be cies to aſk, lane if 
you live in this e ny £3053 


« Lou may, my Lord ; the white cottage 


_ underneath this hill is my habitation. I came 


here to live entirely ſecluded from all my 


acquaintance : I admit no viſits; I pay none. 


The peculiar ſituation in which I ſtand ren- 
ders either highly improper ; and I wiſh to 
be acquitted to the world, as well as to my 
Own heart. A | 1 


« ] delions; Madam,” returned his Lord- 
ſhip, © there are no doubts reſpecting Mrs. 
Menville's propriety of conduct in the breaſt 
of any one who has the honour to know her; 
but I reſpe& your motives for this excluſion; 
and, however ardently I may wiſh for an 
opportunity to wait on you, I would not in- 

EY, 1 5885 __  rrude 
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trude on a reſolution * 5 m—_ ene 
and delicacy. „„ 


-« 1 feel myſelf exceedingly obliged to 
your Lordſhip; and if ever 1 am happy 
enough to open my doors to my friends, I 
ſhall be honoured to include Lord i 
1 in that deſcription. 


Y n ne a polite anſwer, and with a 
reſpectful bow took 5 and gap * 
walk. 1 15 


bet With him hos given me me un- 
W J find, on enquiry, he has a ſmall 
houſe about three miles from hence: tis un- 
lucky, for I recollect the malicious reflection 
Mr. Menville threw out relative to his Lord- 
ſhip's viſits in town; and, ſolicitous as I am, 
that my conduct ſhall ſtand the teſt of every 
enquiry, the choice of a houſe ſo near him 
may ſubject me to thoſe cenſures which it 
moſt behoves me to avoid. Perhaps I had 
bettor — gone to Sudbury, and reſided 
under 


p 
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under ROY eyes of my fringes; yet my little 
income could not have maintained me there. 
In ſhort, I have nothing to do but to avoid 
any chance of meeting with his Lordſhip, by 
giving up my favourite walks on the hill, 
and reſting on the integrity of my heart, 
endeavour to be as . as nn W way: 
OR ar | 


I am very a anden you ſhould 

have. found any neceſſity to acquaint Captain 
Harley with my ſituation. - There is 4 native 
pride in the human heart that cannot well 
ſupport the idea of being lowered, either by 


misfortune or accidental circumſtances, in 
the opinion of thoſe who once held us in 


reſpect: and, although from you and Mrs. 
Colemore I would have no reſerves, yet I 


cannot ſee that it is at all neceſſary to tax the 


compaſſion or feelings of others who may 
not be ee 1 fo 


unn me, my dead Lady Wenpnsele if 


Iam peruſant: there are perſons from whom 


I would 
> 
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T would particularly wiſh to conceal any diſ- 
agreeable. occurrences, and within your fa- 
mily only would I have my affairs mentioned. 
It would be affectation not to acknowledge 
myſelf obliged to Captain Harley for the 
intereſt he takes in my happineſs; hut you 
muſt ſee the propriety of my requeſt; that 
my name may be mentioned as ſeldom as 
poſſible to him, or his to me. 


I have this morning received a letter from 
Mrs. Colemore, which has given me more 
pleaſure than I could poſſibly expect. She 
and her worthy huſband are coming to viſit 
me: tis truly kind and conſiderate. They 
ſhall find I have health and ſpirits to en- 
tertain them, without being too great a tax 
on Weir an and r 0 
e did not in your laſt letter mention 
che ſtate of your uncle's health. I hope, 
therefore, he is the better for his journey. 
0 __ your n aunt, the good Mr. 
S 4 
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Sackville, indeed, to all my friends, preſent 


my beſt reſpects: and do you, my deareſt - 


Lady Wentworth, aſſure yourſelf and sir 
Charles, chat I a am in {every ſituation, 


' Your faithful, 


And unalterable, 


EMILY MENVILLE. 


LETTER 
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I muſt ſcribble every little occurrence that I 


ſenſibly affected on entering the apartment. 
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LADY WEN TwWORTH TO MRS, MENVILLE. 


ITHOUT. wing or indeed ex- 
pecting yet any anſwer to my laſt 
letter, now that I know how to addreſs you, 


think will amuſe you. Two days ago, at 
Captain Harley's requeſt, ſeconded by my 
own inclination, I called to fee Mr. and Mrs. 
Neville, the Captain's friends: the worthy 
Clayton is alſo of the party. I was very 


Mr. Neville is very far gone in a decline; 
© 3 his 
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his amiable wife looks the image of grief 
and deſpair. They expreſſed themſelves: in 


— 


ſuch handſome terms on what they called 


the honour I did them, that I found myſelf 


extremely prejudiced in their favour. In- 
deed, their appearance is prepoſſeſſing, ex- 


ceedingly delicate, gentle in their manners, 
and that look of reftrained ſorrow which 


catches the heart, and awakens all your ſen- 
ſibility, With what grateful delight did they 


dwell on the virtues of Captain Harley, when 
he occaſionally left the room. The three 
ſweet children call him at every word, my 
dear fir, my dear papa Harley! He ' has 
told them they are his children, and they 
really pay more attention to him and to his 
commands than they do to their parents. 


It would have been a mere compliment to 


have aſked a return of my viſit; for Mr. 
| Neville is too weak and ill to go out, and 
his lady would not be abſent an hour, I dare 
ſay, for the world. I therefore only re- 


queſted permiſſion to wait on them lome- | 
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times, and that I might ſee the children of. 


ten; both which requeſts were--readily ac- 


corded to with a thouſand polite acknow- 
ledgments. n 


—— 


If Harley could derive any happineſs to 
himſelf from outward circumſtances, he muſt 
doubtleſs be gratified by the affection and 
gratitude of thoſe worthy people; but it is 


evident there is a corroding care at his heart, 


which precludes pleaſure or tranquillity. The 


good Clayton is indeed the Pylades to this 


Oreſtes; I never ſaw a ſtronger attachment: 


he laments his diſappointments and ill health 


with the affection of a brother. Of a bro- 
ther, did I ſay? An elegant female writer 
ſays, © A friend will always be a brother, but 
a brother is not always a friend.” A truth 


we ſee too many inſtances of to controvert. 


Avery faſcinating young man was yeſterday 


introduced to me by the name of Mr. Man- 


ſel, whoſe ſtory being ſomething ſimilar to 
Martin's, I muſt relate to you.— This gen- 
tleman 


tleman has a genteel, though not a large for- 
tune; pleaſing in his perſon, inſinuating in 
his manners, was generally a favourite witk 
the ladies, and where he thought it worth 


while to take pains to pleaſe, ſucceeded but 


too well. Several girls ſucceſſively were 
captivated, and fancied - themſelves the fa- 
vourite fair. TWO worthy young women 


ſuffered ſeverely. from their credulity, He 


never ſpoke of love, but his attentions were 
ſo marked, his looks, his ſighs, his jealouſy 


of others appeared to ſpeak an unequivocal 


language. One of theſe ladies, in a diſtant 


country, gave up her heart without reſerve, 
and daily expected an open declaration of 


making her his wife. An offer was made 


him to travel with a friend: he embraced it 
without heſitation; yet apparently was hurt 


at parting with the lady, made a thouſand | 
profeſſions of unalterable eſteem,” and—left 


her to return no more. She, miſerable and 
unhappy, ſtill retains the affection ſhe had 
ſo long indulged, and. pines away in hope- 
leſs anguiſh, Several others have been ſa- 
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crifices to his pernicious vanity of ſedueing 

the affections of amiable young girls, with- 
out affording them the Neger to charge him 
wr broken vows. 


Some months ago he followed a young 
girl, whoſe family had met with misfortunes, 
F and had been under obligations to him, (for 
be is really generous and beneyolent, they 
"i ſay.) This young creature, with the beſt 
heart in the world, had ſeen but little of 
mankind; ſhe felt grateful for his kindneſs 

to her family; ſhe was gratified by his very 
particular attentfons to her; her heart was 
deeply impreſſed with love, almoſt without 
knowing it. He ſaw, enjoyed the diſcovery, 
and encouraged it by the moſt marked par- 
ticularity and avowed preference : yet in the 
warmeſt moments of that preference, he was 
always on his guard; and though his looks, 
his actions ſpoke volumes of affection, yet 
no expreſſion eſcaped him that could, in his 
own opinion, be looked on as a claim on 
himſelf. For ſome months things went on 


in 
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in this manner; the young lady S acquaintances 

expected every day to congratulate her. Her 
on family, indeed, thought otherwiſe, and 
endeavoured to contradict the general opi- 
nion, by aſſuring her it was friendſhip only. 

A party of friends going abroad, he propoſed 
being one of the number, took leave of the 
poor girl with the utmoſt ſang froid ima 
ginable, profeſſing, nevertheleſs, a wonderful 
deal of friendly good will for her. She felt 

the blow ſeverely, but, bleſt with an uncome 
mon reſolution and fortitude, ſhe ſtifled all 

appearance of vexation and grief from her 5 
friends; and, conſidering his conduct in 4 | 
right point of view, was above. ſacrificing her 
peace to his vanity. She very ſoon got the 
better of her attachment, and proves herſelf 
deſerving real eſteem, by the noble efforts 
ſhe made to conquer an ill-placed affection. 


The gentleman, when abroad, till pur- _ 
ſued his uſual mode of gaining hearts, til! 
one female, with leſs love and more cunning” 
than others, one evening drew from him an 

E 2 avowal 
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=_— ado of leave. She now thought him 1 
| her power; ſhe coquetted, ſhe was ſome-, 
times cold, at other times attentive; andiby, 
| wounding that vanity which had ſo olten 
wounded others, ſhe abſolutely made a con- 
queſt of his heart. What beauty, merit, 
and innocence failed to do, was accompliſhes] E 
by art and ety” | 


4 tie] 
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In che mean time, a man of much ſuperior 
ee paid his addreſſes to the lady. She 
gave him her hand; and a few days previous 

to her marriage, told her quondam lover, 

that, convinced of his great friendſbip for her, 

ſhe knew he would rejoice to hear ſhe was 
ſo ſoon to be well ſettled. He was ſtruck 
dumb: ſhe left him, nor faw him * all : 
| the became a \ bride, i | 


Unable to bear his diſappointment, con- 
ſcious of his duplicity to others, which was 
now retaliated on himſelf, he fled the town, 
"Ra to Spa, where he has been very iu, 

and 
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and 1s certainly at preſent in a very bad ftate 


of health. V 


* — 
% - I 


— 
not ſorry to hear it, before I thought too 
well of him; for now I look upon it as a 


general cauſe, that we fe males ſhould plague 


him all we can. There is nothing more 
deſerving reprehenſion, in my eyes, than a 
male coquette; a character of that deſcription 


will tarniſh a thouſand virtues, ſince it ori- 


ginates from a weakneſs unpardonable in - 
man, and ſcarcely to be tolerated i in a wo- 


3 


— ; 77 


1 


I ian: expedt to hear t you. 1 


Tell me you are well and happy, if IV wen 
me to be ſo. 


0 Your ever affectionate, ne 
CHARLOTTE, WENTWORTH.. 
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LETTER Xl. 


| CAPTAIN HARLEY TO MRS, COLEMORE, 


A CCEPT my warmeſt congratulations, 

A. deareſt Madam, on your happy union 

with a worthy man, the object of your choice; 
and may every ſucceeding year bring with it 
an increaſe of ſatisfaction. Your obliging 

letter followed me to Spa, where my friends 
and ſelf arrived about ten days ſince. 


Poor Mr. Neville declines faſt, and is, I 
fear, in a hopeleſs ſtate. The affliftions of 
the mind ſoon ſubdue bodily ſtrength. He 
gy po gn = | | I k | has 


** 1 — 


has been long ſtruggling againſt the diſorder 
which now makes rapid ſtrides towards a 
criſis. His amiable wife is ſenſible what the 
event muſt ſoon be, and endeavours to ſtifle 
her own diftreſs, that ſhe' may not alarm 
him, I have procured her the attention of 
one charming woman, whoſe kind viſits con- 
ole, and often raiſe her ſpirits, when they | 
are ſinking from the melancholy ſcenes be- 
fore her. That charming woman is Lady 
Wentworth, whom we have moſt fortunately 
met with here. But, what diſtracting in- 
formation have I received. from her! O! 
Mrs. Colemore, your ſweet friend neg 
deſerted by her huſband, for an objekt fo 
every way inferior; driven from his houſe,, 
and compelled to hve on the poor pittance 
allowed for pocket expences only. Good 
Heavens! my brain was on fire when 1 
heard the horrible ſtory. She, for whom 
every man in his ſenſes would have ſacri- 
ficed his happineſs and life; ſhe to be de- 
ſerted! O! that I could fly to her, that 
my . could be accepted. But nog 
E 4 I am 
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Jam of: all others the. moſt reprobated, and 
hardly dare breathe a wiſh to ſerve her. 
The only conſolation 1 had on earth is torn 
from me, the hope that ſhe was happy; and 
now what muſt be her feelings? Diſtraction 

is in the thought. Why, dear Mrs. Cole- 
more, have you ſo induſtriouſſy concealed 

| from me the ill treatment ſhe muſt long 
A have ſuffered under: her father dead, Harry 
gone to India, the other brother a brute, and 
forſaken by her huſband; thus deprived of all 
her * without a Ae or kind 


14 & * 71 


| inden x me, n n for this laſt ex- 
=» r 1: know your attachment, and 1 
know that good Doctor Ellis regards her 
with even a parental fondneſs. Let me 
hope, then, that you have the amiable fuf- 
ferer near you, that you pour the balm of 
friendſhip to ſooth her woes; and: let me 
moſt earneſtly requeſt the favour of a ſpeedy 
+ anſwer; tell me every thing, how ſhe looks, 
how ſhe bears thoſe evils which have fallen 
ſo | heavily upon her. I would not meet 
4 Menville 
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Menville for the world: : I know 1 i not 
command myſelf; the conſequence would be 


2. 


fatal, and I might add to ſorrows I would 


die with 5 to preſerve her from. 

8 I can write no more. 1 cndearoutel to 
calm my ſpirits when 1 began this letter; 
but they are now in a ferment. My dear 
amiable friend, adieu. Preſent my beſt re- 


ſpects to Mr. Colemore, with a thouſand. 


thanks for the indulgence he has granted me 
in your correſpondence. Haſten a few lines 
to me, if you regard by Nee 


I am cer. 
T7 300 59 71 
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ee LETTER XII. 


MRS. . COLEMORE TO CAPTAIN HARLET. 


FOUR "Ol my el friend, which I 
received laſt night, followed me into 
Wales, where I have been three days ar- 
rived on a viſit to Mrs. Menville. Yes, the 
dear perverſe oreature has ſettled herſelf in 
a ſmall cottage in Wales, reſiſting all our 
entreaties to be with us, rejecting all the 
ſervices the moſt perfect friendſhip could 
offer her, ſhe will live on one hundred a 
year, and accept no addition from any one. 
She is rich, ſhe ſays, in ſufficiency for all 

Ll her 
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2 1 tell you every thing i in — 


If you ever betray me; if you ever, by 
word, deed, or look, ſhould chance throm 


Menville in your way, give him to under 
ftand you are acquainted with her ſituation, 


or reſent by any method whatever lus! be« 
haviour to his wife, you will entirely deſtroy 
| her peace for ever. Let that conſideration 


have due weight with you, if ak or ever 


4 2 1 50 


You lu Menville has fold his 1 
and left the kingdom with that woman Thur= 
kill. The damages awarded againſt him are 


five thouſand pounds. She is allowed two 


hundred a-year in conſideration of her for- 
tune, half of which was Menville's preſent ; 


for I am well informed their connexion took - 


place ſome time previous to her marriagez 


and being apprehenſive of conſequentes, he 


thought it beſt to have a convenient ſereen. 
He managed matters badly, to be ſure; but 


they thought themſelves unobſeryed.. Too 


; E 6 much 
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much ſecurity begets confidence; and the 
huſband ſaw too much. He has got rid. 
of an ee woman and an denn his 
ac 2 Dior? . Xs 20 L from 


1 


- Menville 1 "TEA ele alias: kim) 


| wicktel his injured wife to give up her join- 
ture. She had reſolution enough to refuſe, 


for her child's fake ; but ſhe has, weakly, 1 
think, reſigned her annual ſettlement, and 


accepted a hundred a- year, which is at pre- 
ſent the whole of her income. Now you 
know the exact ſtate of her affairs. As to 
her body and mind, they ſympathize with 
each other; her ſpirits are depreſſed, but 


not ſubdued : ſhe ſtruggles to appear cheer- 


ful, nay. even lively; but # is a ſtruggle. 


The languor of her.. countenance, - and the 


faintneſs of her ſmiles, ſhew too plainly a 


mind ill at eaſe: ſhe is much thinner, but 
is in tolerable health. She was delighted to 


ſee us. For my part, I burſt into a flood 


of tears. Fye, my dear Mrs. Colemore,” 


* 18 this the way to make me 


happy + 2 


| 
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happy Do you repent your kind viſit, | 


from which I expect t0:deriveſd much yo 
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cc No, my balbveet Friend, alas 18 ae 
able; but I recollect the painful difference 


between gag A mares ene and we" we 
laſt" 2 77 * 1 10 % 7 EY, 5 75 1 5 . 5 


Net a en 0 on that „ Rte? "cd aid he 
« Some diſagreeable things have happened, 


to be ſure; but you find me here pleaſantly | 


ſituated, and with a mind reſolved to be ſa- 


tisfied with: every thing about me. Your 


preſence conſiderably adds to my ſatisfaction: 
let me ſee you happy, and you will find I 


have no cauſe which originates from 'myſelf 


to make me otherwiſe : and depend upon it, 


my good friend, conſcious rectitude, and an 


obſervance of our reſpective duties, renders 


every evil light, and ſtrengthens the mind © 


to bear accidental afflictions.” 


The 
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8 of the ſoul are ſubdued. By peculation, by 


* | | WOMAN AS. SHE SHOULD BE. 


The dear moraliſt called for her ſweet 
. tis indeed the counterpart of her 
charming mother. O, that ſuch a woman, 
and fuch a child, ſhould belong to the only 
man on earth, fure, that could deſert them! 
Do you know that I hate your nabobs, ac-. 


cuſtomed to caſtern indulgencies, a mullti- 
plicity of women, a world of ſplendour, their 
whole attention taken up by accumulating 
kiches, at the expence, too often, of juſtice, 
mercy, or compaſſion: all the finer feelings 


diſtreſſing the unhappy, they acquire the 
greateſt part of their fortunes; and, with 
| every humane | ſentiment | expunged, they re- | 
turn with callous hearts te their native coun- 
try, to dazzle the multitude with their mag- 
_ nificence, and triumph over thoſe who have 
ten thouſand times more merit, but are leſs 
beholden to chance or good fortune * 
themſelves. 


That our W Emily ſhould have been 


ſacrificed to a man of this deſcription, is an 
. eternal 


1.4 
ff 


WOMAN AS SHE $HOULD BE. 37 
eternal reflection on that uncle e gow 
deſerts her. She had no ambitious views; 


it was to aggrandize others, it was to oblige 
a parent whom ſhe loved, that ſne ſubdued 


a preferable affection, and became the wife 
of Mr. Menville, and ſuch a wife as any 
man but him muſt have adored. She will 
not now permit the leaſt reflection on him. 
He is my huſband,” ſaid ſhe, yeſterday; 
reſpe& my ſituation, and fpare my feelings. 
Conſider he is the father of my child. 


Tears came to her eyes, and I implored 
her- pardon.— Adieu: I am called "_ * 
a walk. . xe" 1 84 


My good friend, I have ſuch a diſcovery 
to make to you, as, I hope, will arrive in 
time to afford ſome pleaſure to the dying 
Mr. Neville. On our return from a plea- 
ſant walk by the fea-ſide, Mrs. Menville 
received a letter from Lady Wentworth: 
ſhe retired to read it. 1 was playing with 
the child, and converſing with a very ami- 
| able 
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N able young wor gan; who has been ſome time 
with our friend, when ſhe” returned. * "ou 
He had been weeping; * 1 eee 


4 ** 
— 


e d ut neus, 1 hope,” 600 o abe, 
n e 1 935 2 4 
No Ger Amed ie; giving me 
the. leditr; than that the amiable and un- 
| fortunate man, whoſe ſtory you told me 
yeſt 4 1 188585 Ne Alle, is all H 


CE 


recovery.” 


Ba Neville! py repeated the young woman, 
who went by the name of Saunders; «for 
Heaven's ſake, Madam, what Mr. Neville 


is that? "hi 

cc Hei is, or nies vas, a clergyman,” wy 
| bel 55 
Sbe gave me a e look; and in a 
moment fell to the ground. We were ex- 
ceedingly alarmed, but ſoon recovered her. 


When able to Peak, « Ah! Madam,” faid 
'4 | the, 


71 1 


— 
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the, & you know his n, 3 rag ne a alter 
called Frances ** 1 70 FF ee 


cc He had,” ' anſwered Of 6 and the un- 


bay. 


+ 


| him.” * > 


4 Good God!“ faid ſhe, elaſping her Fe 
hands, & how wonderful is thy Providence, 
to conduct me to this ſpot. O, ladies, I 


am the unhappy girl who brought ruin and 
miſery on my brother and his family, who 


have wandered from place to place, dragging 


on a miſerable exiſtence, e T EE? not 
put an end to.” £5 WCOLYV SHY SIO 1 


J'S 


She then begged I would inform her of 
every thing relative to Mr. Neville. I did 


ſo; Poor creature! what torrents of tears 
ſhe ſhed; how earneſtly prayed for bleſſings 


on that generous man who had reſcued her 
deareſt relatives from deſtruction. O'! that 


ſhe could be with her dying brother, to ob- 
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1 Br. 
tain his pardon for all the evils ſhe had 
brought upon him and his dear Lucy. b 


> 5-7" ig: adj .to tooth, to comfort 
her; we aſſured her Mr. Neville never im- 
puted his misfortunes to her; and that pity 
and concern for her fate, was all that gave 


him e eee her. 


| When a Jirrle Nang by our cath | 
and arguments, ſhe ſaid, « It is but right, 
ladies, you ſhould know every thing that re- 
lates to myſelf ſince that fatal hour when I 
fled from my brother's houſe ; and alſo a 
few circumſtances previous to that unhappy 
day. | 1 


My brother mentioned Mr. Binmore's 
apparent partiality in my favour. He had 
indeed profeſſed a violent paſſion for me; 
and I was much diſpleaſed at the advice my 

brother gave ine an dut occalion.” Seay; 


The 


& 
j| 
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The ſudden death of Sir Thomas Sum- 
mers carried his viſitors to town. Mr. Bin- 
more promiſed to write, but I never re- 
ceived a line from him; and the alterations 
which took place in our family, and removal 
to my brother's living, gave a new turn to 

my thoughts, that occaſioned me to think 
very little * Mr. Ben. 66 

C We had bern near two years Sued 
when he came down to pay a viſit to our 
brother-in-law, Sir William Summers. He 
renewed his acquaintance at our houſe, made 

a thouſand excuſes for not writing to me, 
which I was ſimple enough to accept, and 
again permitted myſelf to be prejudiced in 
his favour, He ſaid his father was a very 
mercenary, ambitious man; that he dared 
not marry a woman without a fortune, leſt he 
ſhould be diſinherited; but oſten perſuaded 
me to leave the country, go to London, where 
he would privately make me his wife, and 
live entirely unſuſpected by his father, who 
Was, from infirmities, haſtening faſt to the 
grave. 


0 P . 
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grave... 2-A-thouſand f pecious arguments he 
uſed to deceive me; and ſucceeded but too 

well. We 8uſed to meet almoſt every even- | 

ing in an alcove at the bottom of the ſhrub- 

bery. The eonſecquenoe of theſe nocturni 
| VINE was fatal to mèę . 4 


— 
— 


1 


0 5 no mne yang woman ever 
conſent to meet the man privately, that dares 
preſume to urge a clandeſtine marriage: let 
her for one moment reflect, ſhe will Ge only 
Tel gratification in a propoſal of that nature, 
 which-muſt degrade her in her own eyes, 
incur- ſuſpicions - ſhocking to delicacy,” and 
give the man himſelf a very indifferent opi- 
nion of her diſcretion and prudence. Had 
IT not fooliſhly liſtened, and as weakly con- 
ſented to accompany him to London, he 
would never have dared to hope I ſhould 
forget the duty I owed myſelf.” * One im- 
proper conceſſion leads to another; and it 
is very difficult to draw back and recover 
a falſe ſtep. I found it ſo; and though con- 
Þ e diſpleaſed at his freedoms, I had not 

reſo- 


ny 


reſolution, to a myſelf Hh ile and 
fell a victim to Nr len and my own. + 
* 3 9 * $275 £18 Tarr | * * f [3914 5 TP 1 
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; It is Ss to ne my miſery, 
when reflection ſhewed me what a wretch 
I was., To remain at my brother's houſe. 
was impoſſible; 3: FEE; what. was to become of 
me, if I ventured to quit it, and go to Lon- 
don? In ſhort, ladies, not to tire you, that 
evening in which we were overheard by my 
brother, he was more. than uſually earneſt 
with me to accompany him, ſwore he could = 
not live without me, and aſſured me he would 
marry me at the death of his father; pro- 
miſed me a companion of my own ſex, and 
every delight London could afford. I was 
weak enough at laſt to conſent ; -and the 
following day but one was fixed on: for our 
removal. 

1 returned to the TA ky "as op- 
preſſion of every feeling which a ſenſe of my 
own miſconduct, the tears and diſtreſs of 


— 
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y ends could raiſe | in a mind not "totally 
abandoned to vice. A note I received from 
him next day by my brother's ſervant, who 
was in his confidence, informed me he ſhould 
not ſee me that evening, but requeſted [ 
would meet him at an early hour in the 
morning, to ſettle our intended journey, 
Pere was to take e place towards the cloſe 


25 11 tie evening of tis day previous to 
the meeting, I was walking in the garden, 
contemplating my unhappy ſituation, when 
my brother's footman ran through the gar- 
den; ſeeing me, O, Miſs Neville,” cried 
he, „ fear Mr. Binmore is killed by my 
e and God knows what miſchief may 
happen in my miſtreſs' room: pray run 
thither.” | | 5 


Without time for thought, almoſt di- 
ſtracted, I flew to my ſiſter's apartment. 
The firft object I ſaw was Sir William Sum- 


mers to all nde dead, my ſifter faint- 
ing, 


9 5 F $95 & 4 — ” 
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ing, my brother the image of defpair. © Un- js © 
able to ſupport the ſcene, I run back, 185 5 
knowing where to go, when 1 r met 


N 


n the ferrari : 'S = 


cc Where, were! is Mr. Binmore 905 


cM Dead, dead, Auden in the ſhrubbery, 
but ſome folks ſhall of a 


1 flew to the As; there lay the un- 
happy Binmore, a victim to his baſeneſs; for 
a moment I was ſenſeleſs, but recovering, I 
conceived the idea of flying from the houſe 
entirely; I walked as faſt as poſſible; I had 
a bonnet on and a looſe ſhawl, which I wore 
in the gardens. Guilt, terror and affliction 
lent me wings ; I determined to go to our 
native pariſh, though ſeventeen miles off, 
and apply to an old fervant, who had been 
nurſe maid to me and my ſiſters, and was 
married to a farmer there. I walked on 
without being fatigued, and 'tis aſtoniſhing . 
that I Kept the direct road, under the agita- 

6 tions 


4 
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LET 4 


tions which oppreſt me. It was a remarkable 
ting tar-light night; about ſix miles from home 


. 


and was going 9 the. village I deſigned 
to reſt at towards London; I gladly accept- 
ed the offer of the driver for a. lift, as he 
called it; was ſet down at the head of the 
village where there was a croſs road, and told 
the man I was going the croſs way to ano- 
ther village; after ſome little time I followed 
the cart at a diſtance, and arrived at the 
houſe 1 wanted, about ſix o'clock in the 
morning. The miſtreſs of i it, Mrs. Richards, 
was up; never was greater ſurpriſe than ſhe 
expreſſed, at ſeeing me. As I knew I could 
depend upon the 1 integrity of this good crea- 
ture, I very ſoon had reſolution enough to 
acquaint her With the dreadful occurrences at 
my brother's ; houſe. The poor woman was 
extremely ſhocked, but ſeeing the neceſſity 
of concealing me, the carried me to a very 


decent chamber. 


e Stay 
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66 Stay here, my dear madam, make your- 


ſelf eaſy, I ſhall call. you a relation of 1 0 


as for che reſt, [ will take care. 


* 11 obama. with 2 and diſtreſs of 


mind, A: gladly. retired to bed, but in leſs 


than three hours I was taken extremely il, 


and in a very ſhort time an event took place, 
which though it gave eaſe. to my mind, en- 


dangered my life, for it was near a fortnight 


before I could be moved from my bed, or 
make uſe of proper nouriſhment. My finan- 


ces were but ſmall, I had four guineas and a 


half in my purſe, a ten pound note in my 


pocket book, a handſome gold watch, and a 
diamond ring which my ſiſter Neville had 


preſented me with. I had no clothes but 


thoſe I had on, and ſolicitous that no one of 
my family ſhould know what was become : 
of me, I did not dare to ſend for more. Mrs. 


Richards was as tender of me as if I had been 


her own child; ſhe made enquiries about 


my brother, and heard that he had fled, be- 
ing accuſed by his own n of two mur- 
VOL, Ul, F ders; 
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ders; that my fiſter and her children were at 
Mr. Weltford's, and Lady Summers a vio- 
| lent proſecutor. After much deliberation T 
told Mrs. Richards I was reſolved to go to 
fervice ; that as a nurſery or lady's maid I 
- thought I might ſucceed, but it muſt be a 
great diſtance from that neighbourhood. 
She undertook to enquire out a fituation for 
me, whilft I was ſlowly recovering. When 
I reflected on my follies, my vices which had 
_ ruined myſelf and family; when I thought 
of my brother, his Lucy and children, I fuf- 
fered pangs unutterable, and could have wel- 
comed death as a bleſſing. One-day my 
kind hofteſs came and told me, ſhe had 
heard of a lady who wanted a decent young 
perſon to attend on a child three years old, 
and to go with her to Wales. I gladly ac- 
cepted of the intelligence, waited on the lady, 
and was hired. With her I have conftantly 
reſided till lately; the little girl was ſent to 
a boarding ſchool fix months ago, and I fe- 
mained with my miſtreſs, who treated me 
with the utmoſt kindneſs, until unhappily her 
THEE”. | hufdand, 
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huſband, who was rather a gay man, an, and 
frequently viſited town, was drawn in by* 
friend, to be bound for a large ſtim, and then | 
abſconded. This event ruined” the family I 
lived with ; my maſter was arreſted and con- 
fined, his creditors all fell in upon him, and 
I fear his deliverance is far off. My miftreſs 
was unable to keep me, and determined to 
go to her huſband ; ſhe gave me a character 
and recommendation to a lady in Swanſea: 
The parting with this dear lady, and the 
agitation of my mind in being thrown again 
upon the world, affected me deeply, and 
brought on a fever which held me for near 
three weeks. Soon as I recovered, I pre- 
pared to go to Swanſea; I walked, to fave - 
money, and being very weak, juſt as I came 


to Mrs. Menville's door, a faintneſs ſeized 


me, which rendered nie incapable of going 
farther,” 


4 


« This dear lady's goodneſs,” added the, 


pointing to Mrs. Menville, and . 
me: my friend interrupted her. 


F 2 « It 
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* © It was the hand of Providence, my dear 
Miſs Neville, that conducted you here; I 
am only an humble inſtrument, I hope to pro- 
cure you peace and ene 31 


c © The ee ai me 'a thouſand 
acknowledgments, and we acquainted her 
with every particular relative to her brother 
and family. She begs, and entreats you will 
ſay every thing you can to her brother and 
ſiſter; if they forgive her, ſhe ſhall be eaſy; 
if they. remain abroad, ſhe wiſhes to be with 
them. She fays, ſhe has heard her ſiſter 
Welford has been dead theſe three years, - 
but ſhe never made any application to 
them, not being able to ſupport the idea of 
appearing to them in the deſpicable light 
her follies obliged her to aſſume, and which 
ſhe was conſcious ſhe too juſtly merited.” 


© You will now, my good friend, acquaint 
Mr. Neville with what you think proper of 
this ſtory; doubtles it will be a ſatisfaction 
- to him to know ſhe is alive, and in good 
1 3 £4 hands. 


WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BE. 02 
hands. Mrs. Menville treats her like a ſiſter, 
and feels double pleaſure in ſo doing, now 
ſhe knows her to be the unfortunate Frances. 
Mr. Colemore and all friends here join me 


in ſincereſt good wiſhes to Mr. and Mrs. 
Neville, the good Clayton and yourſelf, 


l am erer, 4 1 
Your obliged friend, 


E. Mu. COLEMORE. 
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LETTER XN. 


FER * 


nns. COLEMORE TO LADY WENTWORTH, 


& 


YER E. 7 am, my dear Lady Went- - 

worth, at one of the ſweeteſt ſpots in 
the country, and with the friend of my heart, 
2 Whoſe merit riſes upon me every day; I am 
adverſity is her ſhining time, for her pa- 
tience, her ſweetneſs of temper, her attentive 
kindneſs to her gueſts, her duties as a mother, 
altogether claim admiration, and reſpe& from 
thoſe who are happy enough to know her. 
She has only one ſervant, and that a girl, yet 


ry thing is done with ſuch order and re- 
6 oularity, 


WOMAN. As SHE SHOULD AE. 0 
gularity, as if there were half a dozen to aſſiſt. 


She riſes very early, and the buſineſs for the 


day is ſettled before we afſemble to breakfaſt. 
The houſe is like a fairy; palace, very ſmall, 
but elegant, and encircled with roſes and 
woodbines. The firſt day of my arrival up 
"A miſtreſs ſaid, 


cc © Now my þ Mrs. Colemore, Jack on 


your viſit to me as a rural excurſion, where 
you may expect good cream, butter and 
fruits, but no delicacies, no luxuries, beyond 


my friends ſo poor a compliment, to believe 
they wiſh me to ſtep out of my family way,” 


and, added ſhe, ſmiling, you know it be- 
hoves me to be 4 Aittle economical; never, 


theleſs, the warm welcome of friendſhip ſl 


attone for the deficiencies of my Ms _ 


your 3 ame, 


I . * OW" ak « thax t to * = 


well and happy, was Every luxury 1 expect- 
cd, and her company in a oottuge, ſuperior 
F 2 „ to 


that and a barn-door fowl. 1 will not pay | 
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Ko Wola AS SHE SHOULD BE. 
to every other accommodation that could be 
offered me.” | E 


' 
=” & : od 


* 
* . 7 
* — * 


She wears 6h b black alk; 1 ieb d 
a little with her on wo wo on Yar, fable 
habit fo long. f | 
e Have I not loſt a father * a huſ- 
band?” replied ſhe ; © have 1 not cauſe to 
mourn, and can a ſorrowing heart find plea- 


ſure in dreſs? no, IJ have done with ſhow and 


_ finery; neatneſs now is the height of my 
ambition, and tis fit that © agen ſhould 
pt coo wood wy e 18 ebe 


1 32 = *» 


"00 TT my 2 friend,” cried r « en 


your ed proceeds | not 4 

heart,” * Ad 
* Trident it does,“ ' ſaid ſhe, © T may 
grieve ſometimes, and ſigh for paſt happi- 
neſs, yet I can be cheerful, becauſe my heart 
tells me T have not deſerved to be deſerted, 
and becauſe I know the infatuation' cannot laſt 
| EY for 
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for e ever. : You will yet ſee me a happy 0 


man; I am ſure you will; my hopes over- 


balance my fears, and therefore E e to 
wy in Oe” „ ie 15 eh 5 
1 wrote Capeain Harley ſome ao a 
and ſuppoſe he has communicated the con- 
tents to you; poor Miſs Neville is miſera- 
ble, from her preſent ſuſpenſe reſpecting her 
brother's: health; I do not (indeed it would 
be cruel to) flatter her with hopes of his re- 
covery. I point out Mrs. Menville as an 
example of patience and fortitude, and bade 


her learn the painful leſſon of being reſigned 
to inevitable evils. Poor girl! with a look 5 


of a n ſhe wy. 05 


0 Oh, madam, am Ta „ scho 
of adverſity ; have I not ſuffered under the 
moſt bitter ſefreproach, under the con- 


viction of being the cauſe of all the mi 
my family now endure? what but pati 


and 2 can n ſupported n | me 
W 4 We * through 
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2s | WOMAN AS eur SHOULD BE. | 
ough ſo many horrors as are attendant on 
conſcious guilt, and IEG n * 


5 Ohe wept binerly 3 I reſide * e 
and tried to ſooth her into more compoſure. 


Teſterday evening, as we were rambling 
over the hills, I was ſtruck with the appear- 
\ance of a man ſtanding on the declivity, who 
juſt turned his head as we paſſed ; I never 
ſaw a countenance fo ſevere and ſtern ; he 
looked, from the tranſient view I had of his 
face, to be at leaſt ſixty, and to have the 
appearance of ſome faſhion about him ; his 
look, however, ſhocked me; I begged Mrs. 
Menville to quicken her ſteps to the houſe, 
and was obliged to tell her I was alarmed by 
that man ; we were alone, and the place was 
folitary ; ſhe caught my fears, and we pro- 
ceeded with all the haſte we could, when 
 fuddenly Lord Longfield met us; I heartily 


fejoiced—not ſo my friend, ſhe wiſhed to 
have avoided him, but that could not be; 
he approached, and paid his compliments to 

| * 


| WOMAN AS SHE sHOUD E, up. 


us, congratulated Mrs, Menville on having » 


companion in her ſolitude ; obſerving Þ 97585 


n . he . 


e You 8 Gcrdered, ladies I ink, 
Mrs. Colemore has a look af on. 


3.6 "Mona mn ons Lord, e 
paſſed a man, whoſe . 1 has 
n hurried me.” 


2 


©] know the 3 vou mean,” faid 


his Lordſhip, * nor am I ſurpriſed at your 


fright, for I really never ſaw a countenance 
of fo much ſeverity in mp life,” 1 


= rr who is he 2” I aſked... 


+8 That 1 cannot tell“ e e 
ſhip, © but I daily ſee him on the hill, his 
eyes fixed on the ſea; once I ſaw him elaſp 
his hands together, as if in grief, and haſten» 
ed towards him, with a view of offering ſore 
aſſiſtance ; but as I drew near, he turned 

F 6 his 


: 
r 2 . os — 9 o 


PIE 
64 * — $4 
þ A. 
Sf ©. 4 
8 4 
© 
8 
{ 
WE 3 
be L 
5 * 
EE. 
D Te", 
bg 4 
« U 
1 
3 
* ” 
8 1 
Lane 
> 
"TEN 
WIA 
* 
„ 
Ft 
* 
3 
* 7 
BY + 
= * 
5 
44, Y 
+ I'3 
3 

» & F 

„ 

x 1 

Pl 

* "+ 

T3 

= 

_ 

© SY 

8 

1 

7 g 

2 

1 
3 

: a.” — 

a 

* * 

. 3 1 

LW. 

2 — 

2 

oy 

3 5 

* 2 

* 7 FY . 

EH * | 

* * 

$43 
* 

N 4 

pp 1 

g* # 1- 

== 

8 

a LY 
i I. 
CTY 
N 
„ 
3 
8 
q 
e 

1 

IL 

4 * 15 * 

| ESR 

2 IF? 

ay 
AY; 

_ © 

a TY 5 

> * 

6 "$4 

; 8 

4 of = 

. 

: "= 
SF 
1 

* 
1 
AY 

« <4 2 
: "oo, 
- * 2 
. 

8 
. * 
1 „. 
3 
5 
5 
1 
4 
2 A 
me XI 
228 
- 27 
99 

x "TM 
" M 
* 9 f 

24 x 

7X 

1 

q . 

3 
2 

: 14 

1 * 

71 

* 
n 
hs + 
2 
—* 
2 
$4 
7 
2 


34 
2 
Oo 
. 
al 
„ 
* 
1 
* 4 
E 
= 1 
E 1 
8 
it + 2 
© U 2 
bl 
7 % 
jt 
r&#Tr 
7 Þ 
= | 
FE K 
* 
a il 
I + 
boy 
* 
4 
31. 
oy - 
2 
"41S 
: A Li 
FE 
#7 — 
749 
S £5 
8 
5 
12 
om 
N 
53 
= 
724 "Fg 
\ 
. 3 
14 
* 9 
0 * 
{4 
4 
* * 
$4 
7 
© 
'* 
= 
-, 
? — 
1 
14 - „ 
zo 7 s 
* 5 
1 
Lo 
, nl \ 
1 
12 
. 25 
1 
4 
£4 
s 
4333 
s 
hs 
1 * 
1 
1 
2 
Sc 7 
44 
= 
— 
x: 
a. 
£04 
5 "2 
* 
* 
77 
+ 2 
. 
8 
* 
- C 
1 
_ 


Ae 2 a 


1 


— — ——— A—ͤ— 


- FF 


"% Wn. 2 WT. r 
9 . , 
1 torr r N mx pag 
_— l 1 2 * —— $4 


3 Fs 4 2 0 
oy — — = l 


rr 
e 


os pa 
dy Fama > 
* 8 1 


r 3 _ * 
p NN 5 
1 L ets eons 4 * 18 


100 Ines AS SHE alben 15. 


his head, furveyed me with a lock of fury 
and diſtraction, and then rather run, than 
walked over the hill, and down the oppoſite 
declivity, where I loſt ſight of him. Since 
that time T have never ventured to approach 
him, only move my hat, which" he returns; 
and I have thought for ſome days paſt he 
views me more herr rp er oi and with = 


Oy 


c J would give a 18 deal to know al 
about ny” fad . 


I am Sue curious,“ returned his 
Lordſhip; he then enquired after Mr. Cole- 
more, and requeſted he might have the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing him at Longfield Vale, about 
four miles off, I promiſed to deliver his 
polite invitation,” and when we came within 
fight of our houſe, he took leave of us, to 
the great relief of Mrs. Menville, who had a 

thouſand apprehenſions he would accompany 
us home. Mr. Colemore 25 wait on his 
Lordſh: Up: to-morrow, 

Now 


Now pray, dear Lady Wentworth, write 


| ſoon, every thing, and about every body that 
can intereſt us; I have this day promiſed my 


friend to ſtay one month beyond the time I 
intended; I cannot ſay ſhe had much diffi- 
culty to perſuade me to a thing ſo agreeable 


to myſelf. She deſires her beſt wiſhes for 


your happineſs, and will write very ſoon. 
Preſent my reſpects to Sir Charles, and be- 
lieve me ever, my dear madam, 


*%. 


Your ſincere 3 


E. M. COLEMORE. 


Pray preſent my ae to cep 
n and the good Ir villes. eis ART 


LETTER 
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CAPTAIN HARLEY. TO MRS. COLEMORE. 


TOUR letter, my dear obliging Mrs. 
Colemore, has. occaſioned me much 

pain, and ſome pleaſure. Poor Mr. Neville 
was alive when it arrived; «vas, I fay, for 
alas! he is now no more; his ſufferings are 
over, and I hope he is enjoying a bleſſed 
immortality ! I thought it beſt to communi- 
cate your intelligence reſpecting Miſs Ne- 
ville, to her fiſter; it very greatly affected 
her, and ſhe was doubtful whether her huſ- 
band had ſtrength to ſupport tidings he ſo 


WOMAN- AS SHE SHOULD BB. nr 
little expected; he was then confined to his 


bed. We went in together, he ſaw our emo- 


tion, 


„ deareſt Lucy,” cried he, goin 

me the torture of ſeeing you unhappy ; you 
have a friend, a protector, to God and him I 
leave my wife and children.” 


Mrs. Neville could nk ſpeak; I ſoothed 
and made him eaſy, and when he was a little 
2 I aſked, 


« Could he ſupport an agreeable ſurpriſe, 
to know the fate of one, for whom he had 
ſuffered much anxiety ?” 


e Good God!” faid he, * is it of my 


ſiſter, of poor Frances? ; 


<« It is,” I replied, © ſhe is alive, and 
with one of the moſt amiable of Wome, 
Mrs. Menville.” 


* 


He 


7 
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He claſped his hands, My friend! my 
guar dian angel,” exclaimed he, you are 


ever the meſſenger of conſolation — my 
. God I thank thee,” ſaid he, looking up, 
c my ſiſter has been preſerved from the 


dreadful crime I feared, ſne has not given her- 
ſelf up to deſtruction, and is protected, like 


her fortunate brother, by goedneſs and be- 
nevolence let me hear all fir, you haye 


giyen me new life.” 


A WF. % 


| 1 read bs ow to him, he was deeply 


affected, and again returned thanks to Pro- 


vidence, for conducting her to Mrs. Men- 


ville's, © the only houſe, perhaps, ſaid he, 


<« where ſickneſs and poverty could have 
found an — 


9 


He entreated me to write directly, that he 


might, if he could hold a pen, ſend one line 


to comfort her; that line you find enclofed, 
he wrote directly, and that night was more 


eaſy and compoſed than many preceding 
ones, but yeſterday morning he was very. 


validly. 
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vidbly altered, and when the phyſician came 


in, he confirmed my apprehenſions, that he 5 


was dying. Not to dwell on the melancholy 
theme, I ſhall only” fay, he expired about ten 
at night. This morning Lady Wentworth 
came to take Mrs. Neville to her houſe, 
but ſhe is incapable at preſent" of being re- 


moved, and her ladyſhip kindly ſtays with 


her; a ſcene of the ſame melancholy kind 
may be expected at her own houſe, for 1 


think Mr. Moleſworth will not live long, 
unleſs'a very great change takes place i in his 


ſtate of health. And now, my dear Mrs. 
Colemore, you will, after Mik Neville has 
got the line her brother wrote, prepare her 
for the ſtroke ſhe will naturally expect, though 
doubtleſs the ſhock” will be fevere 7 tell her 
he died bleſſing her, with his wife and child. 
ren, and with; the brighteſt hopes of everlaſt⸗ 


ing happineſs." Poor man! his ſufferings : 
have been great, and his fate, among a mil 


lion of inſtances, proves the immortality of 
the ſoul, and that the perſecuted on earth, if 


en and n will obtain a reward here< 
b after, 
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ja: It would be arraigning the goodneſs 
of God to ſuppoſe otherwiſe, for he had no 
crimes of his own. to ſuffer. for, it was the 
vices, and in} juſtice of others, that brought 
upon him ſhame and reproach, drove him 
from his country, and harraſſed him, till 
he could bear no more. All is now over, 
nh he is app | v9 


Ohl my . el a: eb _ 
Menville borne from her cruel huſband ] foe, 
reduced to.live in a cottage, on a hundred a 
year, and will not accept even of a reſidence 
from the friends of her heart; ſhe who acts 
from ſuch rigid rules of decorum and reſpect 
to a manz inſenſible of her merit. Ohl my 
friend, what can be done for ſuch a woman, 
who ſuhmits to every inconvenience, every 
degradation, rather than receive the {lighteſt 
_ favour, or leſſen her conſequence with her- 
ſelf? I admire, . I adore, yet am diſpleaſed 
with her. Why ſhould, the, from motiyes 
of delicacy and deference to a. . worthleſs 


vretch, facrifice her, peace of mind, and every 
indulgence 


— 
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now more than ever wants? I cannot live at 
this diſtance, I muſt come to England ſoon, 
hen I can ſettle every thing for Mrs. Ne- 

two months yet, before I ean quit this place; 
do not let me languiſh for intelligence, for: 

heaven- ſake write me conſtantly every thing 

about this angelic woman. I will not ſeek 

Menville, depend upon it I will not; and 

ſhould chance throw him in my way, I will 

avoid: him ** a venemous W 


This . S came to me, with | 
ſetters he had received from England, relative 
to his enquiry after the Neville family. Mrs. 
Wellford is dead, and Mr. Wellford has quit- 
ted that part of the country where he former- 
ly lived, and tis ſaid is gone to America, to 
an uncle he had there. Lady Summers, who 
married Mr. Neville's curate, and gave him 
poſſeſſion of the living, had buried her huſ- 
band, and is in a bad ſtate of health. A gen+ 
tleman who rented Sir Thomas Summers's 

| my 
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houſe; left between the two ſiſters, had refuſed 
to pay more than a moiety: of the rent, till 
the death of Mrs. Neville could be proved, 


and there are now in his hands, near ſeven 


hundred pounds for her, which he will pay 
when properly called upon. I am very 
happy to hear this, as I know it will greatly 
pleaſe Mrs. Neville; and it was very extra- 
ordinary Mr. Wellford never made any de- 
mands of it for his brother-in-law, and' ſtill 
more ſurpriſing he ſhould drop all correſpon- 

dence with a man he profeſſed ſo great a 
friendſhip for. However, the family may 
now return to ä ___ receive an, 
cy rentals. 

Lady Wentworth has juſt looked in upon 
me; ſhe requeſts her beſt love to Mrs. Men- 
ville and yourſelf. Mrs. Neville, - ſhe ſaid, 
deſired her grateful acknowledgments for the 
protection of her ſiſter, to whom ſhe will 
write the firſt moment ſne can hold a pen, 
and hopes they ſhall ſoon meet to part no 
more. Write, pray, dear Mrs. Colemore, as 


. 
* 
7 


— 
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ſoon as poſſible ; would to heaven you could 
prevail on Mrs. Menville to accompany you 
back to Sudbury, I cannot bear the idea of 
her living alone in a cottage, ſo far from her 


friends; heavens bleſs her, and you alſo, for 
your generous fiiendſhip. | ' 


4 


I am, dear madam, 


= 


ever ſincerely your's, 


7 


FRED ERIC HARLEY. , | 


LETTER 


LETTER xv. 


-MRS. MENVILLE TO LADY WENTWORTH.. 


- ELL me, dear Lady Wentworth, 
55 if I have been ungrateful for the 
bleſſings I enjoyed; if I have murmured or 
repined at the adverſe fate which has befallen 
me; if I have not ſtrove to conduct myſelf 
with propriety, and avoid the ſtings of envy 
and malice? my own judgment may deceive 
me, partial as we are to ourſelves, I may 
have committed errors without being ſenſible 
of them; my heart acquits me, but the 
world condemns me. Alas! I am now 
EY humbled 


1 | 
i 5 


4 


the contents.” 


MR. MENVILLE TO. Bs MENVILLE. | : 


F 


| You did wet madam, when you choſe re 


tirement, to ſeclude yourſelf i in Wales, un- 


known to every one but Lord Longfield ; 
the choice was excellent, no doubt, and per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the character of a lady, 


who through the kindneſs of a convenient | 


friend, could carry on a correſpondence with 
her quondam lover after ſhe became a wife. 


How have J been deceived by a ſhameleſs 
woman, whoſe delicacy and virtue would not 


permit her to ſit at table with one of fu uſpered 
reputation ! but, madam, the veil is with- 
drawn, my eyes are opened, and I chuſe you 
ſhould know they are ſo. Your conduct is 
no more my concern, and I am no longer at 


a loſs to know your adviſers, in preſuming to 


reſiſt my will, but let thoſe impertinent peo- 
ple have a care, though you are beneath 
6; 1 my 
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humbled indeed; I have this morning 8 
ceived a letter from Mr. Menville : theſe are 5 


— 


1 
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my notice, they are not, and may weren 
their ffcioulneſ.. TNT 55 


- W, MENVILLE, 


Tell me, dear Lady Wentworth, how to 
ſupport this heavieſt of all evils, a murdered 
reputation; who is it I have offended ſo 
much as to make them my enemp, to be a 
| ſpy upon my actions, and repreſent. me in 
ſuch a horrid. light to my huſband -?. Captain 
; Harley“ s correſpondence with Mrs. -Cole- 
more is known, and I am ſuppoſed to be in- 
tereſted in it; heaven knows 1 never ſaw a 
fingle letter, nor did ſhe ever mention to me 
but once, her correſ e with him. 


1 What can 1 do? how is it polible 1 
undeceive a man, ſo prejudiced againſt me. 
All but this J could have borne with pati- 
ence; poverty and ill- treatment 1 was re- 
ſigned to, but reproach, ſhame and calumny 
ſubdues me quite. Mr. Colemore has offer- 
ed to Write, but I will not, on any account, 

draw 


. 
{4 

. +7 

iy 


WOMAN As SHE SHOULD BE. — wr 
draw him into an interference which might 5 
turn out diſagreeably, and make me more 
| miſerable. I ſhall anſwer his letter never-_ | 


d theleſs ; tis my duty, far as I can, to clear 


S* $5 


myſelf from unjuſt ſuſpicions; I do not ex- 


pect credit indeed, but I ought not to be 
ſilent under e and inſults I do not 
deſerve. Oh! my dear friend, like an evil 
genius, Mrs. Thurkill directs his mind to my 
deſtruction; ſurely ſne might content derſelf 
with depriving me of his love and protection; 
ſhe need not invent falſchoods, to make me 
infamous in his eyes. Whata forlorn wretch 
Lam, without father, huſband; brother or 
uncle to ſupport me] where can I direct my 
ſteps ? my beſt friends. are branded with ſuſ⸗ 


picions, I muſt lay down my pen, "_ n 


- 


"lbs no _ n. me. E31 
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| MRS. COLEMORE. IN CONTINUATION. 
UR dear Mrs. Menville is indeed ſub- 
| dued; reproach, /' and ſuſpicion of 
crimes impoſſible for her to commit, has 
ſtruck her to the heart; ſhe has had two 
fainting fits; I have prevailed on her to go 
to bed; the dear innocent ſufferer looks 
the image of deſpair. How unfortunate that 
Lord Longfield ſhould be ſo near, to give 
even a colour of ſuſpicion for ſome malig- 
nant mind to work upon. A thought has 
ſt ſtruck me, has Sir Charles, has Mr. 

|  Molefworth 


OMAN AS SHE SHOULD BER 123 


Moleſworth any particular friend of conſe. 


quence in Paris, to whom you could entruſt ö 
all her letters to you ſince her marriage, me- 


thinks, could he be brought to read them, 


they would ſtrike conviction to his mind, 5 
more than any thing we could aſſert. If you 


are of the ſame opinion, haſten thoſe une- 


quivocal proofs. of her innocence—but for 
heaven's ſake, let not Harley know of this 


buſineſs. I muſt and will prevail on her to 


return with us, ſhe ſhall not remain here, a 
prey to grief and deſpair. I encloſe a copy 


of her letter to Menville. Adieu, dear Lady 
Wentworth, I hardly know what I write, but 
a wm rel care of 0 our due "Raw 


+ 


Tours moſt ay, PURE, 


4 


7 FS: | 7 ; 
ws 4 * 47 Py 


I. ; R : . #4 ' * * ow 13 0 # 
' M6. 4 * I , 2 & = : | g 5 
G 2 | LETTER 


CE IDES Tenn. 
r gel * 
c 4 S — 
ogy 45 I A SE WY, 1 a — 
. 3 w ol — — 


— * ul * TRIS \ , 
PP 


— LY — - a. — 21 27 4 P >= 
-— 4, G4 1 2 WS IR _—_— E a by 
. oo ns >, _ 1 "ET — 
8 * — 9 223 A . — 
l 0 * 
2 


— 


— 
=, 


n 
3 


e 
8 e r 
— 8 22 
CELL 7 
nog EY 2-_ 


n 


8 — * » —— 
5 & 8 n. 7 . * 
= 15 > — pat an 3 . 2 & Fart 


„% WOMAN As SHE SHOULD! BE. 


— 
5 *. 1 . j 1 7 * 4 

I = Ay - , + . e j 1 17 8 *EF "7 * 7 N % * EY [4 Cx 7 7 — * 

#4 * + A > | F So aa» EE BY % - 4 1 1 


1 _ * 1 * — * I ; 
&-: 4 


: ed o 4 - 5 
1 5 1 * k $5 - * 1 : = £" n * A ; 2 11808 5 
3 147 3 | TYC 2 * FY Hier 74 4 Ein 1 111 * 4 


* 
* 
3 2 ws 
Po. 
W. 
* 
* ** 


RY 3 — = 

: —_ — —— 

o q = Nd 
— —. SE COTE . 
EI „ „ — — = 

- Mags —— , OS —— — 
— —— — — — — — — — — 
: g 


1 
— Ae ER 
A a 


* : 4 

ij ns ; [+ NO 14:13] 2101 
1 . - > ID rl; Jo. v1 
R — fa 2 o is 1 ; $1 — 4.4 * 


x 3005! "RICE, 


; . * — i ; 4 


4 


* * Ws OR... . & 
: +3443 4 * 


165 „uns. MENVILLE. To; MR. ilk 


= 4 — 1 * 5 bk 2 A * 17 4 *7 P 6. ol f * ? . OE WER 5 FI £ 4 k 
; 2 14 | þ - #4 4 A » #. Ei» # T. 3 i 2h + Fa | L + %# 
: 4 - 


— 
* 


* - 7 8 FP * s * 4 


: p 45 
74 . G 


7 OUR letter, fir, 1 bone paruſes with 
that ſurpriſe and affliction which a much 
injured wife muſt feel, at being wounded with 
an accuſation of crimes, a ſtranger to her 
ſoul. For you to inflict, and for me to ſuf- 
fer, ſeems the hard leſſon you have laid upon 
me; but could you not be contented with 
torturing my heart, muſt my fame be mur- 
dered, muſt my character be ſacrificed, to 
wer me more on a level with my cruel 
wa : enemy? 
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enemy? Ah! Mr. Menville, you muſt know 
I am' unjuſtly. accuſed, your reaſon acquits 


me, I know:it-does. In juſtice to myſelf,” fir, 


1'muſt- declare, upon my fuĩth and honour- 1 


never have en, nor even have heard»yeadto 


me, one line of Captain Harley's writing, 
vice I became your wife, nor did I know 


Mrs. Colemore and he correſponded, till ſne 
was about to become a wife, and then his 


name was mentioned but once to me. It 


vas a decorum I laid upon myſelf to obſerve, 


not to have the ſmalleſt knowledge of a per. 
ſon, wha had once been on the eve of a near 
bonnexion with me, and I have ſtrictliy ful. 


filled every. ducy in that point, which deli- 


PM to For and TIRE e 
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l bes b charge n PRE Lang 
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vi. 4s for me, that reſiding in Wales was 
entirely a propoſal of his, to occup a houſe 


of his own, Juſt then vacated; and ſo little 


was my knowledge of his Lordſhip, that I 
had been ſome time ſettled in this place, be- 
Nl "Wk fore 


field, voc own attorney, Mr. W atſon, can wg 
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fore 1 knew he had a houſe i in the 1 
bourhood ; he never has viſited me; I met 
him once, for I ſcorn to tell an untruth, nor 
ment or palliation; I met him by accident 3 
his ſurpriſe was equal to mine; I told him 1 
neither ene paid viſits, he had de- 
licacy enough to allow the propriety of my 
reſolution, and never intruded on it after; 
Thus much, fir, I write, in juſtice to myſelf, 
J muſt ſay, it is not in reſpect or deference 
to you who could load me with accuſati -· 
ons, you muſt be ſenſible I do not deſerve, 
and who can abandon an innocent wife and 
child to the ceriſures of the world. Onè day 
you will make me reparation, and whenever 
that day arrives, you will find neither unkind- 
neſs nor reproach has leſſened the ſenſe I 
entertain of /my duties, and the father of my 
child, when he deigns to conſider ler as 
his, will be received with en arms by an 
afeionate.. water iy nol fi nwo bl 2 
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1 „ which 1 pi 
ſay has given. you. much. uneaſineſs, I there - 
fore write immediately, that you may haye 
the ſatisfaction to know our valued friend i is 
much better, and I hope vill Pon be fe- 

rior to any grief; for calumnies, all Who 
know her, know it is not in the chapter f 
poſſibilities ſhe could ever deſervedly incur. 


Mr. Colemore dined yeſterday awith- Lord 
* he has been frequently there late - 
G 4 2] ly, 
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ly, and is very much attached to him. My 
Lord greatly laments the unhappy ſituation 
of Mrs. Menville, and execrates the huſband, 
and his infamous companion. You may re- 
member, i in a former letter of mine, I men- 
tioned a man whoſe appearance had frighted 
us in our walk on the hill; Lord Longfield 
has obtained. his confidence; poor man ! his 
ſtory is very melancholy, and I have permiſ- 
ſion to acquaint you with it. 


Mr. RES was a younger . of a ba- 
ronet, was deſigned for the mercantile line, 
and ſent to Holland, where he reſided ſome 
years. On his return, his father advanced 
a handſome ſum, and placed him in partner- 
ſhip: with a very reſpectable merchants: For 
near four years every thing fucceeded to their 
wiſhes; many overtures had been made to 
young Chapman to marry, but his heart be- 
ing untouched, he declined entering into any 
engagements, from motives of intereſt only, 
The failure of a very capital houſe in Ja- 
maica, proved of very ſerious conſequences 
. F Tp to 
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to Chapman s credit; they found it abſolute- 


ly neceſſary one of the partner's ſhould go 


over to the Weſt- Indies, and inveſtigate their 


affairs; the elder aſſociate was married, con- 
ſequently the younger one voluntarily offered 
to go, and very ſoon embarked on his voy- 
age; it proved a favourable one, and wirk- 
out any accident he arlived at Jamaica. To 
his great'vexation he found every thing milth. 


worſe than he expected; the houſe had failed 
for ſuch an immenſe ſum, as drew in others 3 
to a ſimilar. ſituation; and in ſhort, he found 


there were no hopes of recovering any thing, 
the credit of their o houſe was involved 
in the general wreck. Whilſt he remained 
on the iſland, he frequently viſited at a Mr. 


Paterſon's, a man of very conſiderable pro- 
perty, and an only daughter, who was ſought - 


for in marriage by: many of the moſt opulent 
people in, the iſland. She was handſome; 


ſenſible and good. Mr. Chapman very foot 
conceived a warm paſſion for this young lady; 
and as lovers eyes are pretty quick, he could 
Aenne * * Partiality in her 
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treatment of him. Mr. Paterſon was a man 
of ſenſe, probity and good nature. He pi- 
tied Mr. Chapman's ſituation and diſappoint- 
ments, he did more, with a liberal mind, he 
offered to take him into partnerſhip, though 
from the wreck of his fortune at home, he 
bad very little to expect in the pecuniary 
Way. An offer like this was not to be re 
jected. He remained on the iſland, having 
- . Vrritten to his former friend, who had been 
compelled to retire from buſineſs, and live in 
the country with his wife's family, who were 
perſons of ſortune. He wrote alſo; to his 
father and eldet brother. He now managed 
the buſineſs for Mr. Paterſon extremely ta 
his ſatisfaction ;, he ſaw. the growing partiality 
between the young cauple, nor did he diſap- 
prove of it. Sophia is very young,“ ſaid 
be one day to her lover, © I obſerye; how 
matters are between you, but depend upon 
your honour, and her prudence and obedi- 
ence to me, that no particular explanation on 
engagement takes place between your, until 
vou _ reſided with me two years—et>tho 
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years, he was bleſt with the hand and heart 
of the lovely Sophia. For fax years theß 
enjoyed uninterrupted happineſs; ſhe had 


_ expiration of that time, if you love each 
other, I will give you my daughter, and the 


whole of my buſineſs. An offer ſs truly 


generous, impreſſed Chapman with the deep- 
eſt os titude; it ſtimulated him to deſerve it; 1 


and in ſhort, at the expiration of the two 


two children, a boy and a girl. Nearly fix. 


years after their marriage the good Mr. Pa- i 


terſon died, a loſs ſeverly felt by his child 


ren, who truly loved him. Soon after he 


received a letter from his father, mentioning. 


the death of his brother, his own ill ſtate t 


health, and entreating him to haſten. over to 
England, that he might ſee him once more 
before his exes were cloſed ſor ever. This, 


letter gave the affectionate pair much con- 


cern.; the requeſt of a dying father muſt be 
complied with; Mrs. Chapman was very 


far advanced in her pregnancy, and unfit to 


nk the fatigues of the voyage; ſhe inſiſted 
on 1808 with him, he de termined to wait 
=_ i 
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= tilt her delivery, rather than take her in that 
ſiuation. At length, by the interpoſition 
of à family they were exceedingly inti- 
mate with, it was ſettled that Mr. Chap- 
man ſhould go in the firſt ſhip, and Mrs. 
Chapman, wich her friends, Mr. and Mrs. 
Baris; and their family, follow him as ſoon 
as ſne could do it with ſafety. This being 
the plan fixed on, Chapman made up his 
affairs, and taking a moiety of his property 
with him, the remainder to be brought over 
by his beloved wife, he took his departure 
from Jamaica, and arrived ſafe in England, 
time enough to cloſe his father's eyes, who 
expired within a fortnight after his arrival. 
He was' now Sir Edward Chapman, with- a 
good eſtate in Leiceſterſhire, He amuſed 
himſelf in embelliſning his houſe and gar- 
dens againſt the arrival of his dear Sophia ; 
from whom he had received one letter, and 
he was extremely anxious to hear of her ſafe 
delivery. At length news came from Mr. 
Baris, Mrs. Chapman was brought do bed of 
a fine aa perfectly ſafe and well; and as 
ſoon 
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en ab her beshi viim bees ie in 
ſhould | embark: for England. He ſoon af 
ter had another letter from his wiſe, ſhe was 
quite well, and they deſigned to embark the 
following week. He now daily expected 
them, a fortnight, a month elapſed, and na 
accounts, he began to grow very uneaſy. 
One morning taking up the daily paper at 
break faſt, it was mentioned, that a large ſhip, 
from Jamaica, in making for Falmouth in a 
dark night, had ſtruck upon the rocks at 
Scilly, and foundered, every perſon on board 
periſned, but two men and one boy who 
ſwam on ſhore. - It was added, there were 
many paſſengers on board. This paragraph 
froze his ſenſes; it was ſome hours before he 
returned to reaſon. He then ordered a car- 
riage, and drove with all ſpeed to Cornwall; 
he travelled night and day until his arrival at 
Falmouth, he there made every poſſible en- 
quiry relative to the ſhip; one of the men 
was ſtill at Falmouth; being much bruiſed by 
the rocks; from him he learnt the fatal ſtory, 
that his wife and three childten, with Mr., 
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ever heard. addreſſing that cruel: element in 
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' and\Mis. Baris, and all- their property was 


loſt for ever! although he expected, he was 


was taken ill af a frenzy fever; his younger 


brother, a clergyman, was ſent for expreſs; 


after\every-method for his recovery was tried 
in vain, his brother conveyed him to the 
neighbourhood of London, where he remain- 
ed for nine years, and very unexpectedly re- 
covered his reaſon by an accident of falling 


from a chair againſt the ſide of the door, 


which cut his head, and he bled to re- 
lent degree, his death was hourly expected; 
but though reduced extremely low, han reco- 
vered not only his health, but his ſenſes, and 


a perfect recollection of what had befallen 


made over his whole fortune to his brother, 


except two hundred a year, he then came in- 
to Wales, took a-fmall cottage in the valley, 


with one elderly woman to attend him, and: 


for years has frequented. the fide of the hill) 


where he ſees the ſea; and has often been: 
the 
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the moſt: melancholy terms. He ſhunned alk 


fociety, and from the ſternneſs of his coune | 5 


tenance, no one ventured to addreſs him. 
He ſaid there was ſomething touching and 
melancholy in Lord Longfield's appearance, 


which attracted his notice, a ſympathy which 2 
ſtoke upon his heart, and induced him at laſt 
to admit of his converſation. He now vilits 


his Lordſhip frequently, conditioning no 


other viſitor is admitted when he is there. 
My Lord ſays he is a (pleaſing: intelligent 
man, but an habitual melancholy, a ſenſe f 


his misfortunes, which hei ever deplores; ren- 


ders him at times very unequal and defultory 
in his converſation. A: wife, three chitd- 


— 


ren, my beſt friends, all, all loſt at once; 


great God, I revere thy judgments, yet Þ. 
mult think my deſtiny ſevere ! ſucks is his 


language frequently : my: Lord tries to ſoothe 


and comfort him, and wiſhed him to go 


with him for the fummer abroad, to give a: 
diverſity to his. thoughts. No!” cried 
he, here I will live, in this ſpot I will die, 
in yiew of that terrific, element Which has 
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and Mes: Baris, and ala property wat 
was n il of + a <a arg his! younger 
brother, a clergyman, was ſent for expreſs; 

aſter every method for his recovery was tried 
in vain, his brother conveyed him to the 
neighbourhood of London, where he remain- 
ed for nine years, and very unexpectedly re- 
covered his reaſon by an accident of falling 
from a chair againſt the ſide: of the door, 
which cut his head, and he bled to that vio- 
but though reduced extremely low, he reco- 
vered not onby his health, but his ſenſes, and 
a perfect recollection of what had befallen 
made over his whole fortune to his brother, 
except two hundred a year, he then came in 
to Wales, took a fmall eottage in the valley, 
with one elderly woman to attend him, and: 
for years has frequented, the fide of the hill 
where he' ſees the ſea; and has often. been. 
ever-heard. addreſſing that cruel; element in 
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this moſt: melanclioly terms. He ſhunhed alk 
ſociety, and from the ſternneſs of his cd“ 


tenance, no one ventured to addreſs him. 
He ſaid there was ſomething touching and 
melancholy: in Lord Longfield's appearance, 


which attracted his notice, a ſympathy which _ 


ſtoke upon his heart, and induced him at laſt 


to admit of his converfation. He now vilits. 


his Lordſhip frequently, conditioning no 
other viſitor is admitted when he is there. 


My Lord ſays he is a pleaſing intelligent 


man, but an habitual melancholy, a ſenſe of 
his misfortunes, which hel ever deplores, ren- 


ders him at times very unequal and deſultorñ 
in his converſation. A: wife, three chid- 


ren, my beſt friends, all, all loſt at once 


Sreat God, 1 revere thy judgments, yet 1 


\ 


muſt think my deſtiny ſevere! ſuch is his 


language frequently my Lord tries to ſoothe 


and comfort him, and wiſhed him to go 
with him for the fummer abroad, to give a 
diverſity to his thoughts. No!“ cried 


be, © here I Will ive, in this ſpot I will de, 


in view of that terrific element which has 
6 : robbed 
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robbed” me of every comfort upon earth. 


Fancy ſometimes brings my wife; my wa 


children to my vie Lyſee their ſpirits dan 


eing on the waters; and waiting for me, im la 
little time 1 mall 9 chem, n en 
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Oe in his manner, ſuch a wildneſs.ih his 


look, that he did not dare to urge him far- 
cher. He owned to his Lordſhip, the ſight 


of women, particularly ee and een 


ones, eee averſion-. n id e Fort" Lit 
Niestrd boi iavoany roy gamut zA uit 

ee Is not RES a te Mos my bi 
LadyoWentwdrds? there is nothing I think 
ſo diſtreſſing to one's feelings, as hearing of 
woes beyond one's power to redreſs.— and 
what cam be done for ſuch a man, where pe- 
cuniary relief is not wanted, and whoſe r 
rows you cannot remove?” » 
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I have this Jnviltoni beleid Ale from 


1 father; with one eneloſed to: Mis. Men- 
8 ville, 
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ville, from her uncle zit was ſent to Sud 
bury, as ſuppoſing our family knew her ad- 


dreſs; ſhame on him, that he had not been 


the firſt to protect her from the inſults ſne 
has received; I wonder , much what he can 
write about now, after ſuch cruel neglect. 


I hope our friend Harry is arrived in India 


e'er now; I like that young man, he has a 
good, hearts and Ham ſure will do well. My 
father writes that he has had a viſit from 
Mr. Martin, who is now gone to France for 
a month or two ; I wiſh he may keep all his 
good reſolutions, but he is gone to the land 


of frivolity and diſſipation ; old habits too . 
often return, when encouraged by example 
and tempted by folly, to reſume them; if he 


returns without being infected, I ſhall think 
highly of his ſincerity and fortitude. I am 
' ſent for to Mrs. Menville. Good heavens ! 
I am out of all patience ; was ever malice and 
wickedneſs carried to ſuch a height! this 
uncle has ſent the following letter, which 1 


copy for To peruſal ; but my dear injured - 
AFI DR friend 
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Have ed a letter from your | Kulbang, 

acquainting me with the ſhameful man- 
ner in which'you/live, ever ſince you with- 
drew yourſelf from his houſe; alſo that yo 
correſponded with that Harley after you be- 
came his wife: fye upon you, to be ſo wick. 
ed and ungratefuł; no wonder (you behaved 


ſo ill,) your huſband ſhould ſeek comfort and 


pleaſure wherever he could find it; yet had 
you not left his houſe, and gone it ſeems in 
the ne derer of a Lord Longfield, who 


r 18 
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1s now your gallant, he would never have | 
expoſed you, but lived upon decent terms 
with you at leaſt. As for the affair of Mrs. 
'T hurki;"you-onghe=wohave-beery blind to 
It, e he behaved well to you, but you 
brought i it all upon yourſelf.- ' However, nei- 
ther your huſpand nor myſelf chuſe you 
| ſhould go on to bring diſgrace upon us; I 
| have the management of his buſineſs now, 


and ſo we-propoſe,: as you pretend to deny 
your guilt, to bring you to the proof. You 


. and your child ſhall go to France, and board 


in a convent ; if you conſent, I have” leave 
(-dd-fifey pounds per yeat̃ to your incùm 
if-you rafuſe, we: (alli know haf to: chic 
of you, and ſhall caſt yo off for ever. Mr. 
Menyille baving forgot to mention the name 
of the; place you lived, at ſend Fhis-0 
your old cronies) the Ellis's, though it's: 
ſhame for them to wink at ſuch doings. Sobn 
as. you receive this, write me a anſwer dittct: 
ly; at preſent I am ſorry to call myſelf your 
uncle. f fi BR 08 21 d 7 50. eit mot 3 1911 1107 
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1 27 of he Fam ituen3 ful bavists! 75 2 
MRS, Au Vff E b f by WENTWORTH, | 
10 n li, I eat 157 07 Tipo! lr -, 
29 21 A r 210 bormnmoq 1019172 101 | 
ME: dear Lady. Wentwortb, l I have of- 
ten heartl exceſd of miſeryorbuſes the 
torpid mind, and cauſes exertions Of: forti - 
rude which leſſet vilg fail to do at Nismo - 
ment I experienee theo ſtrth of che obſerva- 
tion. Under the lxexaſions · I have ſuſſered Tl | 
ſtruggled: for, patience and contpoſure, but 
the refra&tory.heaytroften repelled my efforts, 
and the 'tears--06. theb night exceeded the aſ- 
ſumed cheerfulneſs of the day. ¶ The laſt let⸗ 
ter I n from — was: a ſe- 
vere 
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vere blow at the time, yet conſcious inno- 
cence ſupported me under it; this letter of 
my uncle's has entirely cured me of ſorrow 
or regret ; chat Mr, Menyille ſhould accuſe 
me ſo falſely to my relation; that he, to 
. whoſe interference I owe every miſery ; that 
be ſhould believe the aſperſions on my cha- 
racter, and throw me off like 2 guilty crea- 
ture, without deigning to. enquire how far | 
deſerved ſuch treatment. Such inſults, my 
=_ dear friend, have raiſed me above. myſelt;-I 
= will ſubmit to their wiſhes, I will accept of 
by the retirement pointed out to me, and let 
_  them'feel, let the unworthy authors of this 
8 be made ſenſible; that no outward 
circumſtances can depreſs a mind, guarded 
| by : rectitude, and ſupported by innocence. 
Mr. and Mrs Colemore are much tfraged, 
andi adviſe me very ſtrongly againſt ſubmit- 
ting to ſuch arbitrary deſigns, but I have 
made up my mind; tis my fixed determina- 
tion to obey my huſband in every pdint that 
is not inimical to what L owe. my own ho- 
nour; he has an undbubted right to place 
41 Mio 4 his a 
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his wife and child where he- pleaſes ; 1 never 
will conteſt that right. Whilſt he left me at 
liberty to live where I choſe, I thought I 
ſnauld conform moſt to his liking, and my 
own inclinations, by living retired in the 

country; unhappily I fixed on a wrong ſpot, 
which has given colour for the accuſations 
againſt me; I will now prove to them, no 
attachment to perſons or places, ſhall prevent 
me from doing my duty, and obeying the 
2 of my huſband in every thing I can 
do. My friends may murmur, but their 
— muſt applaud me. Miſs Neville 
is earneſt to accompany me, but 1. haye po- 
ſnively refuſed; her friends will, doubtleſs 
ſoon return to England; ſhe may yet enjoy 
tranquillity in the boſom of her family; 1 
will not be the means of depriving her of it. 
The gloom. of a convent, is little calculated 
to ſpeak peace to a mind that ſuffers from 
ſelf· reproach, as ſhe continually does. No, 
my good friend, I will have no companion 
but my ſweet child 3 no attendant but little 
Patty. I have written my uncle the follow- 
ing anſwer. 


Sir, 


— 
” 82 *= 
» — 
* 
4 
2 . * * L 4 * * 
N As SHE SHOULD BE. 
8 8 
1 1 £ - * @ 
« * FOXES of SX * 4} ES £7 957 $44 4 k 4. NW K 
. 7 4 7 * #9 5 " = &.; o 
oo Lf f 7 q ; 3 * 36a we Sk 2:3 * 2 
: 11, * £ F - ' . 42 s * 
1 — q #5 " 4 " ” 
1 f «4-7 & 4 $31 1 TY 1 4% Þ +4 
* 


nconſcious of . ahi Guſpicions 
1 may ſay accuſations, of Mr. Menville, or 
the ſeverity of your pen, I can wrap myſelf 
up in my ow innocence and integrity, and 
deſpiſe the malice of my enemies. Had Mr. 
Merwville, when he 4rove ime from his houſe, 
by ati} alternative I could not with ' honour 
heſitate in my choice of; had he condeſcend- 
ed te have pointed out a place of reſidence 
for me, when compelled to leave his caſtle, 

I ſhould"'Eercainly' have conformed to his 
orders: but. T was permittec eo go where J 
Pleaſed} yet even then J Confulted his attor- 
ney, and retited to a houſe he recommend- 
ed. Now that Mr. Menville has choſen a 
Place for His Wife to live at; T have enly to 
hold myſelf in readineſs to obey his com 
mands. Ir is indifferent to me what part of 
the world I reſide in, when reprobated by 
my huſband, and eaſt off by my relations. 
My own Heart juſtifies me, and: I am content. 
Whenever you or Mr. Menville: ſignify: your 
orders, 
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448 as to time and place, for my remo- 
val, I will AP gee. with them, 1 


* 


J am, fir, 
ä Your moſt humble ſervant, 
E. MENVILLE. 


As my uncle was ſorry to conſider himſelf 
as ſuch, I had too much pride to recogniſe 
the relationſhip by my ſignature. I owe him 
nothing, therefore ſhall make no undue ſub- 
miſſions. I have prevailed on Miſs Neville 
to accompany my friends to Sudbury, but 
they will not leave me till my future deſti- 
nation is determined. Mrs. Colemore has 
juſt acquainted me with her advice to you, of 
' ſending my letters to Mr. Menville; I hope 
nothing has been done in it, and I earneftly 
entreat no ſuch ſtep may be taken. Time 
and patience will do every thing, I will not 
hazard my friends to the chance of receiving 
inſults, which might too * be the 

WL. -:- "ES * caſe, 
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caſe, while the tide of prejudice and diſlike 
is ſo ſtrong againſt me. I cannot convey to 
you the mixed ſenſations of my mind at pre- 
ſent; grief, however, has no ſhare in it; tis 
pride, confidence and reſignation ; ; 'tis con- 
tempt-and diſdain of my unworthy accuſers : 
1 feel myſelf elevated above my ſituation, and 
am determined my conduct ſhall ſpeak for 
itſelf. Let me conjure you to let nothing 
tranſpire concerning me to your friends, I 


. am well, and not unhappy. That your felicity 


may daily increaſe, is the earneſt wiſh of, 


- 


Your affectionate and obliged, 


EMILY MENVILLE. 


et eee 
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CAPTAIN HARLEY TO MRS. COLEMORE, 


4 
111 


A thanks to you my dear obli- 
ging correſpondent, for your quick return 
to my laſt letter. That your charming friend 
is well, and Mr. Colemore and yourſelf with 
her, I rejoice to hear; and to find that her 
fortitude is equal to the evils ſo heavily laid 
upon her, is the only conſolation I can poſ—ʒ 
ſibly receive. Mrs. Neville is much reco- 
vered, for which ſhe is greatly indebted to 
the kindneſs of Lady Wentworth; Mr. 
Moleſworth is alſo conſiderably amended, 
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beyond expectation, and tis ſettled, that in 
one month we ſhall all return together; yet 
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how I ſhall bear to live in the ſame country 
with Mrs. Menville, knowing ſhe ts injured 
and inſulted, knowing ſhe muſt be deprived 
of a thouſand little neceſſary indulgences 


her narrow income will not ſupply ; oh | my 


friend, of how little value in my eyes is the 
fortune I now poſſeſs, when it cannot, or will 


not be permitted to ſerve her, who deſerves 
diadems.! I muſt not think, I muſt not talk 


of her ; Lady Wentworth has ſealed up her 


lips, ſhe wilt not permit me to aſk any queſ- 


tions; yeſterday. ſhe. received, a letter, I wa 
ATR ny anxious 


* 


<1 il yu, my a friend n 


ie Menville is well, ſhe is not unhappy, ; 


aſk no more, it is her requeſt, which has the 
force of a command with me, that, IL make 
no communications concerning her to any 


body ; ſhe, muſt be obeyed, and Whillt you 


ſee ut eaſy, be aſſured nothing can Un, ar: 4 


| UG: amiſs with her.“ 


3 | | This 
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This was all I could obtain; do not uu 


dy ſo inflexible ; for heaven's ſake continue to 
write during theſe next three weeks, for I 
have an uncommon depreſſion 'of ſpirits, 
which ſeeks for 2 y from you. 


As Mrs. Neville, on her retun and 


land, will have nearly ſeven hundred pounds 


to receive, I would not wound her delicacy, 
by making any ſettlement on her, particu- 
larly as the moiety of her eſtate will bring in 


almoft two hundred a year; I have therefore 


ſettled an hundred a year upon each of her 

children, for life, and the fame ſum on Miſs 
Neville. Do not give me credit for any ex- 
traordinary generoſity on this occaſion, I 


promiſed Mr. Neville to provide for his 


offspring; and the little ſervices I have been 
ſo happy to render them, is the only value I 
have ſet upon the fortune the kind Colonel 
bequeathed to me. I am much ſurpriſed I 


have never had a line from Lord Truebę; 


the ſtate of his health was ſo indifferent, that 


L have many doubts of his exiſtence. Such 


H 3 women 
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women tas Mrs. Thurkill and Mrs. B—, 
what miſchieſs do they not occaſion in fami- 
lies; how wide: ſpreading is their errors, and | 
how ſeverely do they fall on the innocent 
do not, my exemplary friend, ſuppoſe I mean 
to exculpate man, and throw all the blame on 
- women, no, I execrate the vile ſeducer, and 
know no puniſhment adequate to his crimes; 
hut your lovely ſex, by the little attention you 
pay to the character of a man; by the en- 
couragement the gay libertine receives; the 
approbation attendant on gallantry and 
faſhionable manners, and the ſeverity with 
which you judge your own ſex, certainly in- 
- vite freedoms, and inſpire confidence. Tis 
you alone can repel them; charming wo- 
man only can make a reformation in our 
conduct, by reſpecting herſelf, and demand- 
ing reverence and admiration, inſtead of that 
frivolous and licentious attachment which aſ- 
ſumes the name a n without . one 
ſentiment of it. 


wontax us Str sriovIh Er. 2 


If my mind was attuned to enjoy *2amuſe- 


ment and pleaſure, I know no place more 


calculated for the purpoſe than Spa. Here 


are à number of foreigners of diſtinction; 3 
many noble families from England; the air 


— >> 


is delightful, ſo clear and light, that it gives 


uncommon ſpirits to thoſe who come from 


our foggy iſland ; muſic, dancing, cards and 
routs, are in every houſe ; gaming is here 
tolerated, under the protection of the biſhop, 


and immenſe ſums are loſt daily. I have 
never yet entered into one of their parties; 


Clayton loſt about three hundred pounds one 
night, and is ſatisfied. The Wentworth fa- 


mily is the ſource of my pleaſures; I am 
particularly pleaſed with Sir Charles and Mr. 


Sackville ; the former is a man of faſhion, 
free from its follies; he is the beſt huſband 
in the world to.2 woman of real merit. 
Happy couple! may no clouds intervene to 
interrupt your felicity. Mr. Sackville is a 


worthy reſpectable man, but plain in his 


manners and addreſs, which however bear 
the ſtamp of reſpect and ſincerity, and muſt 


a 4 a ever 
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ever be pleaſing. Mrs. Neville and Clayton 
| Join in beſt reſpects to your amiable friends, 

the former has written to her ſiſter; may l 
preſume to add mine; will Mrs. Menville 
hear the name of Harley; yet why ſhould 
ſhe not; why ſhould a man who reſpects her 
for her intrinſic value, who is the ſincereſt of 
her friends, and would die to promote her 
happineſs, even with Menville 3 why ſhould 
not his reſpects be acceptable, when they do 
not militate againſt any one obſervance ſhe 
may have impaſed upon herſelf ? yet do 
as you pleaſe, you know better than myſelt 
what ought to be done, and I ſubmit to your 
laws, Haſten, my dear correſpondent, haſ- 
ten end letter to your 


Faithful and obliged 88 
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LETTER 


LETTER XXII. 


MRS, MENVILLE TO LADY "WENTWORTH. 
Y dear Lady Wentworth, I have re- 
ceived an anfwer, a very ſhort one, 
from my uncle, with a fifty pound note encloſed, 
deſiring I would ſet off as ſoon as poffible - 
for Abbeville, where the Abbeſs or Superior 
would be ready prepared to receive me: 
I am to proceed to Dover, croſs to Bou- 
logne, and from thence to Abbe ville. This 
is Tueſday: on Monday next I ſhall ac- 
company my friends to Sudbury, ftay one 
might with Doctor Ellis, and follow my 
Hs | ve 


21 
ES - 
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orders. Mr. and Mrs. Colemore go with 


me to Dover ; Miſs Neville remains with 
Mrs, Ellis. , 


Ho my little Emily may bear the ſea, 
I know not; but the paſſage, I apprehend, 
is but a ſhort. one. My uncle takes not the 
leaſt notice of the contents of my letter. 
Mercenary man | His inducements to marry 
me to Mr. Menville were with a view to 
aggrandize his family; and now he ſacrifices 
my intereſts to the ſame motive; © he has 
the management of . Mr. Menville's buſi- 
neſs.” Powerful plea! Who would regard 
the character, the happineſs of a niece, when 
put in competition with profit to himſclt? 
Sordid intereſt; ne half the world. 


When r WE my dae Nee 
1 ſhall, write immediately ; 1 ſhall have lei- 
ſure enough there for meditation, even to 
madneſs; but my ſpirits, my reſolution will 
not deſert me; and I truſt I ſhall meet 


friends even in 1 G GGêo— dg 
Mrs. 


. , 
* 


5 | 
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Mrs. Colemore wiſhes to add a few lines. 
I ſhall only ſay for the preſent, I am truly, 
and 1 in all n ever 


e e EET  6es hate 


Four n 


And obliged friend, 


EMILY MENVILLE, 


g 19 


Mr. Colemore ſpends half his time with 
Lord Longfield, who, I find, is ſoon going 
abroad. I hope he has not the ſmalleſt 
ſuſpicion he is an Ne as inen 
Mr. h it 
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LET TER XXIII. 


MRS, COLEMORE 1N CONTINUATION. 


* 


MUST write a few lines, indeed, for my 
heart is burſting with vexation.. Yel- 
terday Mrs, Menville received a letter from 
her wretch of an uncle, and determined to 
obey the lordly mandate. Mr. Colemore 
being engaged to dine with Lord Longfield, 
mentioned our intended journey next week. 
He was ſurpriſed, —< Mrs, Menville going 
with Fm T hen * have prevailed at 
laſt.” 25 


« Would 


d Would to Heaven we had?!” replied 
Mr. Colemore, unguardedly ; “ but ſhe is 
fixed in her reſolution to obey her huſband's 
commands, and is going en, 
| convent.” | 


Fe A convent !”” exclaimed, Lord Long- 
| Held, ſtarting ; a convent! Good God! 
for what reaſon is Mrs. Menville to be con- 

lined i in a conyent ?” 


« Becauſe, my Ld, the ii your weigh 
. 


. ani 
in an agony. Mr. Colemore, ſenſible that 


nimm 
1 


f 


„ 11 


« Mr. Colemore,” faid my Lad e a 

' pauſe, you have ſaid too much, not to 
raiſe my curioſity to hear more. I am but 
ſlightly informed of any particulars relative 
to Mrs, Menville, Her huſband's conduct 
| 13 


c— 
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is open tothe world; but I think I cbuld 
ſtake my honour: and life, that ſhe has be- 
-haved with ſuch uncommon ' propriety,” as 
will never juſtify ſuch violent ſteps as he is 
about to purſue. If my being in this neigh- 
bourhood has any ſhare in cauſing this diſ- 
treſs to her, I will leave it in twenty-four 
hours. — Tell me, r Mr. . eng tell 
me all. Leue tas 10 
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And he was fooliſh enough to comply; 
related every thing that we knew, the letters 
and inſults, with her meekneſs and. obedience. 
When the miſchief was done he ſaw his 

folly. His Lordſhip was like a madman: 
he curſed Menville, Thurkill, uncle, and all 
the family; ſwore ſhe was an angel, and 
ſnould never be in the power of ſuch brutes. 
« She go to France alone!“ n he z ; © no 
never!“ M EP 
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Mr. Colemore was quiet till ke ſaw him 
a little more compoſed: he then argued with 
him on the propriety of her determination, 
© | and 
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and the probability that her compliance, and 
the regularity of her conduct, would open 
Menville's eyes, and give a favourable tun 
to her affairs. 29 
ol KY 

cc A bridal x turn . e his ord- 
ſhip; © what, when he is tired of the crea- 
ture with him, he is to return, and honour 
her, by taking notice of the moſt lovely and 
virtuous of her ſex, after being contaminated 
by the moſt profligate. A fine recompence, 
indeed, he can make her now, with a n, 
fortune, and an e W 1 . 
In ſhort, Colemers „ | 
with him before he grew the leaſt compoſed; 
and he ſaw, what he never ſuſpected, that 
his Lordſhip was actually more than com- 
monly intereſted for the happineſs of Mrs. 
Menville. | 


After a world of chat, it was at len oth 4 
ſettled, that Mr. Colemore and myſelf ſhould 


ſee her ſafe in the convent, for he conjured 
"up 


— 
- 


up à hundred ideas of ill-treatment, and 
being carried away from the A of 
all her — 04 # 


When my huſband returned, and told me 
what had paſſed, and how much he had been 
thrown off his guard, I could have cried for 
vexation, nor would I have my friend ſup- 
poſe his Lordſhip acquainted with a ſingle 
circumſtance for the world. I declare, after 
all, men are greater blabs than women ; but 
Mr. Colemore is ſo provoked at her ill 
uſage, that it is ever uppermoſt, and he can 
neither think nor talk of any other ſubject. 
Adieu; _ will hear from me ſoon. 


k. M. COLEMORE, 


LETTER 
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RA ALY beloved friend, never was ſurpriſe 


' wretches are Menville and your uncle! Tou 
confined in a convent under imputed guilt ! 
_ Gracious Heaven! I have no patience. But 
they know not the mind they ſeek to fub- 


due; how ſhould they? Strangers to every 


fine feeling of the foul ; governed by no mo- 
tives but paſſion and intereſt ;' conſcious of 


LVA equal to mine on the peruſal of your 
laſt letter, and one which I received from 
Mrs. Colemore the following day. What 


their 
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their own baſeneſs, they think it impoſſible 
fo bear injuries without retaliation, and have 
no idea a woman can be truly good and 
virtuous from principle, and riſe fuperior to 
ill treatment, from a conſeious ſenſe of in- 
nocence alone. 


Oh! my Sage Mrs. Menville, your lot is 
indeed ſevere ; but your trials are only pro- 
portionate to your virtue and prudence, and 
you will ſhine the brighter for the baſe at- 
tempts to lower you on a level with them 
ſelves. | a *VV 

4 T hat infamous creature, Thorkill; is 
doubtleſs the contriver of all, ſne wants not 
underſtanding, ſhe muſt. be ſenſible of your 
ſuperiority in every thing. She has in- 
jured, and therefore hates you. She withes 
to provoke you to ſome act of deſperation, 
that may throw a veil over your virtues. 
Poor creature ! ſhe knows little what a mind 
like your's can bear, and how impoſſible it 
is _ virtue to afſociate with vice! Support 

your 
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your ſpirits, - my deareſt friend; exert your 
fortitude, nor let your enemies triumph in 
your ſorrow. 


You may be aſſured I would not com- 
municate your laſt letters to any but my own 
family; would to Heaven it were your's 
alſo. My uncle, aunt, and Mr. Sackville 
cry out, © Why will not Mrs. Menville ac- 
cept of our protection? why not ſeek com- 
fort from her friends? why not, indeed, but 
becauſe ſhe has peculiar notions of her own - 
reſpecting her * to a worthleſs huſ- 
n . g 


I ive you will congra:ulate me on my 
uncle's recovery. He is amazingly altered 
for the better; and our ſpirits are all revived 
of courſe. Mrs. Neville is a moſt pleafing 
woman: an habitual melancholy, which her 
recent loſs has increaſed, prevents her- from 
ſharing in converſations, which, however, is 
eaſily ſeen by the little ſhe does ſay, ſhe is 
very well enabled to ſupport; but there is 

| ä 
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A ſoftneſs, a delicacy in her manners, that 
greatly intereſts every one in her favour. 
We propoſe leaving Spa in. about three 
weeks, and ſhall come through Bruſſels; for 
I prohibit the Paris road, leſt any of the 
party ſhould fall in with Menville, and J 
would not anſwer for the WTR of 
ſuch a We 


Tou any recolle& A Mr. Mane, when 
I deſoribed to you as a male flirt. The ſex 
when he came to Spa, in conſequence of his 
diſappointment where he leaſt expected it: 
he got better, however, from the gaieties of 


the places and not being quite cured, at- 


tached himſelf to a very pretty girl, who 
was here with an aunt, and appeared in a 
very genteel ſtyle. He met with his uſual 
fucceſs; his inſinuating manners won he 
_ girl's heart. Le, proud of his triumph, con- 
ducted her about to all public places; and 
by his particular preference and attachment, 
diſtanced ä other man. 


About 
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About a week ſince the gentleman began 
to relax, to talk of friendſhip, eſteem, and 
ſo forth, and lament, that he ſhould ſoon be 
under the neceſſity Of, leaving Spa. The 
young lady drooped, the aunt was mortified, 
when, lo! unexpectedly. arrived from Bruſ- 
ſts the girl's brother, who is an officer in 


the Hanoverian troops. He was ſoon in- 
formed of the buſineſs, and waited on the 
gentleman, gave him to underſtand, neither 
his ſiſter's character nor peace of mind ſhould 
be trifled with, and he muſt marry her di- 


rectly, or give him ſatisfaction. Dreadful 


alternative! But the hero who could tri- 


umph over women had not the ſmalleſt in- 


clination to fight: he remembered Hudibras. 


2 no 


4, 


O, what perils do environ 


The man who meddles with cold iron. 


He was not fonder of a. brace of bullets. 


He tried what excuſes and palliation, would 
do; but the hot- headed brother was reſolute, 
and admitted of neither; conſequently he 
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was compelled to determine, and of the two 
evils choſe the lady, rather than the brother's 
courteſies: ſo two days after they were mar- 
ried. The girl has not a ſhilling, and is 
thought very gay and expenſive. *Tis very 
probable poor Manſel may be ſorry ; no 
kind brother ever interfered before in his 
Friendly attentions, where he might have had 
a greater chance of happineſs : but I dare 
ſay he uſually took care not to extend his 
friendſhip where there was a father or a bro- 
ther. Sir Charles ſays he looks very creſt- 
fallen; ſo much the better: but, as he is 
now married, and can do no more miſchief, 
he has my good wiſhes for his happineſs. 


I believe I never told you Mr. Sackville 
preſented me with ten thouſand pounds the 
day I married Sir Charles. The compli- 
ment was offered to him, but he declined 
the favour. 7 was compelled to accept it, 
although I wanted it not. Now, my be- 
loved friend, do not, by an unjuſtifiable 
pride, reproach me: I accepted of favours 
q I could 
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could not want, to oblige the donor; let 


ny example have weight with en. The 


lender income you are allowed IS inſufficient. 75 
to procure you the reſpect and attention you 
are entitled to. In convents, my dear Mrs. 


Menville, there is more regard paid to ap- 


pearances than in any other place whatever. 


'Tis a miſtaken notion to believe no deſire 


for. dreſs prevails : I do affure you the nuns 
are particularly fond of ſeeing perſons about 
them make an elegant appearance; they 


think it gives a conſequence to their con- 


vent, 1 are not ſo abſtracted, but the idea | 
of rank and fortune has great influence on 
their minds, and procures both reſpect and 


indulgence. You muſt not, you ſhall not 


refuſe from me an additional hundred a-year; 
and, to reconcile your pride and delicacy, 
conſider it (that is, ſuppoſing your pride ſu- 
perior to your friendſhip) as a loan, and 
when the happy day arrives, that you are 
reſtored. to your righas,. 1 will conde eſcend to 


be reimburſed, If you refuſe me, I ſhall 


know 


— — 
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know what to think of your love for me, 


* 
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and how ſincere you are in your wiſhes for 
my happineſs, J put it now to the qe: 


and ſhall Judge accordingly of on” 


I wiſh to "APE F could ſee you * Ab- 


beville; but being in a party, and in ſuch 
a party as watch all my motions, and even 


looks, I dare not run the hazard. I told 
that Argus, Captain Harley, I would not 
be followed, nor my face ſcrutinized at ſuch 


an unmerciful rate. Why, if I put on a 
grave face, O! he is ſure ſome ill news 
is arrived.“ cannot have a matrimonial 

ſquabble with Sir Charles, but he would 


directly conclude he muſt be concerned in 
it. Poor fellow! Don't be angry; by Cannot 
* Pity him. 


| Airs Neville ſeems inclined to live in the 


| neighbourhood of Sudbury, if ſhe can meet 
with a houſe: ſhe promiſes herſelf Miſs Ne- 


ville will reſide with her. The generous 
| Farley 


* — 
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Harley has done very handſome for her 
children, and ſettled a hundred a- year on 


Miſs Neville. What a happineſs, if every 


man of fortune would devote ſome part of 


it to the relief of the unfortunate. A hu- 


mane heart is certainly a very great bleſſing 


to the poſſeſſor, if accompanied with the 
power of doing good. What delightful feel- 
ings, to raiſe the deſpairing mind to hope 
and comfort, to ſtop the tear of affliction, 
and give peace to the wounded breaſt. O 
my dear, I am convinced, the miſer, the 
narrow, contracted ſtoic, by hardening his 
heart, is ſufficiently puniſhed by the loſs of 


thoſe ſenſations, thoſe ſenſibilities, which are 


delicious to the generous and benevolent, 
even when they draw the tears of ſym- 
pathy. 


* 


I ſhall moſt anxiouſly expect to hear from 


you. Remember, it is in your power to 
make me happy; and that a proud ſpirit, 
reſiſting the entreaties of a friend, is incom- 
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patible with the virtues you poſſeſs, and e en- 


Pere to o be l n for. i 


* 


- Evay 3 our family, FOO are' your 


warm admirers, join in love and good 


wiſhes, ——— gl have InP bal eg for 
"or . 


CHARLOTTE WENTWORTH, 


— 
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LETTER N 


2 RR 
 %- ER 


MRS, COLEMORE TO CAPTAIN HARLEY» 


KNOW not, my friend, whether my 
g00d-nature does not outſtep the bounds 
of diſcretion, in my wiſh to oblige you. 
Lady Wentworth certainly acts with more 
prudence ; and I might perhaps with leſs 
difficulty refuſe you perſonal communica- 
tions than I can reſtrain my pen. Yet, as 
1 have had no reaſon to complain of you, 
I have no right to withdraw my confidence, 
and therefore, depending on your diſcretion, 
LS: I ſhall 
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I ſhall write you a few lines only now till 
I am more at leiſure. | 


Next Monday we leave this ſweet cot» 
tage, but take our ſweeter friend with us, 
perhaps to return no more. Miſs Neville 
will reſide at my father's, until her ſiſter 
comes to England. Mrs. Menville has 


Y heard from her huſband and uncle: they 


are brutes, both. You know not, perhaps, 
that my correſpondence with you has been 
moſt maliciouſly and cruelly miſinterpreted. 
No matter; we are ſuperior to the malice 
of our enemies, which will one day recoil 
on themſelves. AY: 


There is a charming man in this neigh- 
bourhood, a Lord Longfield : Colemore vi- 
fits him often; but our prudent friend ad- 
mits none but ourſelves. He talks of going 
to the Continent ſoon; and, had you not 
been on the eve of returning, we intended 
Introducing two amiable men to each other, 


As 
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As Mrs. Neville can have no particular 
ſituation in view when ſhe comes to Eng- 
land, we requeſt ſhe will come directly to 
us, and remain till ſhe can ſettle herſelf per- 
fectly to her wihes. 


I did venture to preſent your reſpects to 
Mrs. Menville. “ She was obliged for your 

polite remembrance.” —She is very well, as 
lovely as ever, and a thouſand times more 
reſpectable. O ! that ſuch a woman ſhould 
be the wife of fuch a man! 


1 ſhall probably write you one letter more 
before your return, and ſpeak. a little more 
to the purpoſe than I do now; till then, 
may health and happineſs attend you. 


1 an, ſincerely, 
Four obliged, 
Humble e 


E. M. COLEMORE. 


33 LETTER 


1. 
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LETTER XXVI. 
MRS, MENVILLE TO LADY WENTWORTH.. 


ERE I am, dear Lady werkelt, 
ſafely lodged in the convent: 1 wal 
go back, however, to my ſweet and much- 
regretted cottage. I had written Mr. Wat- 
ſon, and told him the neceſſity of leaving his 
houſe. I ſent for the perſon who was ac- 


cuſtomed to have the care of it, paid my 
rent, and a quarter extraordinary, which I 
thought Mr. Watſon was well entitled to, 
as I left it without proper notice. 


The 
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£ he day of our departure came, and; 
blame me if you pleaſe, I could not help 
being overwhelmed with ſadneſs when I 
drove from the houſe. About a mile from 
it we ſaw. Lord Longfield walking on the 
road, Mr. Colemore ſtopt the carriage z. 
and he n to it: he bowed moſt re- 
dee, 111 „ ond wp 


"667 a 8 ladies,” aid 86 « to have 
the good luck of wiſhing you a pleaſant. 
journey. To you, Madam, added he, ad- 
dreſſing me, © I have never had an oppor- 
tunity of expreſſing my warmeſt wiſhes for 
your happineſs; but, ſure I am; no ons 
living is more intereſted than ene in your 
ſucceſs in every with of your. heart. ' 


* Your Lovſtip does me great: lionour,” 
I replied,. “ and it. muſt always contribute 
to my felicity, when worthy: perſons intereſt 
themſelves in my behalf.” 


* 
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Þ: faid''no more: I dared not truſt my 
voice,” for juſt then my ſpirits were very 
low. His Lordſhip took leave ſoon aſter, 
and we proceeded on our journey. Nothing 
particular occurred on the road, and we ar- 


tived ſafe at Sudbury. Doctor and Mrs. 


Ellis ſhed tears of joy, I hope, at ſeeing us. 
I was extremely fetigued, and withdrew early 
to bed, but ſleep was not my friend. 


The next morning I came down to break- 
faſt with a violent head-ach. Mrs. Ellis 
_ obſerved I looked very languid, and preſſed 
me not to purſue my journey until the next 
day; but I reſolved to go on to London, ſleep 
there, and ſet off early in the morning for 


Dover. Mr. and Mrs. Colemore accom- 


panied me, I could not ſuppreſs a flood of 
tears when 1 took leave of Sudbury ; what 
happy hours have I ſpent in that neigh- 
bourhood! When I paſſed the church, 
where my dear parents lay, free from all 
their cares, unconſcious of the diſtreſſes which 
their unfortunate daughter had to encounter 
with, 
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with, my eyes ſtreamed afreſh, and painful 


remembrance overwhelmed me with ſorrow. 


My kind friends, without taking notice of 


my emotions, endeayoured to amuſe 'my 
mind by various remarks on the paſſing ob- 
jects, We got ſafe to London, ſpent the 
night there; I ſent off a meſſenger to my 
uncle, to let him know of my arrival, and 
take his directions. He came back with a 
letter addreſſed to the Superior of the con- 


vent, Madame St. Joſeph, and a line, wiſh- 
ing me a good journey. This cruel in- 


difference, I own, cut me to the heart; but 
contempt ſucceeded my firſt feelings, and I 


rallied my ſpirits to ſupport me through. 


Not to be tedious, we got ſafe to Dover, 
and embarked the ſame night in a packet 
for Boulogne, where we arrived about ſeven 
the next morning; and taking ſome refreſh- 
ment, proceeded on to Abbeville. _ 7 


When we arrived at the convent, when 


the great gates were unbarred with tremen · 


dous noiſe, and when my friends were com- 


YR - pelled 
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pelled to leave me, O! my dear Lady 
Wentworth, the horror of that moment will 
never be forgotten. The dear child, 'af- 
frighted at the noiſe and my tears, clung to 
poor Patty, with terror in its looks. Mr. 
and Mrs. Colemore were drowned in tears. 
Wich repeated embraces we parted, unable 
to ſpeak. I followed the Portereſs: the 
great gates were cloſed, and five or fix old 
nuns came out to welcome me as an in- 
i habitant of their peaceful manſion. I re- 
turned their civilities in the beſt manner I 
1 £ould, but entreated to be conducted to my 
g apartment, as I was overcome with laffitude. 
Is accotdingly ſhewn to my rooms. I was 
1 chilled with horror. They were white-waſh- 
ech and only a ſmall bed in each room, with 
two chairs and a table. I threw myſelf 
_ into the firſt chair, and wept aloud, and then 
fell into a violent hyſteric, a thing unuſual 
with me. My poor girl, and two nuns who 
accompanied me, were frightened. Their 
kind endeavours ſoon recovered me to a ſenſe 
of my wretchedneſs; thus caſt off, branded 
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with infamy, and given up to reproach, by 
thoſe who ought to have e me againſt 
every u, | | WE 


A nun of the moſt enchanting appearance 
now entered with ſome refreſhments. She. 


fluted me with a mildneſs and grace that 
inſenſibly engaged my n, Malve t 7 ſhe 
ſeemed "_ * Hahn 


cc ; Dor lady,” gad "ſhes. ec. na me entreat- | 


you to eat ſomething ; compoſe your ſpirits; 
you will find her veſt one * to 
ſerve and. oblige e e eee e 
It +4 + H- «It; 
Her kindneſs ang: as of voice af- 
fected me. I complied with her requeſt 3 


and taking a little wine and water, found 
myſelf. revived. . Having my own linen-with 


me, we. made. ourſelves. more comforts 
able; but my poor girl looked round her 
with terror and diſmay. I paſſed a ſle eepleſ 
night; but in the morning I begged leave 
to have a little furniture for my apartments, 

I 6. . which. 
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which favour was granted; and by ſending 


_ Into the town, I procured better accommo- 


dations. 0 
I have now been here three - days, and 
am become tolerably reconciled : indeed, I 


vas aſhamed to let outward circumſtances fo 
much diſcompoſe me, after preparing my 


mind to ſuffer much greater - evils ; after 


| parting with my beloved friends, I had little 
_ cauſe to regret the Inconveniencies of my 


PA ide 5 


The „ nun 1 tan, 3 


St. Bernard, viſits me often. She is about 


eight and twenty, a lovely face, a pair of 
expreſſive eyes, and one of the moſt grace- 
ful figures I ever beheld. I cannot help 


- Gghing to ſee fo charming a woman ſecluded 


from the world; yet, if ſhe has ub cauie for 
regret, why ſhould 1 ſigh! What are the 


mighty pleaſures the world affords, that can 


compenſate for the evils we are expoſed ta 
from the unwarthy part of it! To me, 
. | What 


„ 
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what has it been but a ſource of pain and 
anguiſh! In my earlier days, I ſaw a be- 
loved mother hourly declining; I followed 
her to the grave; I was witneſs to the ſor- 
rows of a father; and when time had foft- 
ened grief, and his emotions grew more 
compoſed, then his anxiety for his children's 
deſtiny preyed on his mind. By the per- 
ſuaſion of a ſelfiſh relation, he did violence 
to my feelings and his own. * Riches and 
grandeur were to procure happineſs.. Alas! 
how deceitful the hope, how vain the ex- 
pectations fixed on ſo flight a foundation! 
They have vaniſhed from me like a dream. 
Happineſs I never taſted, at leaſt not thoſe 
tumultuous emotions, not that wonderful flow 
of ſpirits, that gratification in public places 
and amuſements, which appeared to make 
others happy. While Mr, Menville was 
pleaſed with me, I felt both gratitude and 
affection, and in his felicity I found mine. 
Now, my proſpects are dark and gloomy, 
little ro hope for, much leſs to expect. For 
my Emily's ſake I wiſh to live: may ſhe be 
more 


1 


>. 
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more fortunate than her unhappy mother x 


Why: then ſhould I regret the charming, St. 
Bernatd's ' ſecluſion from a world of diſap- 
pointment and forrow! | O! ſhe is happy, 
very happy; ſhe has no huſband, no child, 


to make thoſe painful drawbacks on the 


kindneſs of her friends which I W 


; AI muſt uy » aſide mx: 1 


* ee it in 0 tim: J have juſt 
received letter from Mrs, Colemore : they 
are ſafely arrived at Dover. Thank Heaven, 
they have not ſuffered from their eee 
attention © me. | 


w__ rd me, my dear Lady Wentworth, 


for- depreſſing your ſpirits by my melan- 


choly: I will ſtrive againſt it, and I ſhall 
conquer ; I will conſider, that to have my 
mind ſubdued, my health deſtroyed, will 
gratify my enemies. No they ſhall not 
triumph over me. - I. will enumerate my 
comforts, not dwell on my vexations: the 


00 of my Emily, the kindneſs of my 


friends, 
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friends, ſhall ſupport me; the engaging nun 
will entertain me; I will ſtudy French, that 
I may ſpeak it with more propriety; I will 
have an inſtrument, and harmonize my un- 
eaſy thoughts, when they ariſe, by muſic. 
In ſhort, I will ſeek for amuſement, and 
enjoy it. 


1 have half a mind to write this letter 
over again; but it may go; you will allow 
for the firſt painful feelings in ſuch a ſitu- | 
ation; and as I repeat that I am more com- 
poſed, more eaſy, and determined to continue 
ſo, I hope my dear Lady Wentworth will 
give me credit on the ſcore of my former 
fortitude, nor be difpleaſed at my want of 
reſolution on my firſt entrance here. Write 
ſoon and often: ' your letters conſtitute hag 
you os my happicely for I am ever 


2 
— 7 
=» 


our eee of” 
And affetionate, 


alu MENVILLE. 
LET TER. 


LETTER XXVIL 


ROBERT MARTIN, ESG. : 


&.. > 


TO JOHN CHAMBERS, ESG: 


ERE I am, ſafely landed at Dover, 
after a very bad paſſage, which has ſo 
nick diſcompoſed me, that I ſhall ſtay a 
day and a night; to reſt myſelf, for I-really 
am not fit to purſue my journey at preſent. 
After all, Jack, though I re gretted the cir- 
cumſtance when in Paris, I now rejoice that 
Menville was not there: I have ſuch a ha- 
tred and contempt for him, that, perhaps, 
if we had * an event might have taken 
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place, which of all others I wiſh to avoid. 
Miſtake me not; I am not afraid of meeting 


Menville in the field, could his death or 
mine enſure the happineſs of his lovely wife: 
but if he fell, I know the ſtrictneſs of her 


principles, ſhe would never ſee me more, 
nor could I expect it; if J had fallen, her 


ſituation might have been made worſe from 
the brutality of her huſband, but never could 


have been changed for the better by that 
circumſtance. So that, all —_ conſidered, 


I think AGO GE 


O! Jai, Jack, ſuch eater ; wt | 
ſhould be now in this very inn, but Mr. and 
Mrs. Colemore, juſt arrived from France, 


after leaving Mrs. Menville in a convent; 
but in what part of France they dare not tell 
me without her permiſſion. Curſed fate! 
foe in a convent! I aſked, if by her own 
wiſhes? The anſwer was in the affirmative; 
but it was given in ſuch a manner, that I 
doubt they wiſhed to deceive me. Mrs. 


Colemore is greatly dejected, Colemore is 


very 
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very grave, and I am half mad. We ſhall 
ſer off together to-morrow morning. I ſhall 
not cloſe this letter until 4 can 5 up ſome 
| _ * 


1 1 am now in my own TOUR gs, Without 
having obtained. the leaſt degree of infor- 
mation. Colemore very candidly and kindly 
ſaid, I do aſſure vou, Mr. Martin, was I 
at liberty to reveal Mrs. Menville's reſi- 
dence, I would not do it: ſhe ſuffers already 
under ſuſpicions ſhe would diſdain to incur ; 
and where jealouſy and a malignant heart are 
on the watch, to improve the, moſt trivial 
circumſtances into crimes, the intereſt you 
take in her affairs might moſt materially at- 
fect and hurt ber. We ſhall be. always glad 
to ſee you at Sudbury; your eſteem. for an 
amiable woman recommends you to Mrs, 
Colemore. Every intelligence we can give 
you, conſiſtent with our own honour, and the 
reſtrictions Mrs. Menville has impoſed upon 
us, you may command: but do not let your 
zeal injure her you wiſh to ſerve. She will 
| owe 


S > 
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owe nothing to the interpoſition of friends; 
every thing muſt be left to her own: pru- 
dence ; and from thai, in time, every thing 


may be expected we can Wege Pre or 
ee e 3 8 5 a 


» * 


4 8 
1, ate 


 Dillppckices as 1 was, 1 10 1 e 
ledged the juſtice of Mr. Colemore's ob- 
ſervations, and 8 J to . his ad- 


This morning ; Swe poor Thurkil, rick | 
Thurkll I ſhould rather fay, if he could 


obtain his' money ; but Menville retreating 


to France, his five thouſand pounds is not 
forth coming. He ſeems, howe ver, very ; 


glad to be rid of his wife, and can well-af- 
ford to pay her the 200l. a year from the 
10, OO0l. he had with her; but he ſays, 
No, the ſame award gave me 530001; 
when ſhe draw on me, I will return a draſt 
for the money on Menville. Let them try 


it if they will; I can but do as he has done: 


not 
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not a 109 ſhall ſhe- teceive from = 
hands. © Bs bo ee e 


„„ „„ 1 n 
IL think the fellow right. He has given 
up his houſe, ſold his furniture, and taken 
proper care of all his tene if he _ not 
loſe it by Faun N Ear 2 


1 en this moment heard a piece of: News 
which has pierced me to the heart: poor 
Smith, the hofier, is become a bankrupt. 
1 was told, fince the death of Mary the fa- 
ther grew melancholy, neglected his buſineſs, 
his other children were too young to be 
uſeful, and che conſequence is, he is ruined. 
Jack, Jack, there is a day of retribution; 
my conſcience is wounded by the remem- 
brance of the injuries I did that unfortunate 
family; and how many others may be ſuf- 
ferers by my vices! Smith, however, I will 
relieve. * is in * PNG: n haſten to 
him. ww 


. lan 


woa As SHE SHOULD BE. 139 


Tam rovartied; overwhelmed with ſorrow _ 
and remorſe. Such a ſcene! Good God! 
Let the ſenſualiſt, the libertine, the hardened 
uſurer, attend the priſons, and behold the 
many wretched victims, ſome to their .own 
vices, ſome to the vices and cruelties of 
others; let them fee ſuch ſcenes as ] have 
this day, and they will feel as I do now; 
horror and repentance will affail their bo- 
ſoms, and they would . gladly give up mil 

lions, if they had them, to avoid A ny 
of W a 

When I tae the lobby, I enquired for 
Mr. Smith, and was directed to his room 
on the ſecond floor, in ſuch'a diſtrict! Fear- 
ful that my preſence would hurt, I ſent up 
a little note, * A gentleman who has greatly 
injured Mr. Smith, feels the deepeſt re- 
pentance, and is deſirous of making every 
recompence in his power.” I was deſired 
to walk up. I entered a very ſmall room; 
facing the door lay a man extended on a 
bed. Smith was ſitting at a table near the 
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ſmall window, his head reſting on his hand. 

When he ſaw me, (I was unable to ſpeak,) 
he ſtarted up. Gracious God! cried he, 
ce the deer .« * child How dare 
Fol, Sir,. — 


He rec mitt Gen Go vhis | 
cha and burſt into tears. I; was greatly 
affected myſelf; but drawing near him, Suf- 
fer me, Mr. Smith, to aſſure you of my 
ſincere concern to ſee you in this ſituation. 
I heard of it only this morning, and am 
come to offer you ev aſſiſtance my for- 


work can ove you.“ 


N No, 1 a * @ by 1 
« I want nothing; J will accept of no fa- 
vours m the GEE; of a ome Mary,” 


N Aw: n — . more n 
nor with more indignation of my paſt con- 
duct than I do: but do not carry: your re- 
ſentment to an unjuſtifiable length; ſuffer 


me to make what reparation is in my power; 
| and 


* 


5 part of a Chriſtian.” i 


ce Pray, pray leave mei Want no aſ- 


ſiſtance; I cannot bear to look at you. O1 
my child! my Mary, a victim to deceit and 
wickedneſs! 1 will owe W to N aſ- 
G | * 

« Þ cannot 3 you, Mr. Seni re- 
turned T; * you will owe me nothing: by 


putting it in my power to oblige you, to 
ſerve you, on me the favour is conferred. 


I am an altered man; I fee the folly of my 


former conduct; I have deeply repented my 


behaviour in your family. Will 'you not 
encourage that repentance | ? Will you be 
more ſevere chan God? * 


8 


He ſtarted, uud looked at- me.“ You 
mention the name of God, take care, Sir, 
you do not deceive yourſelf; but if you do 
repent, God forbid I ſhould withhold my 
pardon for the miſeries you have brought 


upon 
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and remember; chat to forgive" OTA is * | 


N 


ry 4-2 
2 2 — 
3 7 "4 , 
wi aig 4A G41 
LESS TI ah. 5, ' 
„* * „ I, 


2 
* ag + 


i. : 4 
% 5 — 4 
F © = \ 
” e : 
4 : - * of 
8 IJ w___ — — — — — w_ — — 2 1 v Dire KJ $7 r rr > pms — 1 - - 
* I ; = X 4 5 2 2 eee eee : 
* 17 ſe. 2 * 4 <5 n n — a — a = ; AIG . — — he L - 
p by — 1 — = — — 4 7 6 [> 0. — > —_— _ * 4 N — 1 
LES, N 8 n «6 7 Hs ws uy bo _ S — ＋ , TR — — . — — — "= * — 2 . AZ R l . 
a a __———_ A l . & 4 over |= £4 2 I 1 2 2 3 A g 4 — „ n U "ADD 4 mw WB? I . E W 3 1 — * 
1 te 2 4 n * 7 8 K el AY 8 re — p -f * vn < = - : bh Y . 8 15 9 * - 
TVS ES . "LY men 3 3 ED pe. dee Mn — „Ä 
Tara WORE as _— OSS Y — —2 a 0 1 ** „ „ . > P — 
= - _ —_— bl 8 —_—_ % Ao IR 8 r S >. — ae? Lg 3 3 1 * r 


* * 4 ap. _ 
e 
— 20 RES 24 
* r 


rr N 


1 
(1, 
K 1 
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upon me and mine. I 1 you, Sir: 
bur leave me. 


Not now; you have pronounced my 


pardon; let me beſeech you, Mr. Smith, 
to open your affairs to me,” 


After many arguments, to little purpoſe, 
the man on the bed raiſed himſelf, and with 


a feeble voice, Mr. Smith, be perſuaded : 


you have children, conſider them : you have 


ſtill duties to fulfil. Your forrow for the 
| loſs of one ſhould not make you unjuſt to 
others. You muſt one day die: you will 


need forgiveneſs from the Almighty ; deny 


it not to a repentant man. Accept his offers 
for your children's fake.” Ep 


Poor Smith claſped his hands. „ My 


worthy friend, I will obey your admonitions. 


iſhed, this ith mr ; you 3 then, 


by timely benevolence, have preſerved that 
Poor man's life. 


js And 


WOMAN As #HE SHOULD E. th 
And why not preſerve it now?” 'eried 


IJ, going to the bed. Does any phyfician 
attend him? What is his diſorder?ꝰ 


e Paſt all cure, © replied” the ſick man; 
c a broken heart, worn down by ſorrow, a 
victim to vice and injuſtice, betrayed by my 
friend, forſaken by a wife 1 doated on, per- 
ſecuted, abandoned, and betrayed, what have 
I to do with life! J reſign it without a pang; 
I look forward with hope, as to the end 1 
a n and N ge N 


I aaa a yin m be ent 1 . 
He came. I entreated him to conſider the 
patient's caſe: after a little . * 
; pronounced it hopeleſs. 7 

1 5 

J told you,” ald the bee man, lebt 
was to no purpoſe. I feel, a ſhort time will 
releaſe me from pain and ſorrow. Mr. 
Smith, you are a father; remember your 
duties as ſuch : accept the ſervices of à re- 
pentant man, and God bleſs you all!? 

-"" "WS. £21. K He 
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Ile then lay quiet and compoſed. / I en- 
«quired of Mr. Smith the cauſe of his ſor- 


| 1 | < They are briefly VENT replied ws: : 
= — -— This gentleman was a merchant in the 
city: he married a very beautiful and por- 

tionleſs young woman: ſhe was gay, ad- 
. mired, and expenſive. A friend of his came 
2 from the weſt of England on a viſit; he was 
vj received with kindneſs and diſtinction. He 
2 paid particular attention to the wife of his 
friend, who W e enen 


2 1 "44 
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þ 5 Wi. 
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| "CAC to t F 
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- ef; One day this kind friend was more 4 
particularly uneaſy. The poor man preſent 
enquired into the cauſe. He had given 
a bond for three thouſand pounds; he was 
unable to pay it, and expected nothing leſs 
* a n 


og His Hirn with a warm RT bid 


him not deſpair; though juſt at that time 
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wOoAAN As SHE SHOULD ==. 
not in caſh himſelf, he knew thoſe who 


would ſupply him. He accordingly went 


among his friends, procured the ſum want- 


ed, and ſettled it, that the money might 
arrive in time to ſupply his wants. The 
obliged friend promiſed to reimburſe him in 


a month, a fortnight ſooner than the other 


had engaged for with his friends; nor had 
he the ſmalleſt doubt of its payment. 


Within ten days after this tranſaction, 
going out one day on Change, on his re- 
turn to dinner, his wife was not at home. 
He waited paſt the dining-hour; ſhe did 
not return, nor his friend. Still unſuſpe&- 
ing, he eat his dinner, and ſuppoſed they 
had accidentally been delayed. Evening, 
night came on, no wife, nor friend, he 


began to be alarmed, ſent every where 


in ſearch of them, in vain. He paſſed a 
wiretched night. In the morning a gentle- 


man accidentally called in, and faid he had 


met Mr. — and Mrs. in a poſt. 
5 chaiſe, the day before, near Sittingbourne, 
1 © This 
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2s WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD: BF. 
This was almoſt a death-ſtroke.. On 
enquiry, he found, they had not only taken 
every thing of value with them, but had alſo 
taken up a large property on credit. The 
time came on for payment of the money he 
had borrowed to ſupply his kind friend; he 
was unprepared, was arreſted; all his cre- 
ditors fell in upon him : he was thrown into 
this priſon, without one kind ſympathizing 
friend to conſole him. Grief, ſorrow, diſ- 
appointment, and want of proper neceſſaries, 
preyed on his mind, and threw him into a 
rapid decline. He now views the hour ap- 
proach, with tranſport, that is to take him 
from a falſe, ungrateful world. He has never 
heard the leaſt tidings of his wife nor her 
ſeducer; and 'tis ſuppoſed they are on the 
Continent, enjoying their ill- gotten ſpoils.” 


This tale of woe ſpoke volumes to my 
heart. When I firſt knew Mrs. Menville; 
how baſe were my deſigns ; how villainous 
my intentions! That charming. woman 
taught me the difference between virtue and 


vice. 


A 


Ss : 
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vice. I am her proſelyte ; and every good 
action of my future life I owe to her alone. 1 


I ſent; however, for ſome wine, * biſ- 
cuits, and other neceſſaries, with a proper 
nurſe to attend this poor gentleman. I took 
an account of Mr. Smith's debts, and to- 
morrow I hope to ſet him free: death 
will ſoon releaſe the other. 1 viſited. ſeveral 
other rooms, where miſery and ſickneſs were 
added to the hprrors of a priſon. Some 
diſſipated, riotous perſons I ſaw there, and 
doubtleſs many undeſerving the leaſt ' com- 
paſſion ; but without a nice inveſtigation, it 
is difficult to diſcriminate ; and as few people 
take the trouble to do that, the profligate, 
the gambler, the diſhoneſt, are all huddled 
together with the good and unfortunate, 
equally unbefriended and difregarded. Surely 
the regulations of the priſons, the inſpection 
of characters, are matters highly proper for 
the legiſlature to take notice of; a diſcri- 
mination might eaſily be made by the mar- 
ſhall and keepers of the priſons, and a bill 
M3 framed 
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wt WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BF. 
framed to relieve the unfortunate, without 

- permitting | the worthleſs to be benefitted 
MM it. 


1 . either ſeuling Mr. Smith in 
buſineſs, or to make him a handſome yearly 
allowance, with a certain ſum for his chil- 
dren, which ever ſhall be moſt acceptable 
to him. 


Now, Jack, you will not doubt but my 
good purpoſes are all confirmed, ſince you 
ſee I am in earneſt to make what reparation 
is in * OE! to thoſe I have injured. 


Mr. Smith is at liberty. He has accept- 
ed enough to re-eſtabliſh himſelf in bu- 
ſineſs with an honeſt, intelligent young man, 
who lived with him ſome years. He inſiſts 
upon paying intereſt for the money ad- 
vanced, and a bond, which bond I juſt now 
threw in the fire, that, as life 1s uncertain, 
it may never appear * him from any 
heirs of mine, 


The 
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The poor merchant i is alive, but it is ſup- | 


poſed this night will be his laſt; and I have 
left orders for. every accommodation his ſi · 
tuation will admit of.— Believe me, I have 
found more real ſatisfaction within theſe two 
days than I have experienced for many years. 
— Adieu, Es * n and be happy. 


Sincerely . 


ROBERT MARTIN. 
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LETTER XXVIIL 


* | 
MRS. COLEMORE TO MRS, MENVILLE, 


{ 


* . bl 
— 2 
* 


a 


Y dear, my beloved friend, how are 
you? My cheek ſtill feels thoſe tears 
that fell upon them when you embraced me 
for the laſt time. O ! what a moment! to 
leave you immured within the walls of a 
convent, without one ſympathizing aſſociate 
to reconcile you to a ſituation ſo forlorn and 
melancholy. I impatiently expect a letter. 
Heaven grant your health may not ſuffer 
under ſuch oppreſſions. 


When 


When we arrived at Dover, ho ſhould 
we meet with but Martin: he was juſt ar- 
rived from France in a different packet. As 


uwe could not conceal our buſineſs there, the 


man was almoſt beſide himſelf: but we kept 
your ſecret faithfully as to your place of re- 
ſidence, and inſiſted upon his not interfering 


in the affair with any of your friends. He 


faithfully promiſed to obſerve our requeſt. 
I am very much pleaſed with him; his be- 
| haviour, his converſation is fo entirely dif 
ferent from the opinion we once entertained 


of him, that I really believe he is, what he 


wiſhes to be thought, a reformed man. The 
ſincerity of his eſteem for you cannot be 
queſtioned. He told Mr. Colemore, © When 
I firſt knew Mrs. Menville, I was an abam 
doned fellow ; I wiſhed, I ſtudied: to ſeduce 
her, even before I thought Menville treated 


her ill. The ſtriet propriety of her behap - 


viour always awed me; but on a particular 
occaſion, when I forced myſelf into her pre. 
ſence, I received a check which has influenced 


my conduct ever ſince. I adore her till, 
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but with that virtuous paſſion, if J may be 
allowed the expreſſion, that has no other 
wiſh, no other view but her happineſs, in- 
dependent of any gratification to myſelf.” 


Do you not congratulate yourſelf on hav - 
ing made fuch a total revolution of man- 
ners? On our arrival at Sudbury, we found 
our friends extremely anxious on your ac- 
count. My father bids me tell you to be 
careful of your health and ſpirits, and aſſure 
yourſelf, many, very many happy days await 
you yet. = | Z 


Your letter is this moment delivered.— 
Thank Heaven you are ſo well reconciled 
to your ſituation. Pray encourage the at- 
tention of the amiable St. Bernard: I love 
her already for her kindneſs to you. I ex- 
pect to hear the hiſtory of ſeveral of your 
| nuns; for I cannot be perſuaded, but that 
far the greater part of them are placed there 
by compulſion; and if any inclination for 
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wretched 2 the poor creatures fell. 


| Miſs Neville hos * eg epiſtl 6 
her ſiſter. Within ten days or a fortnight, 
ve may expect the whole party. We are 
looking out for a houſe in our neighbour- 
hood for Mrs. Neville, and I promiſe my- 
ſelf much pleaſure from the acquaintance. 


Pray write ſoon ; for, although your's muſt 
be a very. ſtill life, and afford but little va- 
riety, yet conſtant information of your health 
is neceſſary to our happineſs. here. 


Every thing expreſſive of affection and 
the moſt perfect eſteem, my friends deſire me 
to ſay. for them; and I know your heart will 

do juſtice to mine, and believe me ever 


Your truly affectionate, 
And obliged, 
k. M. COLEMORE, 
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Anthony. He is in Bruſſels, and has drawn 


for a ſum much beyond his ſettled allow- 


ance. My fa 


will honour this bill, but 
the young gentleman, future 


requeſts of that Ri 


will be refuſed. 
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LETTER XXIX. 


LADY WENTWORTH TO MRS. MENVILLE. 


AJ dear Mrs. Menville, your letter, 
which I received yeſterday, has in 
ſome meaſure relieved my anxiety, although 
it coſt me a flood of tears, particularly the 
firſt part. O! my friend, keep up your 
ſpirits, and you will yet triumph over your 
perſecutors, and cover them with confuſion. 


| Some very intereſting ſcenes have tak en 
place here within this laſt fortnight. - ' About 
that time arrived at Spa, Count Oſſuana and 
EY: YI —— 
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his two daughters, who, it appears, had bows 
on very friendly terms with Captain Harley, 
during his ſhort reſidence at Madrid. (Mrs. 
Colemore knows all the particulars.) Of courſe 
Harley waited on them, and was obliged to 
devote great part of his time to the ſervice 
of the ladies. He one day requeſted me to- 
permit him the honour of introducing them 
that evening to me, as we were all to meet 
at the Dutcheſs of C———s aſſembly. 
I could not certainly make any objections. 
We met, and Harley led me to the ladies, 
who received me with the utmoſt politeneſs, 
and gracefully thanked me for the honour of 
my notice. They are lovely women = the 
eldeſt, Antonia, has ſuch ſweetneſs and ſen- 
fibility in her countenance, as intereſts you, 
and engages eſteem: the younger, Iſabella, 
is a moſt elegant figure, with an air of gran- 
deur that repulſes freedom, and commands 
reſpect ; and, though a much finer woman, 
never, I think, will gain the admiration which 

her ſiſter invites, and ſne demands. | 


In 
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In the courſe of the evening, I made my 
obſervations: the beauteous Antonia could not 
conceal her partiality to Harley; I ſaw it in 
every glance and motion: on the contrary, 
Iſabella, though ſhe preſerved outward forme 
of good breeding, looked at him N 2 | 
ann ee  OETES - > "ht 


At received an invitation to breakfaſt with 
them the next morning; Harley with me. 
When he called, curiofity induced me to 
remark the different behaviour of the la- 
dies, and enquire into the cauſe. He then 
entered into a detail of his acquaintance 
with them, and with which, Mrs. Cole- 
more being informed, poſſibly you are no 
ftranger to. He added, that Antonia, re- 
folute in her refuſal of the Duke de Solis, 
after Harley's departure, had incurred the 
diſpleaſure of her father, and had been treat- 
ed very ſeverely, which had deeply affected 
her health and ſpirits. Her ſiſter. conſtantly 
reproached her for her preference of an En. 
gliſhman, and an heretic, though ſhe had 
** gene- 


generoſity enough not to mention it to her 
father, who, finding her health in a very 


| _ 


She ſaid, her father having a great eſteem 


for Captain Harley, and doing more juſtice to 
her ſentiments for him than her ſiſter had 
done, was glad to meet him there: on the 
contrary, Iſabella upbraided her with keep- 


E 1 ee this en a - - 


ing a correſpondence, and giving him in- 


timation of this journey. Conſcious, ad- 


ded Antonia, © that I have only a proper 


ſenſe of Captain Harley's merits, and that I 


am unjuſtly ſuſpected, I find it very difficult 


to conduct myſelf in ſuch a manner as I wiſh 


to do, without juſtifying the ſuſpicions: ſhe 


- entertains, or treating a worthy man. with a 


2 he does not deſerve.”. 


5 This was * Aids told Ide ; and 
he was, he: ſaid, equally puzzled how t to act 
in __ — buſineſs. 


by x 


— 


. We 


* 
* 
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We attended the ladies at breakfaſt. Sir 
Charles, who underſtands Spaniſh, / received 
abundance of civilities from the Count, Who 
complimented him on ſpeaking a language 
few Engliſh- gentlemen paid any attention to. 
The ladies, particularly Antonia, were pro- 


- fuſe in their expreſſions of polite acknow- + 


ledgments for my condeſcenſion, as they 


choſe. to ftyle it; but the French language 


is ſo copious, and fo polite, that they always 
_ exaggerate in their compliments. I was 
very much charmed with my reception, ſo 
unlike that ſtiffneſs we naturally expect from 
the Spaniſh ladies. But they informed me, 
their mother was a native of France; and the 
Count, in compliment to her taſte, relaxed 


very much in his manners, of which this 


journey was a proof, as the Spaniſn women, 
in general, ſeldom travel beyond their own 
country. We prevailed on them to favour 
us the following day to dinner, and took 
leave, mutually pleaſed with each other. 


Our 
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Our company came; the ladies moſt ele- 
gantly dreſſed. I really think the Spaniſh 
habit the moſt becoming in the world. 1 
introduced my aunt and Mrs. Neville, who 
were {truck with admiration at the beautiful 
fiſters. ET 


After dinner, when we retired,, Antonia 
complained of a little faintneſs. I attended 
her into the garden; ſhe grew better. 


e You know not, my dear lady,” ſaid ſhe, 
& how partial F am to the Engliſn; and that 
partiality daily increaſes. Great are our 
obligations to Captain Harley for procuring 
us the honour we now enjoy. Your aunt 
is a charming woman; and Mrs. Neville, 
I think you called her, one of the moſt 
prepoſſeſſing figures I ever ſaw; ſo gentle, 
ſo intereſting, ſo- amiable. Pardon my cu- 
riofity ; Is ſhe a widow ?” . 


« She is, Madam,” I replied; © her huſ- 
band has been dead about two months.. 
« I thought 
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MN} 1 thought ſo from her black dreſs. She 


ſeems intimately acquainted with by Ir 
Harley.” e . i Be ee 


* 


« Yes, Madam, he was a particular friend 
of Mr. Neville's. * 


« I think,” ſaid ſhe, with « faint ſmile 
« I think it not impoſſible he may hereafter 


be a particular friend of her's alſo. They 


ſeem attached to each other,” 


Fs 


e Only as friends, Madam,” I replied. 


ce Captain Harley will never _ of Mrs. 


Neville in any other point of view.” 


L Indeed '” exclaimed ſhe; ws after a 
little pauſe, added, “He is a moſt amiable - 


man; I am ſurpriſed he remains unmarried.” 


cc A diſappointment in his firſt attachment, 
Madam, I believe, precludes all thought of 


any engagement at preſent.” 


« Iam 
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2x2 WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BF. | 
I am grieved to hear that,” returned 
ſhe, in a faltering voice; © may J aſk what 

impeded his firſt attachment from taking 


y 8% 


+ c The lady's relations, Madam, propoſed | 


a better match in point of fortune, and ſhe 


thought it her duty to follow Meir advice, 
and obey their commands.” 100 21 TO. 


— 


0 T hen I pity both,” ſaid ſhe; * the lady 
was a heroine, and I hope is happy. Poor 


Caprain Harley, how I grieve Sor WO And 


cc She is, Madam.“ : 


_ 


„ Ah! well,” cried ſhe, Addons J with 
J had her reſolution. | My en wants me 
to marry; but I cannot, no, I cannot obey 
him, ſhould he place me in a convent for 
life. I have been very impertinent, Madam, 
in aſking ſo many queſtions: will you for- 


give me?“ 


I preſſed 


y =» ” 
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I preſſed her hand. Dear Madam, you 


do me honour.” 

We now returned to the houſe : ſhe took 
very polite notice of Mrs. Neville. I ſaw 
ſufficient to aſſure me, her being any the 
friend of Captain Harley had given her an 
additional claim to tlie notice of the fair 
Antonia. In the courſe of the evening was 
mentioned our intended departure within a 
fortnight. | 


« ] hope not,” ſaid he 8 «1x will 
be mortifying indeed, to have begun an ac- 
quaintance which promiſes us ſo much ho- 
nour and pleaſure, if we are ſo ſoon to be 
deprived of it. We propoſe ſtaying ſix 
weeks; cannot you,” continued he, addreſ- 
ſing my uncle and Sir Charles, © cannot 
you, gentlemen, prevail on the ladies to 

ſuſpend their journey for that time ?” 
« I have no objection,“ cried my uncle 3 
Jam a citizen of che world, my Lord: 
3 | | when 


i 


> — o . 4 
— —-— £ -- _ -E Rats, forts 
2 2 dy l jo l — > \ > \ * r — - 
By ge - — — fn", noe amgs - > £ = ny he a __ TIT PR 2 of » = — —— — 
2 8 . * yl "gs * a al wy vl SLE = — CEE 8 _ * Fes 
5 722 — => ; — — MM OI Ce 2 ä 
WE] - * * — 22 4 * * 222 Bb — ** 4 bog __ > = N = . 
* 70 * — « = © * 4 \ ; py CES * 1 n Bag 9 X” SI DORN — od 1 Hr" * 1 22 — r p 
* — r n * 1 en Sn EPS =q 2 N — > 3 2 ky ———= 
— * — is... * - p — a 8 * 7 mes - 4 
— — w * ; * gt . _ , * 2 — — ——— = _ — 
* 2 * — 2 6 . 8 * — , SEE. - — — — =_ * — 
fk 4 9 


2 0 —— w 
* I 
ö 
1 8 
PS *\ . * Y > ta 
A — 
— * — 
_ — 5 — 
e ono ASS 


== > Sc cath — the = ob, ens 
= " k « 4 
WES I Ot NEO 


— — 
— 


bY = — 
r . 


E>= A 
2 1 
on o 3 ry 
— R nt Bog 1 FR TY 
EEE a FG we vil ai Ur.» Sh Sz wept 
E . 8 or» $2 — 9 122 SIM 
— — — — 
SI I PB Wy” os £3; * wh 
7 1 * "a - py 
ay . * — "a. 
— b — — 


nah WOMAN. * SHE SHOULD BE. 


when my family is with me, all 1 8 are 
alike.” He 15 | 


Sir Charles replied, * If the ladies can be 
perſuaded, I hall not form a ſingle ob- 


jection.” 


e Very pretty, indeed,” cried I; « here 
you are arrogating to yourſelves all the me- 


rit, if there is any, of complying with his 


Lordſhip's obliging requeſt, and -the nega- 
tive is to be thrown upon us: but if the la- 
_dies dun like me, we will take our re- 


venge.“ 


„ You ſhall decide for me, my dear,” 
ſaid my aunt, imiling. 


d You are ire of my vote, Madam,” 
added Mrs. W Oes 


" Why then, my good Lord and Ladies, 
our leave of abſence is prolonged: we females 


will remain ſome time longer, to profit by 
the 
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the honour of your acquaintance. My uncle 
| being an invalid, ſhall be permitted to ſtay 
and re-eſtabliſh his health. But as for Sir 
Charles, Mr. Sackville, and Captain Harley, 
we will ſend them to England, as uſeleſs 
lumber, to lay Hob in the houſe till it ſuits 
us to return.“ 


| They all 9 exceſſively « my de- 
ciſion. Our gueſts expreſſed much grati- 


tude for our complaiſance. The gentlemen, 


in a very humble manner, entreated per- 
miſſion to remain as part of our ſuite; and, 
upon promiſe of good behaviour, we ex- 
tended our mercy towards them, But I 
have more than once repented my promiſe. 


The gentle Antonia is deeply devoted to 
Captain Harley: it is love, under the maſk 
of friendſhip, which deſtroys her health, and 
preys upon her mind. Friendſhip! thou in- 
fidious, inſinuating name; thou bane to hap- 
pineſs between man and woman; thou ſelf- 
deceiver, leading on a delicate mind, by 
„ gentle 


A 
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gentle and. imperceptible degrees, till the 


veil is withdrawn, and love, with all its train 


of ills, ſtands open and confeſſed! Ah! my 
dear Mrs. Menville, that unreſerved con- 


fidence and attention which is permitted un- 
der the name of friendſhip, is often pro- 


ductive of great miſery, and the nobleſt paſ- 
ſion of the ſoul made ſubſervient to the vileſt 
purpoſes. In ſhort,” few men have delicacy 


enough to diveſt themſelves of ſelfiſhneſs in 
their acquaintance with our ſex, But here 
I muſt acquit Captain Harley. His addreſs 
to Antonia is highly reſpectful and obliging, 
but without the leaſt tenderneſs or freedom; 
he does not ſeem to court her notice, though 
grateful for any marks of it: he is not in love, 


ſhe certainly is, and unwittingly, I believe; 


and as every day appears to add ftrength 


to it, I repent that we have promiſed to ſtay. 


I believe Mrs. Neville does the ſame, for 
ſhe has been unuſually depreſſed in ons 


-for this week paſt. 


"ks 


We 


— 
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| We ſhall not now leave Spa for this month 
to come: pray, therefore, my beloved friend, 
write very often: depend upon my prudence; - 
nothing ſhall tranſpire you with to have a 
; W from others. f * 


I he requeſt 1 made in my laſt letter, 
which you had not received when you wrote, 


I ſhall expect you comply with, if you ove 


or eſteem, 
Tour affectionate, | | 


CHARLOTTE WENTWORTH/ 
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MRS, an To LADY. WENTWORTH. 
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OUR kind conſoling letter, my dear 
Lady Wentworth, is juſt come to hand; 
and believe me, no human being can be more 
truly ſenſible of your Lindaolk than I am. 


If I accepted a favour from any perſon living, 


it ſhould be from you; nay, more, if ever I 
want your aſſiſtance, you ſhall not charge me 
with an undue pride in declining it : but at 


preſent I am very rich; I have nearly four 


hundred pounds by me, beſides a hundred 


and fifty ur e which is more than 


ſufficient 


2 


— 
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ſufficient for all my wants, even in a convent, 
where, as you juſtly obſerye, they Fan 
| their a, as to your aner 4h Meade. 


I thank 1 my health and ü 


perfectly good. I have met with ſeveral 


moſt agreeable women here, though none 


equal to my firſt favourite, Madam St. Ber- 


nard, with whom you ſhall be better ac- 


quainted by and bye. The nuns doat on 
children. Emily has got the better of her 


firſt diſlike to their dreſs and figure; ſhe is 
with them great part of the dy,” and they 


are really emulous who ſhall ſhew the little 
creature moſt attention. The exact regu- 


larity in their devotions, and in their meals, 


and even in the few recreations they allow 
themſelves, is admirable; their looks, their 


motions, are ſerene, humble, and obliging: 
moſt of them look happy; I hope they are 
ſo; yet I have my doubts ſometimes, 


I have now been here a fortnight : every 
: thing 3 is tranquil and quiet. How I envy 
FT; 2 thoſe 
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thoſe who live in this peaceful manſion from 
inclination ; they have never known ſuch 


ſorrows as have harrowed up my peace, and 


deſtroyed my happineſs for ever! But, not 


to dwell too much on ſelf, I will ſpeak of 


my amiable Madame St. Bernard. She has 


been moſt particularly attentive to me; the 
ſweetneſs of her diſpoſition, and the love- 


lineſs of her perſon, intereſt you greatly i in 
her behalf. She was the other evening with 
me, when my ſpirits » were rather low. 35 


« My dear lady,” aid e, « jet me en- 
treat you to conſider your ſweet child; keep 


up your ſpirits for her ſake. I know not 


what the nature of your afflictions may be; 
but I know few in this life are exempt from 


forrow.” 


1 1 hope, my worthy friend, = replied | I, 
60 vou, at leaſt are one of the exceptions. 3 
OE Tide far from it, I aſſure you,” an- N 
ſwered ſhe. I have i uffered ſeverely, and 
9 q ny 
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am a victim to the vices and extravagances 

of thoſe who ought to have been my pro- 
tectors. To amuſe and change the current 
of your grief into another channel, I will 
| give you my ny: 


I was born of a noble family. Unhap- 
pily, my parents died when I was uncon- 
ſcious of the greatneſs of my loſs. I had 
two brothers: the- eldeſt had my father's 
title; the younger one was in the army. 
I was placed in this convent for education. 
My brother, the Marquis, paid my penſion 
regularly, and I was allowed a very handſome 
ſum for clothes and pocket expences. 


2 WB 1 is he ſeventeen, a young 
Engliſh lady, who was a Penſioner, had a 
brother came to ſee her. She took me with 
her to the grate. I ſaw he was a very 
agreeable man; but I took no particular 
notice of him. The next time he came I 
was engaged, and did not attend her. She 
_ me, on her return, that her brother was 

| Y 6 3 : much 


— 


222 _ WOMAN As SHE SHOULD BE. 


much charmed: with me, had aſked a hun- 
dred queſtions relative to my friends and 
ſituation, and requefed. to ſee me the fol- 
lowing day. Novice, as I was, to the world, 
I ſaw the impropriety of this requeſt, and 
ſteadily declined it. What paſſed between 
them I know not; but, with all the impe- 
tuoſity of his country, when eager in purſuit, 
he applied to my brother, the Marquis, told 
him of his prepoſſeſſion in my favour, and 
begged permiſſion to make his addreſſes to 

The Marquis was ſurpriſed and vex- 
ed. He declined making an immediate 
anſwer, under the pretence of conſulting his | 


brother. IN 


. The next day my brothers came to the 
convent, upbraided me in the ſevereſt terms 
for admitting the addreſſes of an Engliſhman 
and an. heretic ; and, far from believing my 
aſſeverations to the contrary, loaded me with 
reproaches, and inſiſted that I ſhould enter 
upon my noviciate, as it was my father's. 
requeſt, and their deſign, to make me a nun. 

| I own 
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I own to you, my dear Madam, I had no 
aſpirations at that time to profeſs myſelf; 
I was therefore very much diſpleaſed at in- 
formation I never expected. Whatever ar- 
guments I uſed were treated with diſdain and 
contempt; nothing could alter their pur- 
poſe. They requeſted of the Abbeſs I 
might never more be permitted to attend 
the grate, without their orders, and that I 
might begin my noviciate immediately, 
Every deſire was complied with; I was no 
more in the habit of ſeeing my friend, but | 
at the refectory, or in church, and then a 
hundred eyes were upon us. Stupid, and 
overcome by this ſevere. treatment, I ſub- 
mitted, without ſtruggle, to the evils I could 
not prevent. BG 
; ' | © Dal Ld 
© One day I obſerved a great buſtle in 
the claſs I belonged to. My young Englith 
friend, I was informed, was to quit the con- 
vent, We were not permitted to take leave, 
but before the whole community. 125 1 
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% My deareſt Louiſa,” ſaid ſhe, may 


al good angels guard you. Do not take © 
* . wait for np times.“ | 


„ Two of the nuns een A 16 
1 led her away: I was drowned in tears. 


The following day I received a letter 
from my brother, the Marquis, telling me 
-Sir Edward Southwell and my younger bro- 
ther had fought on the frontiers; both were 
_ * defperately wounded, and their lives un- 
certain. He faid, my infamous behaviour 
had diſgraced my family, and brought both 
-ſhame and ſorrow on them; that they never 
would ſee me more until I was profeſſed, 
the only expiation I could now make for my 
crimes. | 


5 is Judge, dear Madam, what J felt at this 
letter. Conſcious innocence availed nothing 
- againſt paſſion, prejudice, and cruelty ; tho” 
I appealed to Heaven I had never feen Sir 
Edward but once, and was entirely a ſtranger 
Sr 1 to 
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to all his proceedings; nothing I could fay 
was believed; I was treated like an infa- 
mous creature, and commanded to take the 
veil. The abſurdity was obvious: had 1 
been the perſon they ſuppoſed me, unfit to 
enter into the world, ſurely I was leſs qua- 
lified to dedicate myſelf to God. However 
they were obſtinate : I grew indifferent what 


became of me; and when my year of pro- 


| bation expired, aſſumed the name of St. 

Bernard, took the veil without reluctance, 85 
and from that time have ſought to accom- 
modate my mind to my fituation. There 
are times when my heart proves refra&tory, _ 
but I try to ſubdue its murmurs, and re- 
bene 1 vows to Heaven. 1 207 
aki e hel base 
tlemen recovered from their raſnneſs.— My 
brother, the Marquis, viſits me now and : 
then, and enjoys the fortune my father and 
uncle left me, and to which, 1 believes” — 
became the ſacrifice.” <<. 2 EO 


135; 


— 
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ce This is briefly my ſtory, dear Madam, 
Many in this convent are victims to the 
pride and avarice of their relations. Some 
there are whom choice has induced to be- 
come nuns, but they are comparatively few ; 
and, ſerene and tranquil as we appear to 
be, I fear every paſſion of the human. heart 
prevails among us, as with thoſe who reſide 
in the great world: envy, jealouſy, and ina- 

lice are to be traced in many; and very 

few are exempt from the weakneſſes - of bur 
man nature. oi 


1 the aki nun ſtopped. I em- 
braced her fervently ; I told her, whilſt J re- 
ſided in that monaſtery, I would endeavour to 
cultivate her eſteem, and profit by her con- 
verſation. She wiſhed me not to ſhew her 
any particular attention. If it is noticed,” 
faid ſne, perhaps I may be laid under re- 
ſtrictions; and becoming an object of jea- 
louſy, ſhall not have it in my power to 
render you the little ſervices I wiſh.” 


— 


What 
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What a. melancholy ſituation to be c. 
pelled to take thoſe vows which ſhut from 
the world for ever many amiable women, 
who might have been a bleſſing and an or- 
nament to ſociety. Few: things in this life, 1 
my dear kady, Wentworth, would give me 
equal pleaſure to the delight of ſeeing you; 

but it cannot be; and I have only to hope 
that at ſome future Period 1 . ee _ | 
* . 0 | | Ks 


«> am . pana e e to my | 
Renato The nuns are Pleaſed with my 

behaviour; I conform to all their rules with- 
our any reluctance. They adore. my child, 
and that is the avenue to the heart of a 


mother. St. Bernard told me, ſhe Was in 


formed, a gentleman had applied to have a 
lady, (whoſe huſband was going abroad, ) and 
a child, received as boarders, and to be ac- 
commodated with every convenience the rules 
of the houſe would admit of. This infor- 
mation has pleaſed me. It ſhews ſome de- 
licacy as to my reputation, and a deſire that 


6 , I ſhould 
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I ſhould not ſuffer greater inconveniencies 
than the confinement, which to me is no- 
£ 0 t . j | 


5 . . . | 
#4 : y - 4 2 7 f * : +4 a : F Þ 7 a 1 4 th # 
* „ T een 


I hope to hear from you very ſoon, and 
entreat you, my dear friend, not to be of- 
fended that I decline your generous offer of 
an addition to my income. I- pay but ſe- 


venty pounds a-year for myſelf, child, and 


ſervant; I have therefore eighty for extra 
expences, which is much more than I can 
want, independent of. the money. by me. 
You ſee, therefore, I am as rich as I ca 
wiſh to be. Clothes, thanks to Mr. Men- 
ville's liberality, I have in ſuch abundance, 
I cannot have occaſion to purchaſe theſe ſe- 
ven n years at leaſt. 24 

| 1 am moſt ſincerely rejoiced at the refto- 
ration of your uncle's health; alſo that Mrs. 
Neville ſubmits to the diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence as becomes a woman "wy ſenſe and 
a chriſtian. | | | 


— 
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1. frequently think, when in the church 8 
| here, which is moſt beautifully decorated, 


that if our churches were more ornamented, 
it would create greater awe and reſpect, par- 


ticuldrly among the lower claſs of people. 
There is a ſolemnity in the riches which 


adorn the altar; there is a certain reſpectful | 


| deference we feel for the prieſts in their 


truly-beautiful robes, which ſeldom fail to 


inſpire devotion; and though their orna- 
ments may ſometimes be too fhewy, yet 
our's are ſurely too plain, and do hot convey 
to the mind that ſublimity, that reſpectful 
adoration, with which we ought to addreſs 


'the Supreme Being. I confeſs to you, 1 
feel more devotion in this church than ever 


I experienced in any other, though without 
the ſmalleſt inclination of becoming a ca- 
tholic; for I am not blind to the extrava- 


gant ſuperſtition and abſurd cuſtoms I hourly 
ſee and hear. I only think that in our endea- 
vours to root out popery, deſtroying images, 
and diſmantling the churches of all orna- 
ments, we have gone too far, made our 
| eee; 85 
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places of worſhip o plain; and partly. 3 
leſſening the reſpect due to clergymen, if 
they behave with. propriety, , in giving them 
ſuch ſc nty. incomes, as render them rather 
objects of pity (too often of contempt) than 
of reſpect and eſteem; and by the very in- 
different, and oſten ruinous ſtate in which our 
churches are, they fail to inſpire. that devotion 
which grandeur and ſolemnity moſt aſſuredly 
raiſe and animate. in our minds. But l have 
done: I am not competent to this been. 
and 9 wiſh it was in abler hands. N 


"My Veſt reſpeds and. Ap a ir 
Me and Mrs. Molefworth, Mr. Sackville, 
and Mrs. Neville, ſor the intereſt they rake | 

in my affairs; nor will I withhold them 
from Captain Harley ; ; for why ſhould I 
think leſs favourably of his friendſhip than 
of others ? ? Yer. I muſt ſtill requeſt he may 
Know a as little of me as poſſible. —I am ever, 
with every friendly ſentiment, 


Your obliged, and an 
© EMILY MzNVIILE. 
LETTER 
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TOW. y are we, my dear Mrs. 
s 4 & 4 Fry . f Pp, . x . 44 , s * 


Menville, in the receipt of your laſt 


1 


kind letter, in which you tell us you are 


* 


in health and good ſpirits. My admirable 


friend, perſevere in your endeavours to pre- 


| ſerve both, and all will yet be well. Tou 
are tried in the ſchool of affliction, and 


like pure gold, will come forth without any 
alloy; you will ſhine the brighter from all the 
baſe attempts to obſcure your luſtre. - Miſs 
Neville has heard from her ſiſter, their return 
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to England i is poſtponed for a month . E 


we have however taken a houſe, which will 


be ready for their reception by that time. 
We had a viſit from Mr. Martin laſt week, 
the alteration in him is wonderful, he is now, 
in every ſenſe of the word, a reſpectable 
man; he muſt have had naturally a good 


mind, but fortune, faſhion, and an early in- 
dependence, led him into folly and vice; a 
virtuous paſſion for an eſtimable woman, and 
the" impoſſibility of ever obtaining the object 


of his wiſhes, has given a new turn to his 


mind, has humanized it, brought him to a 


ſenſe of his former errors, and an earneſt 


deſire to make all the reparation poſſible. 
We are exceedingly pleaſed with him; Mr. 
Colemore preſſed him to ſtay a week with 


us, and he is now actually in the houſe. We 
have heard ſome very unpleaſant accounts of 


your. brother Anthony, he is ſtill ! in Bruſſels, 
living at a very extravagant rate, which 'tis 
impoſſible his income can ſupport, eſpecially 
as tis ſaid he plays very high; my father 
is uneaſy, and wrote to him by laſt poſt, 
ſome 
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ſome remonſtrances on the ſubject, but if 1 | Y 


know the young man, thoſe remonſtrauces 5 
will produce only contempt and diſregard. 
He muſt fee! firſt, I believe, before he will 
pay attention to the advice of his friends. 
We have had a morning viſit from Lord 
| Longficld, to take leave of us previous to his 
leaving town, and going to the continent; 
how earneſt were his enquiries aſter Mrs. 
Menville, how anxious his wiſhes for her 


happineſs: he is a charming man, a charac- 


ter ſo truly valuable, exacts the higheſt re- 


ſpect. He told me Mr. Chapman, the me- 
lancholy man, expreſſed great regret at part- 
ing with him, but could not be perſuaded to 
forſake his cottage, or give up his walks 
on the hill; his Lordſhip faid, c Before 
my departure, by degrees I drew him into 
an acquaintance with my chaplain, who is 
alſo curate of the pariſh ; he is a very wor- 
thy man, and of a reſerved and ſedentary diſ- 
poſition; they appeared mutually, pleaſed 
with each other, and I requeſted they would 
conſider my houſe, gardens, park, &c. en- 
3 we, 
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| tirely as their own, and every ching! in it, r 
their mutual accommodation. J have there- 


fore Hopes, continued he, that whenever I 
return'to the Vale, I ſhall find him leſs ab- 


ſtracted, and Wen companionable than when 


I left him.” His Lordſhip could not be 
prevailed on to ſtay dinner, but entreated 
4 would preſent his moſt reſpectful good 


wiſhes t to 19 


1 think we may now daily expect to hear 


from my favourite Harry, if not from India, 


yet from the Cape or St. Helena; I hope 
his letters will not miſcarry, from Mr. Men- 


ville's abſence, and your reſidence unknown. 
Mr. Colemore, goes to town next week, and 


will call at the India Houle, and make what 
arrangements he can, to prevent any miſ- 
takes. We hear nothing of the Shepherd's, 
they have no correſpondents at Sudbury; 
ſtrange they ſhould leave it at their time of 


life; T am pretty ſure their virtuous daughter 
does not deſire their ne ; my firſt diſ- 


like 
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ke of that woman originated Hom! ie THR 
proper conduct to her parents. An imper- 
tinent obſtinate daughter can never be good 
in any relation through life, for if deficient 
in thoſe firſt duties of love and gratitude to 
the authors of her being, her heart muſt be 
corrupt, and her ſubſequent behaviour to her 
huſband and friends, rather to be lamented 
than wondered at. How ſweet are the re- 
wards of virtue! how conſoling to the op- 
preſſed and affſicting ſpirit, that thoſe evils 


which wound us, are not the conſequence of _ | - 


vice, nor a neglect of our principal duties. 
Oh! my dear, when you can look back to 
the years of childhood, and to thoſe of matu- 
rity, without ſelf-reproach ; when your con- 
duct has been ſuch, as all the worthy muſt 
approve, how are your feelings to be en- 
vied, and where is the ſorrow that can inflict 
equal wounds on you, to what that wretch 


Thurkill muſt feel, in her gaieſt and moſt 


diſſipated hours! doubt not, my dear Mrs. 
3 of * being the peculiar care of 
b Providence, 


* * 
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Providence, who in jits own 
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Martin, tender their beſt reſpects. 
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k. M. COLEMORE, - 


* 


Tour affectionate and obliged friend, 


* 


| ore you to happineſs. That the day may 
Hot be far diſtant, prays moſt ſincerely _ 


— 


Neville and Mr. 


